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THE WHO, THE WHAT & THE WHERE of THE MIDGET & SPRITE CLUB

COMMITTEE

CHAIRPERSON Nigel Williams, 7 Kings Avenue, Hanham, Bristol BS15 3JN.
Tel: 0117 961 2175 email: nigelwilliams7@tiscali.co.uk

GENERAL SECRETARY Terry Horler, 63 Littledean, Yate, Bristol, BS37 8UQ. Tel: 01454 881770
TREASURER Anita Lachowicz, 5 Park Grove, Knaresborough, Yorks. HG5 9ET.

Tel: 01423 862738 Mobile: 07720 725429 email: spridget.girl@ntlworld.com
WEBMASTER Toby Anscombe, 7 Lysander Court, High Road, North Weald, Epping, CM16 1HF.

email: tobyanscombe@taratec.co.uk
TRADE ADVERTISING Gary Lazarus, 40B Hungerford Road, London, N7 9LP. Tel: 0207700 5696

email: garylazarus@blueyonder.co.uk
GENERAL MEMBER Bill Mohan, Tel: 0121 353 7211 or mobile 0798 461 6371

email: bill.mohan@btinternet.com
GENERAL MEMBER Philip Sellen, 40 Amberley Way, Wickwar, Wotton-under-Edge, Glos, GL12 8LP.

Tel: 01454 299222 email: P.N.Sellen@bristol.ac.uk

OFFICERS

MAGAZINE EDITOR Barry Lowe, email: editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk
Tel: 01943 608900 10am to 9pm, UK time

MEMBERSHIP John Platt, 2 Pear Tree Gardens, Bearley Road, Aston Cantlow, Henley-in-Arden, Warks.
B95 6HT Tel: 01789 488321 email: membership@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk

CLUB ARCHIVIST Terry Horler, 63 Littledean, Yate, Bristol, BS37 8UQ. Tel: 01454 881770
TECHNICAL ADVISER Vacant
EVENTS CO-ORDINATOR Vacant
MEMBERS ADVERTISING Alan Lo, Tel: 0117 9572617 Mob: 0775 3867806 email: alan@mobuzzing.net
MUTUAL ASSISTANCE David Hill, Llyserfan, Beulah, Newcastle Emlyn, Ceredigion. SA38 9QB. Tel: 01239 811307
CO-ORDINATOR email: david@hillnet.clara.net
CAR REGISTER Bob Clarkson, Tel: 01902 842643 email: raclarkson@tiscali.co.uk
REGALIA OFFICER Mike Grout, 55 Park Road, Spixworth, Norwich, NR10 3PJ. Tel: 01603 890211

email: mike@motorparts.freeserve.co.uk

AREA REPRESENTATIVES

BRISTOL Alan Lo, Tel: 0117 9572617 Mob: 0775 3867806 email: alan@mobuzzing.net
CAMBRIDGESHIRE David Dixon, Tel: 01733 222810 email: e-dave@ntlworld.com
DEVON Vacant
DORSET Ian Beaver, Tel: 01722 326840 email: ian.beaver@btinternet.com

Bryan Fox, Tel: 01202 683842 home, 01202 674017 work
email: sueandbry@x877.wanadoo.co.uk

ESSEX Lee Reed, Tel: 01255 424112 email: lnlreed@aol.com
HAMPSHIRE Terry Langridge, Tel: 01252 626063 email: Hampshire.spridget@ntlworld.com
HOME COUNTIES Chris Jackson, Tel: 01707 261567 chrispat@holwell8.freeserve.co.uk

NORTH WEST or Mark Hall, Tel: 01296 660103 markdhall@aol.com
KENT Alan Anstead, Tel: 01322 384050 email: alan.anstead@btopenworld.com
LINCOLNSHIRE Brian Jeffery, Tel: 01522 531425 or mobile: 07952 969514 email: brianlincslot@yahoo.co.uk
LONDON Gary Lazarus, Tel: 020 7700 5696 email: garylazarus@blueyonder.co.uk
SOUTH STAFFS & Bill Mohan, Tel: 0121 353 7211 or mobile: 0798 461 6371 email: bill.mohan@btinternet.com
NORTH BIRMINGHAM
CENTRAL SCOTLAND Carson Thomson, Tel: 0141 245 6327 day or 013606 22334 evening

email: THOMSON.C@sky.com
NORTH WEST Les & Diane Robinson, Tel: 01772 432138 email: lesrobinson@blueyonder.co.uk
NORTHERN IRELAND Vacant
NOTTS/DERBY Ian Cooke, Tel: 0115 938 3838 email: ilc@bgs.ac.uk
SOMERSET Dave Bearne, Tel: 01823 412004 email: david.bearne@lloydstsb.co.uk
SURREY Alan Anstead, Tel: 01322 384050 email: alan.anstead@btopenworld.com
WARWICKSHIRE Alan Couch, Tel: 01564 773302

Chris Yates, Tel: 01608 665066 email: chrishe@tiscali.co.uk
WILTSHIRE Vacant
YORKSHIRE Anita Lachowicz, Tel: 01423 862738 or mobile: 07720 725429 email: spridget.girl@ntlworld.com

Also see the Club Nights section on page 4 for new areas and contacts.

Compiled by David Hill. Please advise me of any changes, errors etc.
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Wheelnut

Welcome to Nigel Williams, our new Chairperson, back on the Committee after a short
break; and also to Philip Sellen as this year’s new General Member, plus Bill, back on
the Committee also as a General Member. Hope you all got to see the first two

episodes of Wreck Rescue on Discovery Realtime in early October, featuring the TOTAL
restoration of a rather sad-looking Sprite MkI by new member, Lizzie Bartlett. The finished
article looks superb. Well done to Lizzie!
November has arrived after a bit an Indian Summer in October, when I’m sure, like us, you’ve
been desperate to get out in your cars before the nights really set in. In our green Coupe we met
up with some of our chums from South Yorkshire (FULL-THROTTLE Club) on a drive up to the
Dales – it was actually warmer than it had been in September! After that it was a case of
making full use of any sunny weekend to get out and about. A blast up to Burnsall in the 950
(albeit 110bhp 1330cc) in mid-October certainly cleared the cobwebs away. The sobering
thought is that within a matter of a few weeks the local Council, in their wisdom, will be gritting
the roads (even the side roads) with the same gusto they showed last year. Overkill to say the
least! Anyway enough of our activities – both the Calendar and the Binders seem to be selling
VERY well ... I think we’ll have to be on to the printers again soon! Thanks for all your kind
comments on the Calendar – the revenue raised will be put to very good use within the Club.
November has the NEC Classic Car Show (MASC Stand organised by the Warwickshire Group)
and, of course, this year’s AGM.
There’s once more some brilliant stuff in this edition from our expert band of contributors – a
really fascinating piece, yet again from John (Hitchcock) Davies, this time on the Bonnet
Release mechanism – it’s just amazing from where he pulls all this mix of information. There’s a
Sun Bay report; Martin Ingall has Circuit des Remparts covered; there’s first showing of a
fabulous and evocative new suite of promotional material produced by Jonathan
Whitehouse-Bird for Spridget 50 with the official Entry Form for the event; Buster’s A-Team
article, reproduced from Practical Classics; Adrian Turley has written a detailed report on his
travels to the Pyrenees in May (Part II next month); along with loads of Area Reports.
Even more colour this month and more content ... again all due to the many and varied articles
sent in by MASCOT contributors. My thanks to all of you – MASCOT really does go from strength
to strength with all your help and support.
And don’t forget, please keep on sending in your photos (PORTRAIT format) for the front cover.
PLEASE NOTE: Deadline for DECEMBER issue is Midday SUNDAY 11 November.
Barry, Editor, 1150, editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk
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The statements and opinions expressed in each and every issue of the MASCOT are not necessarily
the considered views of the Midget and Sprite Club. The views expressed by the editorial
contributors, letter writers and advertisers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the Club. The Midget and Sprite Club accepts no responsibility for the results of following
contributor’s advice, nor does it necessarily endorse the services or products offered by advertisers.

Front cover picture: 1979 MG Midget 1500 in action. Owned by Colin and Nay Carpenter from Surrey.
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MIDGET & SPRITE CLUB

2008
OFFICIAL CALENDAR

Limited Edition
Collector’s Item

A3 full colour

£8.99inc UK p & p

Available now from:
Mike Grout, Regalia Officer

55 Park Road, Spixworth, NORWICH. NR10 3PJ
Tel: 01603 890211 mike@motorparts.freeserve.co.uk



Club Nights
1st Monday London Area (Congestion Zone) – NEW VENUE, Meet at The

Plumbers Arms, 14 Belgrave Street, Belgravia, SW1W 0LN at 7:30pm.
Also generally meet at the Ace Café on 2nd Tuesday together with the
Classic Cars Magazine night. Details: Gary Lazarus on 020 7700 5696
garylazarus@blueyonder.co.uk

1st Wednesday Wiltshire – Meet at The Forresters, Leigh, near Cricklade.
1st Wednesday South Staffs and Birmingham – Meet at the The Green Man,

Middleton Village, 8.30-8.45pm
1st Thursday Lincolnshire Area – Meet at The White Hart, Lissington, nr. Wragby.

8pm. Contact Brian Jeffery, Tel: 01522 531425 or mobile,
07952 969514

1st Thursday Notts/Derby border Area – (note change of day) at the Sitwell Arms
near Horsley Woodhouse from approx. 8.30. Just a mile north-west of the
A608/A609 crossroads. Ian Cooke 0115 938 3838 ilc@bgs.ac.uk

1st Saturday Yorkshire Area – November meeting will be on Saturday 3rd at The
Three Hares, Main Street, Bilbrough, York, YO23 3PH at 11:30 for
12:00 lunch. Following will be a short drive to the Craven Motorcycle
collection. Winter meetings will be the first Saturday of the month until
May when they will revert to the 1st Thursday. Contact Anita
01423 862738 or 07720 725429 email spridget.girl@ntlworld.com

2nd Wednesday Warwickshire – Meet at The Green Dragon, The Green, Sambourne,
Reddich, B96 6NU, at 8.30pm as usual.

2nd Wednesday North West Area – meet at The Kilton, turn off M6 at Jct 20 onto A50
towards Macclesfield. Pub 4 miles on left. Please note new venue.

2nd Wednesday Bristol Area will meet at The Rose and Crown, Pucklechurch at 8pm.
All Bristol, Bath and surrounding areas members welcome. Contact Alan
Lo on 01179 572617 email: alan@mobuzzing.net

2nd Thursday Cambridgeshire – Meet at The Mad Cat pub in Pidley Village, midway
between Huntingdon and Chatteris, 8pm

3rd Monday Dorset – Meet at St. Peter’s Finger, Lytchett Minster, Poole 7.30pm
3rd Tuesday Central Scotland – Meet at The Garfield Hotel, Stepps, East

Dunbartonshire. 7:30pm in the Lounge. Check first with Carson on
0141-245-6327 day or 013606-22334 evening.

