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November Editorial

ell it's a done deal, official results inside. We DO have a new chairman and | AM your
Weditor (sorry!). Quite a good turn out actually, for us and you are all invited to attend our

Annual General Meeting Sunday the 23rd of November at the Yew Tree, Station Road,
Chiseldon, Nr Swindon, Wiltshire. Full details inside.

Busy month in prospect, in addition to the AGM we also have the Classic Car show at the NEC
with your very own club stand, so make sure you support us. Cut price tickets available to club
members, just use the number printed inside. Talking of motoring events (smooth link!), |
attended the totally MG event at Epsom Downs a couple of weeks ago. Don’t remember seeing
you there but did see some interesting Midget and Sprite stuff including ‘The Mirror’, a concours
1500 Midget, very clean. Cleaner than the basket case trailerd 1098 Midget with ‘airflow’
bodywork (but it was cheap!)

Also spent a busy night last Tuesday at both the Surrey meet and later the same evening at the
‘ACE’ cafe meeting. The Surrey boys were discussing Car and engine rebuilds and (surprise
surprise) each had a tale of success and satisfaction, BUT for the SAME supplier somebody had
a horror story. Mine was one of them, had my engine built, very happy great job.
Recommended somebody in the club to them, disaster after disaster. Somebody else used a
company that advertised in one of the MG club magazines, it all went wrong and he wanted to
blame the magazine for supporting the advert, the MG boys then produced loads of satisfied
members!

SO THE MORAL OF THE STORY IS: whether it's engines, panels or rebuilds. Don’t blame the
club. Don't trust to luck and the adverts, get recommendations! (But even then it can still go
wrong). ‘ACE’?, Big Healey’s and two early A series LOTUS Sevens on wires, very Nice. Also
spotted a Cherry Red Frogeye, one side screen, a Rally plate and a MASC sticker (Reg
8084ME). Couldn't find the driver, so who are you? Letter please.

Outraged of Tunbridge Wells rang me regarding Mascot's late arrival. Quorum, our printers,
have apologised and have explained it was due to technical reasons. Well despite it's late
arrival, last month’s issue certainly answered the “why isn't there more technical stuff” brigade.
SEVEN pages last month, nine if you include the Phoenix! Hard tops, race harnesses (seat
BELTS are this month!), alternators, hood fitting, the list was endless. Plus more photos, adverts
etc. Content OK? Tell your friends, Not OK? Tell me!!

Lots more going on inside this month including even more technical stuff, could have easily
gone to 40 pages, had to dump some copy but the stuff that made the cut, quality! Terry
answered the question, ‘how do | fit seatbelts to my Frogeye?' Inside. Wondered if the Mk3
Spitfire really was better than your Midget (as if!!)? Inside. How fast are you
going? Inside. It's all INSIDE this month.

Well that's about it from me, I'm sure I'll see you all at the AGM (!) Well it
would be nice if one of you came ©. I'll be there with the committee, full
report next month. Meanwhile cram the last of the Spridget-miles in as the
winter sunshine won't last much longer....regards to all

Mike ‘Ed’ North
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£4.50

SAVING FOR YOU

AND

£1.50

FOR YOUR CLUB

When you hook a ticket in advance for
Britain's higgest classic car show

All you need to do is:
Log on to the International Classic Motor Show website
www.necclassicmotorshow.com
type in the password ‘CLX and your membership number to qualify

NTERNATIONAL

SHPOUJ 2003
@ NOVEMBER @ THE NEC BIRMINGHAM

As a member of an exhibiting car club you can buy a ticket in
advance for just £7.50 - that's right, a massive saving of £4.50 over
the normal licket price of £12. There are two ways you can book in
advance and save £4.50 :-

Log on 1o the Intemational Classic Motor Show website
www.necclassicmotorshow.com
leam more about the show and book tickets.

(You will need to type in the password ‘CLX’ and your
membership number to qualily for the special participating club
members ticket price).

Telephone the International Classic Motor
Show ticket hotline

0121 767 4767

Lines open seven days a week. Quote booking reference CLX when
you order and please have your club membership number ready.
Offer is limited to one ticket per club member.

We will denate £1.50 to your club for every ticket booked by a club
member - just hand in your ticket stub ente your club stand and we'll
make a £1.50 contribution to your club.

Car parking £6.00
All orders subject to 50p transaction fee

class ! FooTMAN JAMES
5FJ The Enthusiast’s lnwrllnn eroer Al information correct at time of going to print




1st Tuesday
1st Wednesday

1st Thursday

2nd Tuesday
2nd Wednesday

2nd Wednesday
2nd Thursday
3rd Monday

3rd Tuesday

3rd Tuesday

4th Thursday

Last Thursday

Club Nights

Wiltshire — Meet at The Forresters, Leigh, near Cricklade.

South Staffs and Birmingham - Meet at the The Green Man,
Middleton Village, 7.45pm.

NEW! Lincolnshire Area — Meet at Heneage Arms, Hainton, nr. Wragby.
8pm. Contact Brian Sumner on 01507 328128.