3rd Tuesday Surrey – Meet at The Blue Ball, Walton-on-the-Hill, 7.45pm onwards.
Contact Alan Anstead, Tel: 01322 384050.
alan.anstead@btopenworld.com

4th Thursday Hampshire – Meet at The Poacher, South Warnborough. Note Change
of Venue. Please ring Terry or Harriet Langridge on 01252 626063 for
details.

4th Sunday Kent Area – Meet at The Moat, Wrotham Heath at 12:00 for lunch.
Contact Alan Anstead, Tel: 01322 384050.

Last Thursday Somerset – Meet at The Lord Nelson, Norton-sub-Hamdon. 8.00pm
Occasional Home Counties North West for members in Herts, Bucks, Berks,
Meetings N. London or anyone interested! Please contact Chris Jackson

Tel: 01707 261567 or Mark Hall, Tel: 01296 660103.
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Club Website
Members Only pages for November, User name: Micro Password: Blister

Events
From David Hill and Webmaster Toby Anscombe

Events organised so far for 2007
November
Friday 9th Classic Motor Show 2007 at the NEC, Birmingham. Club stand care of
To Sunday 11th Warwicks Area. Details from John Platt, Tel: 01789 488321
Sunday 18th AGM at the Patrick Collection, Birmingham. Please see details in the

October MASCOT.
Friday 30th Cambridgeshire Area are going to the dogs! Yes, they are going to

Peterborough Greyhound Stadium. Details from David Dixon on
01733 222810

December
Wednesday 12th Warwickshire Area Christmas Dinner at The Green Dragon. Details from

Sheila Yates, Tel: 01608 665066
Wednesday 12th North West Area’s Christmas Dinner. Contact Les Robinson on

01772 432138
Sunday 16th Lincolnshire Area’s Christmas Lunch at The White Hart, Lissington. 12:30.

Details/bookings to Brian Jeffrey, 01552 531425 or
brianlincslot@yahoo.co.uk .

Tuesday 18th Surrey Area Christmas Meal. Venue to be decided but probably Kingswood
Arms. Details from David Wright, davidandchrisw@btinternet.com

Events organised so far for 2008
May
Saturday 3rd Surrey Area Annual Tour. New Forest. Details from Sue Judd.
To Tuesday 6th suej001@btinternet.com or Chris Harding, harding.c@btconnect.com
Friday 16th International Healey Weekend at Goodwood.
To Sunday 18th
Saturday 24th Spridget 50 at Gaydon – The Big Party. To register an expression of

interest and receive priority booking, please contact Jeremy Cogman on
07702 958450 or email: organiser@spridget50.com

June
Thursday 12th Surrey Area’s D Day Beaches Tour.
To Sunday 15th
July
Tuesday 8th Surrey Area’s Le Mans Tour.
To Tuesday 15th
Friday 25th Cambridgeshire Area are going to Silverstone Classic
To Sunday 27th Meeting. Details from Hubie Albany on 01733 265548
Sunday 27th Kent meeting at Cliftonville Car Show, Margate, Kent.
August
Thursday 21st 10th International MG Meeting in Berlin. Information and registration see
To Sunday 24th www.mg-club-berlin.de or fax 0049-3084-707204 or

Tel: 0049-3084-728381
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December
Tuesday 16th Surrey Area’s Christmas Meal.

Area Reps please let David Hill (email: david@hillnet.clara.net) have confirmed dates for new
events asap. Remember there are Club Night Natters throughout the year and that area events

are also open to members from other areas!
Please also note that the above lists only M&SC events or events where we have a presence or

an interest. General classic events are listed in the classic press.

Mutual Assistance Directory

The Summer continues as I write this.
Don’t know if it makes up for the lousy
May, June, July and half of August

though! Hope that you have had and are
managing to have, good Spridgeting trips. I
suppose it is the same with most members but
I’ve not managed to use the Midget as much
this summer as I had planned to. Why do
things conspire to stop me using the dear old
Midget as much as I wanted to? But next year,
things will be different, won’t they?

Can I make a plea to all listed members? If
your details are incorrect, can you please let

me know so that MAD is up to date and
therefore, useful. Thanks.

Don’t forget, if you don’t carry your copy of the
Mutual Assistance Directory and you would
like a copy you can download it from the
members only section of our website.
However, if you do not have access to the web
or don’t know someone who does, I will print
off a copy and send it to you. Please
remember that it is constantly updated so to
be up to date, download it at least every
month.

David Hill
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D J Grove
Restoration

Phone/fax:
01256 768678

Hampshire
based,

worldwide
customers

For friendly expert advice from an ex F1

engineer and Sprite and Midget specialist,

with a longstanding reputation in concours,

race preparation (i.e. Goodwood Revival),

complete restorations, servicing, chassis

rebuilding, and obscure parts traced.

Frogeye, special body, Speedwell and Sebring Guru

STOP PRESS!
In the workshop,
2 Frogeye chassis
rebuilds, original
Speedwell rebuild,
modified race Sebring
construction
Car supplied for Ch4
TV filming
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Working with cars like these since the ’60s
actively involved in Club Motorsport at all levels.

COMPLETE RANGE OF GEAR BOXES & DIFFERENTIAL UNITS
FOR ALL SPRITE & MIDGETS FROM FROGEYE TO

RUBBER BUMPER HELD IN STOCK.
EXCHANGE OR OVERHAUL YOUR UNIT.
NEW AND USED PARTS FROM STOCK.

Visit our Website at: www.hardyengineering.com
Ask for Bill or Neil, Club discount given

SPECIAL SERVICES
Competition gearboxes built. Limited slip differential units.

Competition crownwheel & pinion
3.7, 3.9, 4.22, 4.875

HARDY ENGINEERING, 268 Kingston Road,
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7QA

Tel: 01372 378927 Fax: 01372 376794

HARDY ENGINEERING
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Notice of Annual General Meeting

We give notice that the 2007 AGM will be held on Sunday the 18th of November at the
Patrick Collection, Birmingham. The meeting will commence at 2.00pm and is
expected to finish at

around 4.00pm. In addition to
the usual end of club year
reports, this is your opportunity
to put your questions to the
committee. If you have any
specific items that you want
discussed, please contact either
the Chairperson or General
Secretary for these to be placed
on the Agenda. Items not
placed on the agenda will be
fitted into Any Other Business
(AOB). However, the time
available for AOB may be
limited.

Further information will be
published next month but if you
have any questions in the
meantime, please contact
either of the above.

The Patrick Collection is the
home of the sectionalised
Midget that appeared on our
club stand at the NEC and
many other interesting vehicles.
We hope that you can attend. If
not, please address your
apologies to the Chairperson.

Terry Horler

New Members
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members

3908 Alison Harry Hampshire Midget Mk 1
3909 Eric Masterman Mid Glamorgan Midget 1500
3910 Steven Abraham Lincolnshire Sprite Mk 2
3911 John Sandra and Jonathan Leigh Nottinghamshire Sprite Mk 4
3912 Patrick and Zara Kimber Hertfordshire Frogeye
3913 Paul Patterson Lancashire Midget 1500
3914 Gordon Chiverton Cleveland Midget Mk 3 RWA
3915 David Challis West Sussex Midget
3916 Alan Robson Lincolnshire Sprite Mk 4
3917 Caroline Bell Oxfordshire Frogeye
3918 John Sever-Topping North Yorkshire Midget Mk3 and 1500



Secretarial Scribblings

For me, the October edition of MASCOT
was good news and bad news. Good
news because it was another bumper

edition full of excellent material. Good news
because it contained 4 images of my Frogeye.
Bad news because of all the colour! My
Frogeye looks quite good in glorious
monochrome, but in colour.... So now
everyone knows why I refer to it as the ‘Multi
shades of red Frogeye’ yes, it is more than just
a bit cosmetically challenged. So too is my
Sprite MkIV so I will admit to that before it too
appears within these pages in its true colours!
I could say that this is deliberate. If potential
new members to the club learn that the Club’s
Secretary drives around in a couple of tired old
Sprites, then it is not going to put anyone off if
they should fear that their Spridgley thing is
not good enough. Club’s tend to get a ‘Spit and
polish’ image and that every nut and bolt must
be to original specification. Well, I have
worked very hard over the last 25 years to
dispel this image of the Midget and Sprite
Club! I continue to work very hard to maintain
this policy by a concerted and dedicated
campaign of neglect to my Sprite’s more
visible attributes – so there! Despite this, I do
believe that we should get out there and have
fun with our cars; this most definitely is a
policy of the club and one that we are very
good at. Never mind the cosmetics, never
mind the spec, if you are having fun, then you
are very welcome. Before the flood of
comments arrive from those with the shining
and modified examples, then I have to state
that you too are equally welcome, which leads
me to our 2008 calendar. This is full of top
notch examples. Have you ordered your copy
yet? Only 500 copies are being printed and are
sure to sell quickly. Certain to be a collector’s
item – act now! As our 2008 calendar depicts
our Spridgley things in their finest state,
should we produce an alternative calendar for
Spridgley things in a sorry state? If so, then
may I offer subject matter for a couple of
months please?
On the elections front. It is good to see Nigel
Williams back on the committee. Nigel was a
co-founder of the club way back in early 1983
and has much experience as a previous

committee member of 24 years. Our retiring
Chairperson, Bill Mohan is still with us as a
General committee member, handing over the
hot seat to Nigel. Bill has done a great job and
has been a very good ambassador for the
committee in getting along to so many
meetings and events around the country.
Something he will no doubt continue to do.
New to the committee is Phil Sellen, a Midget
MkII owner from my neck of the woods. Phil is
an active member of the Bristol group. Phil’s
Midget is about as good as it is possible to get,
it has taken him a long time to achieve this
and now complete, has loads of time on his
hands. (He’s going to have something to say
about that) Calm down Phil, its just the
committee initiation wind up, you need a long
spring for the job!

50 Years of the Sprite is getting closer and the
organising committee are working very hard to
make it an event to remember. If you want to
remember it, then you will have to be there.
We are only doing it once so clear your
calendar for it, it’s going to be THE event of
the decade – or half century even! Also in
2008, it will be the quarter century of the
Midget and Sprite club, a fact that we shall not
let pass un-noticed within these pages. For
Nigel and me, we have been there from the
very beginnings, if our combined memories are
still intact, then some first hand revelations of
25 years of MASC. (If our combined memories
are a bit fuzzy – then we will make it up
instead – would anyone be the wiser!)

Actually, this will be the time for me to refer to
25 years worth of MASCOT. Yes, I have the
complete works and what better account of the
people, places and things that makes up our
history. This will also be the time when I
should invest in a complete set of MASCOT
Binders from our regalia stock. Mike Grout,
our Regalia officer has the stock, but I don’t
quite have the funds for a complete set (work
it out). Christmas is coming, hint-hint!

So there is my dilemma, a complete set of
MASCOT binders or a re-spray for one of my
Sprites, I suspect the Binders might arrive first.

Terry Horler
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Subscription
Increase

It’s been a long time since we have pulled
this heading out of the box, but now, we
have to. We will skip the usual bickerings

about the cost of living, the world shortage of
staples and the effect of melting icebergs on
print costs, you have heard it all before we
know. The rub is, the subscription rate will
rise from £20 per year to £25 per year as from
the 1st of December 2007. The joint member
subscription will remain at £1 per person per
year.
We believe the club has offered excellent value
for money during the £20 subscription years,
a look at the improved MASCOT in the last
12 months has been a cherry on the cake for
all of us. This alone makes the increase of £5
per year still excellent value for money.
Remember, your committee have to pay the
increase too!

Terry Horler (For the committee)

Notice of Ballot

As you will have seen, the Ballot Form(s)
that were included with the September
edition, contained no nomination for the

position of Treasurer. Subsequent to the
deadline for the return of Nomination forms,
our existing Treasurer, Anita Lachowicz
informed us that she would be returning her
Nomination form. Under the rules of our
Constitution, we must go through the full
process of giving notice of and the holding of
another ballot to fill the post of Treasurer.
Hence, we again invite nominations from the
membership and give notice of a Ballot for the
committee position of Treasurer.
Nomination Forms are available from the club
General Secretary and must be returned by the
closing date of the 10th of November 2007.
Ballot Forms will be included with the
December edition with a return date of the
10th of January 2008. As always, if you have
an interest or any questions concerning the
above, please contact any of the committee.

Terry Horler
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Ballot Results
Thanks to the 135 members for returning their ballot forms for this years election of committee
members. The results are as follows:
Committee Position Candidate Votes In Favour Not in Favour
Chairperson Nigel Williams 126 7
General Secretary Terry Horler 127 4
Webmaster Toby Anscombe 128 4
Advertising Gary Lazarus 120 4
General Bill Mohan 128 5
General Phil Sellen 125 5
The above are elected to serve the club from the 1st of October 2007 to the end of September
2008.
It should be noted that the position of Treasurer was listed as ‘NO NOMINATION’ on the ballot
form. Despite this, ‘NO NOMINATION’ received 28 votes in favour. The position of Treasurer
has still to be formally elected and any members wishing to stand should apply to the Secretary
for a Nomination Form. This to be returned by the 10th of November 2007. In the meantime,
Anita Lachowicz continues to look after the club’s finances and has stated her intention to
re-stand for election. Ballot forms for the election of Treasurer will accompany the December
edition of MASCOT.
We take this opportunity to welcome Nigel Williams and Phil Sellen as new members to the
committee and to thank the retiring members for their services to the club.
The above results were collated by an independent adjudicator and non member of the club,
Mr Mike Helbrow. We thank Mr Helbrow for acting on our behalf.

Terry Horler (for the committee)



On Opening the Bonnet

Anyone brave enough to open the bonnet
of a Frogeye needs considerable muscle
power and risks breaking their back. If

this doesn’t put them in Hospital immediately,
then concussion from a falling bonnet will
probably do so a few seconds later. If the
bonnet slips whilst our intrepid Spridgeteer is
reaching in to check the level of water in the
battery, then the bang to the head and the
blow to the back can be delivered
simultaneously in an automotive
coup-de-grace! The early AN5 bonnet was
indeed a miraculously engineered contraption.

The revised bonnet familiar to most owners,
which remained with the car without
significant change until the end of production,
first made its appearance with the HAN6 and
GAN1 cars, those rare birds that Terry Horler
has christened the ‘MASC-misfits’ (see
MASCOT, October 2007, page 18). These
days, when many regard the Frogeye as the
most desirable of all Sprites, it is easy to
forget that in 1961 this revised bonnet was
greeted with almost universal acclaim –
those few who disapproved were probably
orthopaedic surgeons who suddenly found
themselves with less business and more
time to spend on their golf courses. These
later bonnets are much lighter and easier to
open and, of all variants, the bonnets of the
early HAN6/7 and GAN1/2 cars are
arguably the most practical because their
bonnet props are on the left side of the car,
and so best suited for right-handed owners.
These early revised bonnets do sag in an
unsightly fashion when propped open and
this single fact probably lies behind the
switch to the later bonnet prop arrangement
introduced with the HAN8/GAN3 cars. This
later prop allows a less sagging and more
centrally supported bonnet and was placed
on the right side of the vehicle because
(I think) it would not otherwise clear the
carburettors and air filters when the bonnet
is closed. I hasten to add that this is my
own private theory; I have no firm evidence
for it; I just cannot think of any other logical
reason for the change from left to right
bonnet prop. No matter the reason, the fact
remains that this “improved” GAN3 prop

condemned the owners of all Spridgets later
than Terry’s MASC-misfits to fuss with their
bonnet props with their left hand, an awkward
thing for most of us because some 85-90% of
our population is right handed. I believe that
this change of prop was totally unnecessary
(because a GAN1 bonnet can sag for months
and then close with perfect alignment) and
that it is a very early example of the rot that
was to beset progressively all later versions of
the vehicle: changes made for purely cosmetic
rather than sound engineering reasons. There
are other examples of this early rot but rather
than digress into an extremely emotive area
we shall now concentrate on the main subject
of this article – the bonnet release knob and
cable.

The HAN6/GAN1 bonnet is opened with a
simple cable, operated by pulling an internal
circular release knob (Figure 1) screwed to the
inside left foot-well panel. As far as I can tell
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(reading further beyond page 73 in
Terry’s book than I have ever read
before), this same cable and knob
continued unchanged until the advent
of the ‘rubber bumper’ GAN6 cars when
for some obscure reason (probably cost)
the circular knob was replaced by a
fancy T-shaped handle.

Although this bonnet release cable is
simplicity itself, the route it should take
from the inner foot-well to the bonnet
release mechanism behind the grille is
not well documented. In particular, the
route of this cable into the behind-grille
area is not illustrated at all in the factory
Parts List (Fig 2) and the position of the
forward ‘P’ clip (part 37 in Fig 2) is ill
defined. In fact, the bonnet cable
diagram is uncharacteristically vague. This
could be viewed as a rare lapse by the factory
Drawing Office staff but in their defence, the
little hole designed to carry the inner wire of
the cable into the space between grille and
radiator is probably very hard to illustrate in
any diagram.

In an attempt to describe properly the position
of this miniscule hole, I have taken a
photograph looking UP into the front left wheel
arch of my own MASC-misfit (Figure 3). In this
photograph, the bonnet cable can be seen
passing through its rubber grommet in the left

hand mud shield. The cable is then secured to
the underside of the front end assembly by the
forward ‘P’ clip mentioned earlier. Without this
‘P’ clip, the cable is in danger of being
snagged and damaged by the bonnet’s safety
catch as it plunges down when the bonnet is
closed. Continuing on, the inner cable wire
then dives through a fascinating little hole in
the front end, the outer part of the cable
terminating at this point. And there it is, voila!

The screw securing the forward ‘P’ clip to the
underside of the front end is a fiddly thing to
install without the help of a friend and it is
possible that on some cars this was a special

stud, not the simple screw
indicated in Fig 2 (if anyone can
shed any light on this, please do
write in, thanks). The tiny hole
for the inner cable is extremely
easy to miss and when looking it
might help to darken the garage
and shine a light from behind.
Even so, it may be filled with
mud and almost totally invisible.
Alternatively, try enlisting the
help of a sharp-eyed youngster
with 20/20 vision, if it can be
separated from its iPod and
mobile phone for 30 seconds.
When my Dutch friend Niek
Herwegh finally found his hole
with the help of Figure 3 (after
twice saying it wasn’t there and
after my patience had almost
run out), his email summed the
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situation up nicely – “I FOUND IT!! Blimey! It’s
something you would expect in a needle, not a
motorcar!” Three other friends have made
rapid ‘adjustments’ after discovering with
varying degrees of shock that their cables were
taking interesting and ingenious but
nevertheless non-standard routes in the wheel
arch area. I wonder how many more
‘adjustments’ will follow this month?

With very occasional lubrication, these bonnet
release cables will give long and trouble-free
service. Anyone seeking a replacement cable
for an early car should be aware that many
suppliers will attempt to fob us off with one of
the fancy GAN6 T-handled things (it’s the later
improved model Sir, recommended by the
factory for all cars: we only have one in stock,
they are hard to obtain and it is a popular
item). If you refuse to be fobbed off in this
manner and want a fine replica replacement
early bonnet cable, then contact Duncan Lloyd
at ‘Classic Bits’,
3 St Johns Crescent, Stansted,
Essex CM24 8JT;
Phone: 01279-812367,
Mobile: 07752-637200
(callers by appointment only please).

Duncan supplies the replica cable illustrated in
Figure 1 – a very high quality piece, to me
indistinguishable from the original factory item.
Duncan can also supply other hard-to-obtain

parts for our cars, including a very good
replica early choke cable. For a full list of what
is available, either contact Duncan direct or
visit his eBay shop ...
http://stores.ebay.co.uk/Classic-Bits

Finally, remember to grab a torch before you
peek up into your front left wheel-arch with a
magnifying glass – and if you are an Old Fogey
like me, don’t bend over too quickly because
opening a Frogeye bonnet is not the only
manouvre that can break your back.

John E. Davies (Member 3443)
jed2@cus.cam.ac.uk

A post script to John Davies article regarding
the route taken by the bonnet release cable; I
had difficulty in locating the tiny aperture for
the inner cable from the perspective of the
wheel arch, due to underseal and paint which
must have easily filled the hole. With the grille
out, I managed to pin point a very small
depression on the surface; this was easily
cleared out by twisting a 1

16" drill bit carefully
back and forth.

Having re-routed the bonnet cable correctly, it
just remains to fit the P clip under the slam
panel. Strangely, I cannot remember ever
having noticed the aperture for the P clip
before?

Philip Sellen 1153
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For what is now an annual event, this
being the third visit, we had organised a
weekend at the Sun Bay Hotel in Hope

Cove, Devon for the weekend of September
21st and 22nd. Due to work commitments,
people were making their own way there on
the friday, so Sue and I plus Pam and Bill set
off together on the friday morning in our
Midgets for an uneventful journey down. I
managed to keep the roof off until we stopped
for a coffee, but then it started raining so I
gave in to the inevitable, and we finished the
journey with hoods up. Not that it makes
much difference in my car – we were dripped
on from all sides. Bill and Gwyn + Rory the
dog arrived at the hotel in Lara and their
eurobox – I don’t think Gwyn fancied 200
miles with Rory on her lap. Rob and Bubs
turned up in a posh Merc convertible, as the
Westfield is not on the road at the moment, –
mine host Johnny was lending them his MGB
for the following day’s drive. The prize – had
there been one – for the longest journey went
(for the second year running) to Les and Diane

from Leyland, Lancs, who arrived looking
remarkably refreshed in their immaculate
Mk.2 Sprite from a 300 + miles journey. John
and Pom turned up late in the evening in a
MGBGT, as they could not get away until after
work.

Johnny and Jane (mine hosts) had organised
a well thought out picture quiz for the Friday
evening, which was entered by all the other
residents as well. As we failed again to fill all
14 rooms (please note for next year), Johnny
had put out an advert himself, so we were
additionally blessed with a 1965 Mini which
had come from Watford, plus another MGB
from Torquay. Having to put ourselves into
teams for the quiz, I had the foresight to adopt
schoolboy tactics for choosing whose team I
wanted to be in (I had previously emailed Les
to “double bagzee” being in his team, having
been in it last year when he singlehandedly
won the first prize). So I duly abandoned my
wife and joined up with Les and Diane, and
despite my input, we narrowly won again.
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Saturday greeted us with
clear blue skies, so for the
third year running we had a
fantastic day for our run out,
being joined by some local
cars, namely a Porsche 911,
MGF, Johnny and Jane in
their E-Type and an
Excalibur. To complete the
line up, we had 2 Harley
Davidson Bikes plus a
Triumph 650 as outriders.

Our route took us along the
coast to Dartmouth, stopping at the Marine
Hotel for lunch, the cars causing some
considerable interest, all parked in line along
the full length of the hotel. We returned
through Salcombe and finished up at the
Winking Prawn (careful) for afternoon tea and
the obligatory slab of treacle tart. On arriving
back at the hotel, Simon, who owned the
Excalibur, had generously provided bottles of
chilled champagne to greet us with.

A disco had been organised at the Hotel for
the evening, with a fancy dress theme of
St. Trinians, Schoolboys and The Blues
Brothers. It is too long a story to explain that
mix, but suffice to say that everyone entered
into the spirit and dressed up, including the
owners and the waitresses. The disco was as
usual a great success, finally playing the last

requests at 0130hrs (Sorry, that was my fault
– needed to finish with some Quo).

Then had to retire to the bar to cool down –
it’s tough, isn’t it.)

Sunday reverted to rain again I’m afraid, so it
was back home with hoods up and wet
trousers once more.

Funnily enough, Mo and Phil from the Warks
Brigade had earlier decided to come for the
weekend, but had to pull out due to work
commitments, and as Sue and I were tootling
home up the M5 somewhere near J8, who
should pull up alongside us in their Spridget ...

Next year more of the same, so keep
September free.

Geoff Mears

17



A Frogeye Returns Home

Being a lifelong Spridget fan, I always
wanted a Frogeye. I already owned a
Mk III Midget (for 27 years) and so to

own a car upon which the Midget was based
would be great. I live in the small seaside
town of Tenby in Pembrokeshire and in 1996,
whilst working in the town, a work colleague
told me that he knew of a Frogeye that was
partly restored but in an unfinished state
sitting in a barn on the edge of Tenby. It
belonged to the local Vet. This person had
bought the car years before and had been
quietly restoring it. Every opportunity I had to
take my dog or cat to the vet, I volunteered. Of
course there was an ulterior motive in
that I wanted to see the car. I didn’t
get the chance and a short while later
my job moved to another town. A
couple of years went by and one day
I decided to take the bull by the horns
and call and see the vet. He had now
retired. He agreed to show me the
car.

When I saw it I was just so excited.
Inside his barn he had constructed
what could best be described as a
sarcophagus made of insulation
board. The car was inside this. It was
nowhere near complete. Whilst much
of the bodywork had been

professionally repaired and in fact sprayed
in Old English White there was micro
blistering. The bonnet had not been touched
and was in a real state (see MASCOT 281
Saving a Frogeye Bonnet), the mechanicals
were in bits and the interior missing. I
asked if he had thought about selling it but
he was adamant that he was going to finish
it. I left dejected. Over the next few years I
would bump into him and he would give the
same answer although no work had
progressed on the car.

Then one evening in 2005 my son and I
were driving along the road next to his
home when I saw his sheep had escaped
on to the road. My son and I managed to
get them back into the field and I decided to
call and tell him what had happened. Of
course sheep turned to Frogs and low and
behold he agreed to sell me the car. I was

over the moon.

Whilst the car had deteriorated a little since
that first viewing, it was still a very viable
restoration project. I spent the next couple of
years restoring it.

During this period I realised that its registration
number emanated from the Isle of Wight,
beginning RDL. Whilst being a member of
MASC, I’m also a member of the MGOC and I
saw that they had a weekend planned on the
Isle of Wight during the weekend of 21-23
September 2007. What a perfect opportunity
to reunite the car with the Island. My wife
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Sharon and I duly booked and on Thursday
20 September 2007 we headed off from
Tenby in the Frogeye, hood down, for our
overnight stop at Botley near Southampton.
This was a journey of 240 miles and its first
major trip. The next morning we headed for
Portsmouth and the ferry to Fishbourne.

Our hotel was in Shanklin where we were to
be joined by 49 MGs. Needless to say we
were the only Frogeye and the oldest car on
the event. During the weekend we took part in
all the events including the Saturday Road
Run where I met an Isle of Wight resident,
Dave Batchelor with his OEW 1961 Frogeye
(1275cc). He was really excited at seeing a
Frogeye with an Isle of Wight registration
number and kept saying “That’s an Island
car”. Needless to say I photographed the
Frogeyes together. Everywhere we went our
car drew smiles and admiring looks. We were
sad to have to leave and on the Sunday
headed home to Tenby.

We had done a round trip of 650 miles in our
perfectly standard 1958 Frogeye (chassis
1991). The car went like a dream bar one
problem, which I traced to a poor earth on the
chassis. Sharon and I were delighted and it is
truly a part of our MG family. It has also been
christened ‘Poppy’.

Since returning I have contacted the County
Press which is an Island newspaper,
appealing for any information as to the original
owner of the car. You never know, I might be
lucky!

Neil Thomas, 3617
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On this our second trip to Angouleme we
were joined by a small convoy of Sprites
and Midgets from the MASC. With JJO

on the trailer behind my Alfa we cruised down

to Le Mans on the Thursday. Next day we left
the solo Spridgets to enjoy a tour of fairy
castles, etc and proceeded to our friend’s
home at Champniers, near Angouleme.
Visiting the town in the afternoon to collect my
‘goody bag’ from the mairie we found there
were already many classic and vintage cars
from the UK, France and other European
countries congregating in the streets and
squares, and many of the cafes and bars were
doing a good trade. From the goody bag I
discovered I was entered with the Sports and
GT cars including a number of Jag XKs and a
C type, plus a Lotus 11, a Peerless and a
Reliant Sabre 6. The only similar vehicle to
mine was Dick Skipworth’s ex-Ecurie Ecosse
Sprite. Last year my full race 998cc engine
with 649 cam and alloy flywheel proved to
have minimal torque and, with the 4.55 diff, I
had to change into 1st for all 3 hairpins on
every lap. This time I had a 1330 engine with
286 scatter cam, which gives good torque,
and a 4.875 diff.

On Saturday afternoon we had to go through
the painful process of administration and
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scrutineering. After a
lengthy wait at the Hotel de
Ville to show my
competition licence and to
hire a transponder (for
electronic lap timing) we
proceeded to the paddock
for scrutineering. Last year
we had problems with my
racing overalls which were
not to FIA spec and with my

fire extinguisher, which was not ‘in date’. So
what would they be after this time? The first
hurdle involved my FIVA log book – it seems I
should have a full FIA log book for the car.
The simple reason I haven’t is that it cost
£400 to £500 and for one annual event that
seems excessive. Next were the tyres –
nothing in the regs to say that we can’t use
modern sticky 60 series rubber but clearly
what they wanted to see was historic Dunlop
racing tyres. Then they didn’t like the
distributor being electronic. They
photographed the distributor and the
carburettors – by which time I was thinking
along the lines “Well, if you don’t want me to
participate I’ll be off to the bar and spectate”.
Eventually the necessary sticker was applied to
the car and we should have been ready for
Sunday practice. We intended to drive back to
our digs in the Sebring but it refused to start as
the fuel pump was just pumping air. After
much grovelling about in the dust under the
car, a puff from Midget racer Robert Dean into
the tank got rid of the air lock and we were off.
Overnight I changed the pump hoses which
seems to have remedied the fault.
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Sunday dawned fine and
sunny – the temperature
went above 30 in the
afternoon. In practice I was
delighted to find I could get
round the hairpins, on most
occasions, without needing
first gear and was passing
bigger cars in the twisty bits.
However, after 4 or 5 laps
the oil pressure light was
coming on and I decided to
come in. I was pleased to
find I was 6th fastest out of
14 cars with a lap in 1m 05.
There followed a lot of
deliberation about the oil
pressure problem followed by
a dash back to the house for
some Penrite 25/75 oil to
replace the normal 20/50. This brought the
cold pressure up to 60 lbs but clearly the
engine wasn’t right.

The start of the “race” was a complete fiasco.
No-one was quite sure how this was to be
effected but someone told me it was with a
flag. When all appeared ready a French
tricolour was raised momentarily and nothing

happened. The front two rows remained
stationary. Then cars started moving forward
from the back resulting in some bent
bodywork to several cars and we were off. The
Lotus 11 soon hit a barrier so we had to cruise
past it under yellow flags. Then Dick
Skipworth abandoned his Sprite on the exit of
the top hairpin bringing out the safety car.
JJO was getting very hot, as was I – we had
waited 40 minutes in the paddock in the heat
beforehand. The oil pressure was dropping
below 30lbs and the light kept coming on.
Perhaps foolishly I pressed on hoping to finish.
The safety car pulled in and 2 cars behind me
must have been shown a green flag before I
was and rushed past. My gear changes were
becoming stiffer and then halfway down the
straight the motor seemed to seize so I pulled
off. The motor was in fact still running and
wouldn’t stop so I put it in 3rd to stall it. As a
result I ended up with a jammed gearbox as
well as a seized engine.
I think I had made a reasonable showing,
running near the front of the field for 9 laps,
and received a standing ovation from some of
the grandstands as I toured back on the
breakdown truck.
I had had a lot of fun despite the rather
unsatisfactory result, and now have to sort out
the wrecked centre main bearing and rebuild
the engine – AGAIN!

Martin Ingall
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Spridget 50
A busy month for Spridget 50 has just passed though you might
not know it from the outside!
Firstly, the information I promised you last month. The MG
Owners Club have very kindly offered to handle all the bookings as
they are already set up for doing this. This saves Spridget 50
much expense and effort and is very much appreciated. Please see
below for booking details.
We had our committee meeting at Gaydon on the 29th September
which was an incredibly usefully exercise. We were able to view
the area where we are going to be packing 1000 Sprites and
Midgets into and measure out the space where the special
displays will be. Four of us attended in Spridgets and we took the
opportunity to get some smashing publicity photos outside the
Museum. Unfortunately on the way up from Hampshire the Toyota
gearbox in my Mk2 Sprite started making some nasty noises in
first and second so that’s another job to be done between now and the 24th of May 2008.
It was my first visit to Gaydon and I was very impressed. It’s a super building and the collection
while not large is very interesting. After the meeting Bill Mohan, Jonathan Whitehouse-Bird and
I spent some time wandering amongst the exhibits and mulling on some of the missed
opportunities of the British car industry.
But back to Spridget 50. Our next milestone is a major publicity effort at the Classic Motor Show
at the NEC in November. The flyer is presently being updated to include more information, the
price and booking details. A poster is also being produced.
Four of the five clubs involved have stands at the NEC and each will have at least one Spridget
on. The Spridget 50 message will also be very prominent on each stand with flyers and posters.
With all that has been going on we’ve not really had a chance to think about regalia for the
event but we are now addressing that and we are hoping to have a wide range of Spridget 50
branded clothing and souvenirs available soon.
I can also confirm that we will be having a concours competition on the day. To encourage
entries there will be no entry fee however we do ask that you register when booking. There will
also be a ‘Pride of ownership’ contest, with no emphasis on originality, that you can enter on
the day.
Pat Kimber (yes, he is ‘a Kimber’) from the Austin Healey Club is busy organising some excellent
talks and demos for the day. Some of the speakers he is lining up sound very interesting and I
hope I’ll be able to get enough free time on the day to attend at least one of the sessions.

Finally, if you’d like to be involved in the
greatest Spridget event ever then do please get
in touch. The committee would love some
more volunteers to do some organising (you
don’t have to attend any meetings) and then
on the day we are going to need lots of people
for marshalling and manning various stands.
You won’t have to commit your entire day and
we cannot possibly organise the event without
lots of helpers. Come and be a part of it.

Jeremy Cogman
jeremy@cogman.co.uk 07702 958450
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Moors Run August 18th 2007

After coffee at Lord Stones café on the
edge of the Cleveland Hills above Carlton
Bank nine Spridgets set off to explore the

North Yorkshire moors. The weather was not
looking too good so
most opted for their
hoods on. I decided to
brave it but a couple
of miles down the
road before the village
of Chop Gate, the
mist was looking
thicker down the
valley so we pulled in
and fitted the hood,
not a two minute job
as most Frogeye
owners know. Even
through the mist and
drizzle the heather
was clearly visible, for a taste of what was to
come when we reached the moor top.

During the climb up though
Westerdale the weather greatly
improved and the sweet smell
of the heather filled the car
interior over and above the hot
engine.

We snapped Ray and Sue
crossing the ford and thought
every one had negotiated it
successfully only to find out
later that the handbrake cable
on Tim and Sarah’s Sebrina had
snapped not long after leaving
Lord Stones so they had
returned home. They did join
us for the after-run debrief at
the Cross Keys and I’m sure
they’ll tackle the route at a later
date. Wearing woolly hats Gerry
and Trish, who joined us for the
first time, stayed warm with the
hood down for the whole day,
the way Midgets should be
driven.

Even though the weather wasn’t
at its best with suitable
refreshments at Castleton tea rooms, topped

off with ice cream at Ayton, the views over
Fryupdale were spectacular and I think we all
appreciated the North Yorkshire moors in their
splendour.

Thanks to everyone who joined us, some
travelling quite a distance even before the
gruelling climb up Carlton Bank to the start.

Geoff and Hilary Tucker
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BMH Re-visited – 14 August ‘07

Firstly a BIG thank you to Terry Horler for
a super write-up and Alan Lo for the
photos. And thanks to Barry for making

sure it all appeared in September’s MASCOT.
Well done all!

I’ve been in contact with BMH again and they
will be happy to see us again. There’s no
definite dates yet, but it should be around
mid-Summer ‘08. As soon as a date becomes
available it will be advertised in MASCOT. The

visits are generally 12 per visit on a first-come,
first served basis. I may be able to arrange 2
trips during the same week if required. If there
is no time for an advert here, I will contact the
30 people who were unfortunately not able to
be included in the visit this year.

George Harrison

MASC Miglia (September) 2009

The idea for this tour
would be a round trip
over eleven or twelve

days. Following a
Speedferries catamaran trip
from Dover to Boulogne the
tour would be in the region
of 2000 miles. The rough
outline would be (overnight
in italics)

1. Boulogne to Reims.
Stops at Arras and
Vimy Ridge Canadian
Memorial

2. Reims to Mulhouse for
the French National (Schlumph) Motor
museum and also the Locomotive
Museum.

3. Mulhouse driving through Switzerland to
Stelvio Pass (some 40+ hairpin bends
over 27 miles) Overnight stop TBA

4. Overnight stop to Brescia for Mille Miglia
Museum. Overnight stop possibly Turin

5. Turin to Nice via Tende Tunnel and Monte
Carlo

6. Nice to Overnight stop TBA
7. Overnight stop to Angouleme
8. Angouleme A day without driving
9. Angouleme A day without driving to watch

the Circuit des Remparts classic motor
race.

10. Angouleme to Le Mans
11. Le Mans to Boulogne

Many of you will be aware that Sue and Jim
Judd, John Larrington and I have for many

years toured extensively
across Europe, in Sprites
(948 – 1275), on the MSA
Euroclassic. That event has
unfortunately become too
expensive.

The MASC Miglia
(September) 2009 would
be a cheaper alternative
staying primarily at well
tried and tested Campanile
Hotels. Daily driving would,
hopefully, be limited to no
more than 250miles. Stops
would be attempted at

places of interest.

I would consider running this event
simultaneously with a shorter Angouleme Tour
2009 for those persons with limited leave
(6 days).

I would, as usual, be on hand, with overalls
and tools, to deal with minor breakdowns on
the major tour.

Entries would be for Midgets and Sprites or
derivatives only.

As such a tour would take some time to
plan and I will only proceed if I receive
sufficient interest therefore. Expressions
of interest are requested.

Alan Anstead
Area Representative for Surrey and Kent

Sections Tel: 01322-384050
Mail to alan.anstead@btopenworld.com
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To the Pyrenees with
an Austin-Healey Sprite

The rebuild of PMK 536 F
was completed in the Spring
of 2005 and much of that

and the following year was spent
going to some shows and a lot of
country drives with different clubs
in Wales, the Cotswolds, and
Southern England. The idea of a
driving holiday came to mind after
a conversation with our son’s
future Mother-in-Law (we hope!),
during which she mentioned that
she had a vacant week at her
holiday home on the Orkney Isles
and would we be interested.
So, June 2006, saw us take 3
days to drive to the Islands, spend a week
there, and take 3 days to return. All went very
well; the travelling was good and taken in easy
stages
(180-220 miles per day, on average), the
holiday home overlooking Scapa Flow was
wonderful, and the car performed well.
Luggage space was not a problem; we have a
second boot-lid with a spare-wheel mounting
attached, thus giving the whole of the boot
space for dry and secure stowage of all things
necessary.
I had always wanted to drive in the Pyrenees
and ‘Management’ always enjoyed France, so
she soon warmed to the idea of a 3-week
holiday in May ’07, 1 week to drive down the
west coast of France, 1 week in a ‘Gîte’
somewhere in the Pyrenees, and a week to
return home via the French Alps, the Vosges
mountains, and the eastern side of France.
During winter ’06 and early spring ’07 a route
was mapped out on the dining table, a
nice-looking Gîte was found in the RSPB’s
excellent quarterly magazine, Birds, in the
eastern foothills of the Pyrenees, suitable
Dover to Calais and return ferry crossings were
booked, along with hotels at regular intervals
on both the outward and return journeys.
The decision to pre-book all the hotels was
taken with the idea that it would give us more
time to sightsee en-route, rather than have to

start looking for them at about 4pm every day.
We chose the Ibis group of hotels and found
them to be basic, but very clean and
adequate. Pre-booking also gave us a sense of
security, knowing that we had safe parking for
the car, and a good restaurant and comfortable
bed at the end of each day’s travel. A
route-card holder was made and the entire
route written down on 5"x3" cards. The holder
was positioned above the dashboard using the
windscreen centre rod bracket and angled
towards the driver. All this allowed
Management to enjoy the scenery instead of
having her head buried in a road atlas all day.
The system worked very well although the
atlas did have to be consulted on several
occasions (more on that later). Also attached
to one side of the holder was a bracket to
mount a forward-facing camcorder to record
some of the better driving experiences along
the route (more on that later, as well).
And so it was with car prepared, passports
checked, Euros acquired, cases packed and
loaded (along with a lot of other things
deemed to be necessary) that the journey
began. The rest of the story I will tell you on a
day-by-day basis – we kept a diary!

Monday May 14th. Worcester to Calais

Now I know you are asking – why start a
holiday on a Monday and not the previous
Saturday? Two reasons:- ferry crossings are
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cheaper on a Monday than on a Saturday, but
more importantly, Sunday May 13th. was the
Cheltenham and Cleeve Vale Rotary Club’s
annual thrash up Prescott (enough said!).

So Monday it was, and it poured down with
rain all day. The holiday very nearly came to
an abrupt end, before it had started, when less
than three miles out of Worcester, a car pulled
out in front of us from the right. A bit of
‘undertaking’ using a convenient bus-stop
saved the day, but we could not help
wondering, as we continued, if the English
could do this to us, then with what would the
French greet us! The cross-country journey
from Worcester to Dover (well, even with a
3-7 diff. Sprites were never motorway cars!)
was otherwise uneventful, passing Oxford,
Reading, Guildford, and Eastbourne. Waitrose
in Wallingford provided an excellent coffee and
sticky-bun for a mid-morning break and the
journey continued with Management plugging
gaps in a hood, that only fits where it touches,
all the way to Dover.

Our crossing was the 17.45, but as we had
arrived at 16.50 and the next one was 17.00,
the Nice Man at P&O said that if we wanted
to, and if we were quick, we could board the
17.00. Well, we both wanted to, and were
quick! Ten minutes later saw us boarded,
parked, and heading for the restaurant. Ports
and ferries are so much more civilised than
airports and planes! At 19.45, local time, we
were disembarked at Calais and heading for
our first hotel, a five-minute drive away. The
internet booking system had worked, the hotel
was expecting us, and a small, but dry (high
priority after the day’s journey) room was
ready. We were in France.

Tuesday May 15th. Calais to Falaise

We awoke to blue skies, sunshine, and a light
breeze, and setting off, after an excellent
continental breakfast, we felt that we had it
made. Successfully negotiating Calais centre
and finding the coast road that we wanted, we
headed west towards Boulogne. High ground
near Cap Grand Nez gave us a wonderful
view, over a flat-calm Channel, of the White
Cliffs of Dover. The hood was down, the
weather was fine, the roads smooth with little
traffic; oh! this is the life, we thought. Our
euphoria lasted until Abbeyville, when two

things happened. We got lost in the
town-centre and it started to rain, heavily. The
hood went up, the road-atlas came out, and
u-turns became regular occurrences. A good
hotel on the outskirts of Falaise provided a
much-needed refuge and our spirits were
further lifted by the evening meal. Perhaps the
day had not been so bad after all; it just
needed a few adjustments to the route plan!

Wednesday May 16th.
Falaise to Chatellerault

At last, a day that started fine and finished
even better. Our route now took us south,
by-passing Le Mans (shame) and heading into
the Loire Valley. Long straight roads and open
countryside took us into the Loire Valley and to
the riverside town of Saumer, with its
magnificent chateau high on a hill overlooking
the town. A walk round the chateau stretched
our legs and then onward to a supermarket in
Chinon to purchase a picnic lunch. A pleasant
hour eating the lunch in a roadside picnic area
on the edge of town, watched by chaffinches
who cleaned up after us, was followed by a
short journey to Richelieu. This is a walled
town with large old houses, each with a big
courtyard behind imposing gates. Another
excellent evening meal in a hotel at
Chatellerault, where our 4th floor room gave
us a very good view over the local forest.

Thursday May 17th.
Chatellerault to Perigueux

A change of weather and scenery. The
weather was wet and windy all day and the
scenery changed from long straight roads and
wide-open spaces to hills and valleys with
forests and undulating sweeping roads. A visit
to Angouleme had been planned and much
looked forward to, but the weather put a
dampener on it. We took a walk round the
famous Ramparts and the old town, but,
although the town is on a hill, little of the
surrounding countryside could be seen. Lunch
was taken in the car-park of a Carrefour
hypermarket on the edge of town, before we
drove on to our next hotel in Perigueux, the
capital of the Dordogne, on the river Isle. Our
exercise for the day was a walk round this
lovely medieval town before the evening meal
in the hotel restaurant overlooking the river.
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Friday May 18th. Perigueux to Montauban

What a difference a day makes – dry and
sunny and ‘hood down’. A nice morning’s
drive through rolling countryside to the small
town of Beaulieu, full of alleyways and small
squares with medieval houses and churches,
and a bonus! Beaulieu is in the heart of
‘strawberry’ country, and very good they were
too! Lunch was taken at a local ‘friterie’,
crepes and fresh orange-juice (Mmm!). Forty
minutes drive saw us entering Rocamadour, a
town of 12th. century pilgrimage origins,
‘glued’ onto the side of a rock-face. We parked
the car in the valley overlooked by the town
and took ‘le petit train’ up to the High Street, a
popular place with the tourists. We drove on,
south, through Cahors (got lost – out with the
road-map) and on to Montauban (got
lost – out with...) and our next hotel.
It should have been easy to find – it
was in the dead centre of town, yes,
next to a cemetery (sorry, bad joke,
but we needed one after today). We
must crack this problem of
town-centres without sign-posts.

Saturday May 19th.
Montauban to Moulin-de Perle

Weather fine, hood down, and into
the mountains – what more could we
want. A visit to Carcassonne came
first; this is a place that I have
wanted to visit for many years and it
did not disappoint. This town is
something of a ‘one-off’, a complete,
walled, medieval town on a hill. A
wonderful place, very popular with the
tourists. Lunch in a corner restaurant.
watching the world go by, was very good,
followed by a walkabout with Management
doing the by now obligatory purchasing of
postcards. We drove on to the Fenouilledes,
the eastern foothills of the Pyrenees, stopping
only at a supermarket in Quillan before
continuing to our ‘Gîte’ in the mountains. The
roads are beginning to get interesting; I can
feel a twitch in my right foot, I shall do my
best to control it (not for too long, I hope).

Sunday May 20th

After a week on the road it was felt that a quiet
day would be a good idea, so the morning was

spent at a street market in Esperaza, and it
was some market; it took over the whole town.
A freshly cooked chicken purchased in the
market provided the basis of a very good
Sunday lunch back at the Gîte (a few bottles of
Kronenburg 1664 helped!) A gentle walk
mid-afternoon along deserted roads nearby
was the day’s exercise. This is a lovely area for
flora and fauna, there being both in
abundance.

Monday May 21st

It was time to get out and on the road. The
weather started damp but had improved by
midday to fine and sunny. Leaving the Gîte we
took to the mountains proper through Sournia
to Prades for lunch before returning via

Mosset, the Col de Jeu, and Axat. This was
our first taste of the mountain roads in the
Pyrenees and much use was made of the
camcorder in its fixed position behind the
windscreen and facing forward. This produced
some wonderful ‘footage’, aided by a fair
measure of ‘hooligan’ driving, which earned a
reprimand from Management, as the few cars
that came the other way and flashed by were
on HER side, not mine. So I will behave
myself from now on, but these roads and
passes make Prescott look very tame by
comparison.

Adrian Turley 3745

To be continued
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Trip to Europe

The 1,900-mile trip in our Midget started
with an excellent weekend at the
Goodwood Revival enjoying Chicane

Grandstand seats to view the track action in
between visits to the Paddock. We helped
Jeremy Cogman and Sarah to distribute
Spridget 50 leaflets and chatted with the
owner of a Sebring replica with some
interesting period parts.

On the Monday it was off to France to make
the most of driving along quiet roads and
through many sleepy villages. Then into the
Champagne area where the fields were full
of pickers. Luxembourg was next, travelling
along the western side of the Moselle valley
for a while before crossing over to Germany.
A strange odour had developed, emanating
from the engine bay somewhere, but we
only tracked down the source when the
Midget failed to restart. The battery fluid had
been evaporating. No wonder it smelt horrid!
Luckily on topping up the battery it
recovered and we had no further problems.
In Germany we headed for Holland via
Nurburgring. It was not a public day so we
didn’t go to the circuit instead making do
with stopping by a bridge taking the track
over the road. In Holland we visited Liberty
Park in Overloon. Consisting of two
museums it is built on the site of the

heaviest tank battle ever on
Dutch soil in September 1944.
The Marshall Museum houses
over 150 historical vehicles and
aircraft including some tanks
from the Battle of Overloon. Just
over the border in Germany we
came across the Reichswald
Forest CWGC Cemetery
containing over 7,500 war
graves mostly from early 1945
operations. Sadly we didn’t have
enough time left to see much of
Arnhem so plan to go back
another time.

On Friday afternoon it was time
to head off to find our farmhouse
B&B for the Dutch Spridget Tour
weekend. We met up with the
organisers, Sipke (Spike), Tom

and Richard and some of the other
participants, including Arie, in Overdinkel near
the German border and had a very relaxing
evening over a Grolsch or two. The Saturday
morning start included over 30 Spridgets of
various ages with a few from Germany and
just us from Britain. It was good to meet Bas
from Groningen and the BBS. The organisers
had produced a special English version of the
road book for us including Tulip instructions,
an arrow stage and a compass section all in
both kilometres and miles. We also had 18
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photographed locations to spot, in the correct
order, along the way. The organisation was
excellent: an ice cream stop, a sandwich and
coffee stop and in the evening a BBQ with
plenty more Grolsch and wine available. We
thoroughly enjoyed the day and chatted to lots
of people. Every team received a smart
compass as a souvenir and Mark and I came
4th in getting the photo locations spotted. Arie

was busy handing out
Spridget 50 leaflets and
quiet a few folk are
keen to come over to
Gaydon next May.

On Sunday those
remaining gathered for
a ‘follow-the-leader’ tour
of the area
criss-crossing the
border many times. We
visited a watchtower
and a land museum
before finishing at a caf‚
where we enjoyed
waffle, hot cherries, ice
cream and cream
before thanking the
organisers and saying

our ‘Tot ziens’. Mark and Arie led the way in
Arie’s K-series with Muriel and I following in
my Midget across Holland (by motorway
through necessity) to the Rotterdam ferry. We
hope to go back next year for the 5th Dutch
Spridget Tour. See you there maybe.

Anita Lachowicz and Mark Boldry
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2008 Silverstone Classic
Silverstone Classic will be held on Fri 25 – Sun 27 July. The featured

marque will be Lola. More details to follow when available. Keep these
dates free so as not to miss this great event. Many thanks Hubie Albany.

Classic Motor Show – 9/10/11 November 2007
Warwickshire Area Group are again organising the MASC stand at the NEC in

November. This year the show’s theme is First and Last so we are showing Chris
Yates’ Frogeye Sprite, Paul Coveney’s Austin Sprite, John Davies’ Mk I Midget

and Andy Bourne’s Midget 1500.

Still time to save money and buy your tickets online, which when you hand the
stubs to us on the stand will earn the club £1.00 commission.

Please all come and introduce yourselves to us on stand 2C10 and take the
opportunity for maybe a sit down and a chat !



Cambridgeshire Report

Mad Cat night arrived and
despite the gathering
autumnal gloom it turned

out to be a nice sunny evening and
so it was the first Sprite trip since
our latest French adventure. We
turned up early planning to get a
meal before proceedings kicked off
(and save Mum from the washing
up) as it turned out we were not
alone Trish and Mick were slightly
ahead of us and Nigel and Diane
slightly behind all with the same
idea so it quickly became an eating
meeting. When 8 o’clock rolled round (or
slightly after) I made my excuses and went
next door into the bar to see who else had
arrived and was greeted by Sally and Hubie
who mentioned that they had heard another
Sprite arrive but no one had appeared, so
another door and I was out in the car park to
find yet another MASC meeting taking place
outside among our six proper cars. Biggles
was crawling about under various Spridgets
with his digital callipers in his hand tacking
measurements, and even borrowed my torch, I
managed to coax most people inside and form
a joined up meeting apart from Biggles who
was flitting in and out armed with strange
mechanical objects swaddled in old towels
(kind of fumble bags without the fumbling).
Eventually the joined up meeting got cracking
with arrangements for the weekend trip to
Donnington Park, in the end we decided to all
meet up at Peterborough services on the A1
for breakfast (yet another eating meeting) and
then travel in convoy. We agreed to use the
scenic route supplied by my mate the aptly
named Don. While the men were talking car
things it seems the ladies were not just
knitting and doing their nails but actually
plotting the Christmas meal and had decided
that this year it would be combined with an
activity and that we would do it all in
Peterborough.
The initial plan was for a rematch from last
years bowling event but that got revised into a
night at the Dogs (sounds like fun to me). Also
the treasure hunt had been rescheduled for the
30th. Next HTJ produced a fumble bag and I

have to say it was a bit tricky so I finished up
with a slightly less than perfect score, and
even our famous fumblers struggled
somewhat.

It was Diane’s birthday and she had a very
nice sparkly thing to show for it (happy
birthday Diane). Biggles continued to do
mysterious things in the car park as the
evening progressed very pleasantly, HTJ kept
alluding to some mysterious secret (the thing
that Diane had mentioned in last month’s Mad
Cat report) and kept offering me tranquillisers
to help with the shock when he finally told me
(a crash trolley was even mentioned).
Eventually HTJ could contain himself no more
and had to spill the beans, Was he a mass
murderer, a person of dubious sexuality or
even someone who shops at Tesco, no much
much worse he had secured a place in the
MASC calendar for his poor Midget with a
picture containing a hideously inappropriate
object, yes a roof, a roof on an open car.
Actually it was quite nice to think that at least
two of the Cambs guys had got through the
rigorous selection criteria and made it in to the
calendar, and to be honest I am not that
surprised at John (I think all the time he spent
in Australia has left it’s mark). The meeting
broke up at about closing time leaving us with
just a day before the next event.

Saturday dawned bright and early with brilliant
sunshine (as always for our events) so I
loaded up the gazebo and headed for Haddon
and breakfast for 8-30. Suitably stuffed with
bacon baguettes I led our brave little convoy
out on to the open road, through tunnels of
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trees, past ancient windmills and by still
waters. By the time we reached Donington
(a little later than expected) most of us had
travelled past Stilton, Melton Mowbray and
other tasty places. There was a wonderful
echoey tunnel leading us under the track to
the infield parking, however the event
seemed poorly organized with not much
marshalling and no one to direct us to our
prebooked MASC area, in the end we just
picked a good vantage point and parked
there, Sally and Hubie graciously provided
us all with a much appreciated cup of tea
as the racing commenced. A short time later
we were joined by a contingent from the Home
Counties, who had also given up looking for
the MASC area and parked further round the
track (they later joined us at our spot). My
apologies to anyone else from MASC who may
have been at the event but did not find us but
it just wasn’t that well organized. The event
itself was very good with some fabulous cars (I
have never seen so many Bugattis in one
place before) and some brilliant racing, but I
think we were all a little spoilt for it by the
fabulous Silverstone event a few weeks before.
Silverstone was a little better value for money,
much better organized, a lot bigger, the pits

were more welcoming, there was a lot more to
see and really it was better in every way. To
be fair I think Donington was a good event and
if we had not been to Silverstone we would
have appreciated it a lot more. It was an
enjoyable day and the MASC contingent didn’t
start to break up and drift off until about 5-30
with the Home Counties guys heading south to
their homes and the Cambs guys travelling
north to forage for food. Pat and I sadly had a
prior engagement and so tagged on the back
of the convoy for as long as possible before
breaking off at Empingham and heading for
home.

Dave Dixon

Bristol Area Report

Here I am, tapping this out at 8.00am on
Sunday the 14th of October, the final
day for inclusion in the November

edition of MASCOT. Mr Editor is at this very
moment sharpening his editorial deadline axe.
No, I don’t believe in doing things at the last
moment, but this month, I have been waiting
for that last minute story to illuminate my
otherwise lacklustre scriptures. So, unless
something earth shattering happens within the
next half hour, this is it.
Our October meeting at the Rose and Crown at
Pucklechurch saw 6 of us gathered around the
table. Again, I was out of step with the
majority. It is usually me that turns up in a
non Spridgley thing when everyone else does.
So I turn up in my multi shades of red Frogeye
(not so obvious in the dark), and only Phil
Sellen braves the darkness in his Midget
Mk11. More importantly however, people turn
up in whatever to make it a good evening.

Alan Lo brings along his laptop with the latest
monthly photos and video clips, Andy Cross
has a very interesting book which contains the
development story of the A Series engine,
amongst other contemporary engines. John
Battey bids us farewell for the winter months
as he heads off to Fiji to escape our salt laden
roads.

Colin Gayle has one more outing in his Hill
climb/sprint Midget to look forward too this
year, and I have a bag of Ace Mercury wheel
embellisher adaptors to get rid of (definitely an
under the table transaction). Alan has more
recently acquired some Ace Astra wheel
embellishers, despite some obvious differences
between the Mercury and Astra types, not so
obvious; the adaptor threads are different too.
Seems like you have a problem there Alan!

Event wise, I attended the monthly Tintern
gathering of Classic vehicles in the Frogeye.
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Unfortunately, none of my Masc chums could
make it for a convoy over the Severn Bridge.
Likewise, neither were any of my fellow
Classic and Historic Club members heading
that way to my knowledge. Instead, I was the
odd one out in the local Mini Club. Five cars
arrived at the Severn Bridge toll booths, only 2
got through, one Mini and my Frogeye. As we
departed the toll booths, I saw a Mini driver
exit his vehicle, it had broken down. I would
like to say that the ensuing queue jammed up
the Motorway half way to London, it might
make good reading but it wouldn’t be the
truth! Nevertheless, it was a good 20 minutes
before the remaining Minis rejoined us. Now
that sort of thing never happens in the Midget
and Sprite Club does it?

It was a good Tintern gathering, a very
informal event on the first Sunday of the
month – you just turn up and enjoy. A convoy
of Classic commercial vehicles and cars
passed by and were rumoured to be finishing
their run at Chepstow Race Course, this we
passed on our way to Tintern. We called in on
our way home and were rewarded by a second
dosage of Classic vehicles on the same day.
Around 50 commercials and 25 cars, and no
entry fee here either.

Well, half an hour has passed and nothing
earth shattering has occurred, sorry Barry, it
may be dull, but at least it’s on time.

Terry Horler

Dutch Report

Hi folks, it’s been a while but I’m back. I
had some very busy but fun months
which involved travelling with the

Midget. Thank you Alex for writing last
month’s report and keeping us up to date on
the finishing of your Midget project. Now
where have I been? Just about the whole of
Europe or more specific: Germany, South
England, again in south England, Yorkshire,
Scotland.

Have you ever been in an elevator specially for
cars??? Those who did the Saturday run on the
German Spridgettreffen have, I kid you not! In
the harbour area of Hamburg-city the route to
take went under the river but not by ordinary
tunnel, oh no, they made us take a car lift
which could take 2 Spridgets at once which
then dropped 20 to 30 mtrs (I think). Once at
the bottom the doors opened and there was a
nice single road tunnel with great acoustics
(he he he) which led to... another elevator.
This one took us up again and delivered us at

normal ground level again. What an
experience!!! Great engineers these Germans.

Visited MG Silverstone in June where I met
lots of other Spridgetteers from MASC and the
BBS. It’s great to be able to put faces to
names especially to the Walbran family from
New Zealand. Probably the biggest K-Spridgets
gathering too with at least 9 cars attending. I
visited Silverstone again in July for the Classic
Event and met even more MASC-eteers and
went from there to Yorkshire and Scotland.

More on that in a later story but I can tell you
the Scottish Trip was great and for those who
want to do the same route just follow the
oil-track from Yorkshire all the way to Kendall,
Scottish east/north/west coast and Orkney
Isles. The oil track was made by Matt
Wrigglesworth’s leaking 1275 Midget which
made the Exon-Valdez oil-disaster look like
nothing. Will be continued... Cheers.

Arie
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Emails to the Editor
From John Sprinzel

Hi Barry,
Enjoyed the September magazine, as always,
and especially seeing a Sebring on the cover. I
did notice however, that the anti-roll bar end
links pointed downwards. I always turned these
up, so that the knuckle was not in danger of
hitting anything, which would certainly happen
with that low suspension. In our day, kerbs
didn’t exist on race tracks, and were often just
edged by low concrete block walls, but
nowadays the high kerbs would be really bad
for those low ends. Just a thought!

Aloha, John
Hi Barry,
I hope you don’t get too cross with me writing
all the time, but when I see obvious historical
errors, I feel they need to be corrected because
once stuff is in print, in then goes on to be
quoted by others as fact.
With reference to the article “The Record
Takers” (MASCOT p 32–34 October ’07 issue),
Graham Hill was not in on the formation of
Speedwell – he approached me sometime the
following year for a job as Works Manager. He
was Engines Boss at Lotus, and felt that his
usefulness there prevented Colin from giving
him a race car drive. After he joined us, this in
fact happened, as the history books show, and
his assistant at Lotus, Keith Duckworth, took
over and eventually teamed up with Mike
Costin, another Lotus genius, to form Cosworth
which played such a huge part in British Motor
Sport, and later for their worldwide successes.
The Speedwell Bonnet was designed long
before the GT, and was developed by George
Hulbert, Frank Costin and myself in order to get
rid of the original headlamps which were not
exactly the perfect answer to aerodynamics. I
ran the prototype on the Liege-Rome Rally in
1959, and Stuart Turner and I won the class.
The GT was designed and built onto my original
Sprite PMO 200 at the end of 1959, and first
displayed to the public at the Racing Car Show
of 1960, in the parade of Championship
winning cars (It had won the British Rally
Championship of 1959) so John Venner Pack’s
brilliant success with the GT cannot have been
in 1959. John was not at Speedwell during my
time there. I left Speedwell at the end of 1959,
to join Healeys, and the record breaker idea
was just then being developed by the firm.

Speedwell didn’t have any “successes at
Sebring” it was Donald Healey Motor Company
and my own firm’s cars which raced at Sebring
in 1960 and 1961, and – as most of your
readers will know, the Sebring Sprite had our
bodywork shaped by Williams and Pritchard
and the interior trimmed by the original pair of
Wood and Pickett, before the firm grew and
became famous for custom Minis.
Again, with the Sebring, the bonnet came first,
on the 1960 RAC and the full Sebring
Coachwork appeared at Sebring in 1961, on
cars driven by Pat and Stirling Moss and Paul
Hawkins and Cyril Simson. The original
PMO200 car was driven later that year, by Vic
Elford and Paul Hawkins on the RAC Rally,
which was both of these great racers first
International Event as drivers.
The Speedwell Records information is, I am
pretty sure, totally correct though by the time
they took the cars to Belgium, I was well
esconced at Healeys.
By the way, I got to know Frank Costin when
he came to us at Speedwell to try and get us to
be the agent for Marcos cars, which he had just
designed (the original REALLY ugly one) I
actually did a road test for some magazaine or
other, and took it to Tring to Moss family home
for Stirling to try out. He reckoned it had magic
roadholding. Although we turned the Marcos
down then, My Lancaster Mews firm became
the only Marcos agent in the sixties, when that
beautiful coupe was their product, first in wood
and then in steel. I sold one of those to a young
Canadian lady, who is still with me today, my
wife Caryl.

Aloha, John

From Alan Anstead

Hi Barry
Another brilliant edition for October!
MASC Miglia 2009 ... if interested I need
expressions of interest (by e-mail please) as it
will take some planning hence 2009. If I get
enough interest I may also re-run the
Angouleme tour for 2008. Get your diaries out
as 2008 events continue to number. Last
nights Sussex meet seemed a success so to all
that live in that County. “What about some
support.”

Alan Anstead
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It has been a quiet month following the
flurry of activity with August events; our
only planned outing followed a suggestion

from Hubie Albany from the Cambridgeshire
Group that we join them for the “See Red
Event” at Donington Park. Andy Bourne, who
has already shown his overdrive project earlier
in MASCOT, was now keen to test his new
installation in his Midget and Chris was
running-in his Sat Nav in the new Mk IV Sprite
so they met up at 7.00 am on the M40 bridge
at Gaydon to travel together. Arriving well in
advance of anybody else it was possible
to park in a prime site with a perfect
view of the track from the cars
themselves. Practice commenced in the
morning with the serious racing after
lunch and we were treated to vehicles
ranging from Edwardian racers to
Formula Junior and early Grand Prix
cars as well as motor cycles. The
highlight for me was the W125
Mercedes “Silver Arrow” which
completed several laps of the circuit
demonstrating the sheer power (8 cyl
in-line, 5,660 cc and 646 bhp) and
awesome presence of this 1937 racing
car with a top speed of over 186 mph!!

We shared the experience with the members
of the Cambridgeshire whom we eventually
found in the VSCC paddock where one
enterprising member had converted the boot of
his Sprite into a tea station and was providing
everyone with tea and coffee.

John Platt kindly offered to chair our October
Meeting as Alan and Chris were not available
and he outlined the day he had planned at the
Autumn Steam and Vintage Rally at
Toddington which replaced the originally
planned Severn Valley Railway event having
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Mercedes W125
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been cancelled due to sections of the track
being literally washed away in the floods.

There was the National Restoration Show and
Grand British Autojumble on Sunday 28th
October to stock up for winter projects, but the
next MASC event also being masterminded by

John with help from the Warwickshire
members is the Classic Motor Show at the
NEC Birmingham where we look forward to
meeting many of our old friends and making
new ones.

Chris and Sheila
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Is There An Area Group Near You?
Those members fortunate to be within reach of an Area Group will already appreciate

the benefits, with lasting friendships made and someone always close to solve the
inevitable problems that we occasionally have with our cars.

Certain parts of the country could do with a group and it would only take two of you
meeting monthly at a decent pub to start a new group.

I have checked the database and can identify possible areas vacant with member
numbers Devon/Cornwall (14) Oxfordshire (11) Northern Ireland (6) Some have had
active groups previously. Wiltshire (18) needs an area rep following the sad death of

Ian Rider

Should you consider gauging interest for a group near you, I would be happy to put
other members in touch to test the water.

Contact John Platt (membership sec) details in MASCOT.

Track-side view



44



Yorkshire Report
Monthly Meetings

These have been a bit hit and miss over the
summer months, partly due to the poor
weather but mostly due to poor organisation
on my part. I hope you will accept my
apologies. However some of us did get
together for a BBQ at the beginning of
August and for a Moors Run organised by
Geoff and Hilary. Matt and Lizzie, Andy B,
Guy and Arie headed off for a tour of
Scotland visiting a Spridget owner in Orkney.
Some of us made it to Silverstone for the
Classic at the end of July where it was great
to meet with MASC members from other
areas as well as other Spridget owners from
other clubs. More recently some of us met
up at Tim and Sarah’s wedding although not
all of us were able to bring our Spridgets.

Our October meeting was held in Birstall,
near Batley. Mark H and his Dad Ken were
there to update us on what has been done
on Mark’s Midget since we last saw them
months ago. Mark was very interested in
Mike Y’s Smart convertible. I hope he’s not
thinking of selling the Midget. Nick and his
Dad Richard arrived in Nick’s Caterham and
have offered to organise the February 2008

meeting. Andy B brought some photos of
racing Frogeyes for Mark’s research for our
Frogeye (yes we now have a Frogeye in our
‘garage’). Mike N had a drink in the wrong

pub before joining us in his Midget.
Mick and Tim arrived a bit later
even though both live close by. Ian
was there too but Claire couldn’t
make it this time. We missed
meeting Jonathan F who did come
to the pub but sadly wasn’t able to
spot us in the corner. He has a
1500 Midget due to be on the road
next spring.

Rally News

In September Simon and Trevor
came 13th overall out of 38
finishers in the 19th Classic
Marathon taking in 2300km of
awesome scenery in Norway in
Simon’s ‘Yellow Peril’ MKIV Sprite.
Nick and Josie have been so busy
continuing with their rally season
that we haven’t seen them for ages
as they are away so often.

45



Tyne Bridges Run October 7th

Lisa from Whitley Bay organised a Tyne Bridges
Run. Starting in Byker, Newcastle we crossed
numerous bridges over the Tyne as we followed
its course inland towards Alston in Cumbria.
Mark and I took my Sprite out for a change
and collected Andrew H in his Frogeye and
Nick V and friend Steve in Nick’s superbly
restored Midget on our way north from
Knaresborough. Lisa and Rob arrived next in
her 1500. Jim and Kerry couldn’t come in his
Midget ‘Sooty’ as it is still in restoration mode.
Good to meet Jim as many of us have chatted
to him on the BBS. Guy drove over from
Kendal in his Austin Sprite and last to arrive
was Jordan in his IOW. Our first mistake was

to drive off leaving all three driver-only cars at
the back. At least Jordan had some idea of
how to get out of Newcastle! We eventually
regrouped in a lay-by somewhere before losing
Lisa, Andrew and Guy at the traffic lights over
the bridge in Hexham as Rob had stopped
following the instructions. Mark and I stopped
a bit further on to wait for them but gave up
only to find out later that they had taken a
short cut to catch up. Well they missed some
great scenery as even through the mizzle we
had some fantastic views. The best moment
was when a fabulous red squirrel ran across
the narrow road near Slaggyford. We regrouped
at a pub in Alston to chat and look at some of
the pictures and videos taken during the day
over an excellent Black Sheep or two before
heading home in different directions.

Dates

Saturday 3rd November at The Three Hares,
Bilbrough, York YO23 3PH meeting at
11.30am for lunch at 12.00pm followed by a
short drive to see the Craven Collection of
Motorbikes at Stockton on the Forest. There is
Garden Centre and Teashop over the road for
those not interested in the bikes and
memorabilia collection.

December meeting Sat 1st contact me for
details.

Anita
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Summer Hits the Home Counties!

So summer has finally hit the Home
Counties. It was Sunday 16
September and time for our second

run in two weeks! It was Maurice and
Sharon’s time to organise us.

The weather was a big draw as we
managed to entice 9 cars on to the run.
One Frogeye driven by Maurice, a MkII
Sprite for Lily and Vic, a MkIII Sprite
driven by Chris with Pat, Steve’s MkIII
Midget with Bryan co-piloting, Dave and
Jenny in their MkIV Sprite and Ian and
his 1500 Midget. Plus we had Mike and
Sue in his A40 (a Sprite with a big
body!) and Maurice and Sharon’s friends
in their lovely Morris Minor convertible
(a cousin?). Those of you who are more
numerically gifted will have spotted
that’s only 8 cars. Well Jen and I made
it 9, but we had to follow behind the
others at a respectful distance in the
MX5. Our Frog just wouldn’t go despite
hours of tinkering.

We didn’t meet at Tesco for a change, but at
the Bridgewater Arms in Little Gaddesden.
After Maurice provided each car with a packet
of Polos for the trip (a new Home Counties
tradition?) we were off on our travels. A great
route took us over Ivinghoe Beacon and on to

Winslow, where we stopped for coffee in a
classic British tea shop. We filled the small car
park to capacity and took all the seats inside,
in fact a couple of us had to stand. It was
agreed by the more senior members of the
group that it was a trip down memory lane
and very quaint, but they didn’t know what a
double espresso mochaccino was!

From the tea shop we followed a
winding route out towards the
Claydon’s and on through the
Bucks countryside and ending with
a flirt with the edge of Oxfordshire.

We had a few notable events on
the road; at one point the queue of
cars ahead of us came to an abrupt
halt and people jumped from their
cars. To us it looked like we had
stopped to pick up road kill, but it
turned out that Maurice’s spare cap
had blown off Sharon’s head, “We
wouldn’t have stopped if it had
been my hat” Sharon quipped at
lunch. Another more serious
looking incident was Lily and Vic
taking to the grass along a straight
road as we passed two joggers.
Was Vic giving them an extra bit of
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space I thought, but I understand that the off
roading may have been caused by Vic
checking the lady jogger’s front bumpers in his
mirrors.
When we stopped for lunch at the Bell in
Chearsley, a lovely old thatched pub where
there was a wide selection of food on offer,
something for everyone in fact. They coped
very well with us all. The weather was good
enough for us to sit in the garden, despite our

initial scepticism, but we had to rearrange the
furniture to get us all sitting in a line.
We consulted the map and left the pub to
follow the multitude of routes home that is
always the case for the HCNW. Good weather,
good route, good food, good company; all in
all a good day.

Mark Hall

Linc’slot

Three Spridgets at the White Hart on
Thursday. One regular, Pete and Mary’s
1500, and two new faces. Nice to meet

Phil with his red MK III Midget, and Ray with
his green one. Hey, was that British racing
green? I couldn’t tell under the orange car park
lights.
Lizzie Bartlett fielded questions about the
renovation of Freddie, her exquisite Frogeye
Sprite. As I write, I am hoping to be able to
see the TV programme about it, shown on the
9th October, on Discovery Real Time.
Congratulations to Lizzie, not only for the
renovation, and the programme, but also for
the very good article she wrote for last month’s
MASCOT. Well done.
I’m afraid my Midget had a bulb failure,
preventing me from using it to attend the

meeting. Couldn’t risk the wrath of the local
Constabulary.
Hope to see Tim and Jill next month. Tim tells
me he took one of his classics to London for a
filming session. It was a Vauxhall Victor. He
says he wished it had been his Sprite as that,
at least, has a heater.
Details of our Christmas Sunday Lunch are in
the front of this MASCOT.
Some of us are off to the Classic Motor Show
at the N.E.C. on Sunday 11th November.
Hope to see you there. Don’t forget to video
The Antiques Road Show on the BBC on this
day. It is Remembrance Sunday, and the
program was filmed at the East Kikby Aviation
Heritage Centre where they have a taxiing
Lancaster.

Brian Jeffery

Market Place
Adverts to Alan Lo

23 Charnell Road, Staple Hill, Bristol, BS16 5NE
email: alan@mobuzzing.net Tel: 0117 9572617

For Sale
Midget parts all new: Headlight bowl
(plastic) HMP 290042 pair £12, Headlight
bowl gasket 009403 pair £5, Headlight rim
500929 pair £15, Headlight rim 515218A
pair £8, Wipac quadoptic halogen h/lamp kit
£25, All the above £60. Door hinges set 4
AHA 7428 £65, Rear wiring harness (cloth)
AHA 8421 £20, Main wiring harness (cloth)
AHA 8694 £75 or £90 including the rear
harness, Classic felt sound kit £30, Rear hub

bearings GHB 130 pair and rear hub seal GHS
147 pair £20.
Tel George 01457-864536 (home)
07913-341936 (mobile) North Derbyshire

Midget MkIII 1967, abandoned restoration
project, stripped and bare fully annealed,
professional respray in b r g ,all parts of
original car not touched, spare engine and
gearbox. £2,500 ono
mobile 07808776017
email mo.bil@ntlworld.com
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