Surrey — Meet at The Blue Ball, Walton-on-the-Hill, 7.45pm.

Warwickshire — Meet at The Green Dragon, The Green, Sambourne,
Reddich, B96 6NU, at 8.30pm as usual.

North West Area Meet at The Kilten, turn off M6 at Jct 20 onto A50
towards Macclesfield. Pub 4 miles on left. Please note new venue.

Cambridgeshire — Meet at The Mad Cat pub in Pidley Village, midway
between Huntingdon and Chatteris, 8pm.

Dorset — Meet at St. Peter’s Finger, Lytchett Minster, Poole 7.30pm.

Central Scotland Meet at The Wheatsheaf, Torrance, East
Dunbartonshire. 7.30pm in the Lounge. Check first with Carson on
0141-245-6327 day or 013606-22334 evening.

Notts/Derby border area — Meet at The Sitwell Arms near Horsley
Woodhouse, from approx. 8.30pm. Just a mile north-west of the
A608/A609 crossroads. Contact lan Cooke for further details on tel:
0115 938 3838 or email: ilc@bgs.ac.uk

Hampshire — Meet at The Lord Derby, North Warnborough. Please ring
Terry or Harriet Langridge on 01252 626063 for details.

Somerset - Meet at The Lord Nelson, Norton-sub-Hamdon. 8.00pm.

Club Website

Members Only pages for November:

User name: area
Password: 51

All articles and photographs for the magazine must be received by the first of the
month preceding publication. Articles submitted for publication should be e-mailed to
the editor if possible or on disc accompanied by hard copy. Members should be
advised that pictures will be returned the month after inclusion in Mascot. Photos will
only be returned if supplied with a SAE.

The statements and opinions expressed in each and every issue of the Mascot are not
necessarily the considered views of the Midget and Sprite Club. The views expressed
by the editorial contributors, letter writers and advertisers are their own and do not
necessarily reflect the view of the Club. The Midget and Sprite Club accepts no
responsibility for the results of following contributor’s advice, nor does it necessarily
endorse the services or products offered by advertisers.

olle>



Events

From David Hill and Webmaster Chris Nevard
Events organised so far for 2003

November
Sunday 23rd

Club AGM. To be held at The EIm Tree, Station Road, Chiseldon, near

Swindon. Please see announcement elsewhere in this Mascot.

December
Sunday 7th

North West Area is taking part in the MGOC Christmas Cracker Run.

Details from Les or Diane Robinson. Tel: 01772 432138 or email:
les.robinson@breathemail.net

Tuesday 9th
Sunday 14th

Surrey Area Christmas Dinner.
North West Area’s Christmas Dinner. Details from Les or Diane Robinson.

Tel: 01772 432138 or email: les.robinson@breathemail.net

Area Reps please let David Hill have confirmed dates for new events asap, especially
those organised for 2004.

Remember there are Club Night Natters throughout the year and that area events are also open
to members from other areas!

Please also note that the above lists only M&SC events or events where we have a presence or
an interest. General classic events are listed in the classic press.

Annual General Meeting 2003

the 23rd of November at the Yew Tree,

Station Road, Chiseldon, Nr Swindon,
Wiltshire. The meeting will take place in the
functions room of the Yew Tree and will kick
off at 2.00pm sharp (or thereabouts). This is
your opportunity to come along and meet the
committee and to hear what the club has
been up to over the last twelve months. The
committee will present their annual reports
with an opportunity for you to voice any

This year's AGM will be held on Sunday

questions you have of the committee. (No
guarantees on what sort of answers will be
provided however!)

Chiseldon is just to the South of Swindon and
is easily accessed from Junction 15 of the
M4. Heading south on the A345, the village
is to the west of this road.

We hope to see you there. (If not, please
send any letters of apologies to Terry Horler)

Terry Horler for the committee

Mutual Assistance Directory

West Wales. Yesterday we went out in the

Midget with the top down and had a whale
of a time. In mid October, in West Wales!
Fantastic.

| can't believe the weather we have had in

Our army of MAD members continues to grow
but there are so many more members who
must be thinking about joining the scheme.
Well, in those immortal ad words — Just do it.
You can join online at the website or by

contacting me. Details are in the front of this
Mascot.

Don't forget, if you need a copy of the latest
MAD you can download it from the members
only section of our website but if you do not
have access to the web or don’t know
someone who does, | will print off a copy and
send it to you.

David Hill
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ROLAAR LIMITED « No. 6 MONACO WORKS « STATION ROAD « KINGS LANGLEY « HERTS  WD4 8LQ
TELEPHONE 01923 268444 » FACSIMILE 01923 268477

NEW DESIGNED STAINLESS STEEL
BOOT MOUNTED SPARE WHEEL CARRIER/LUGGAGE RACK
Fits the following cars SPRITE, MIDGET, MGB, MGA, and FROGEYE.

Price to include full fixing kit and Wheel Cover
£135.00 plus VAT and carriage

Aviation quality aluminium body panels, for
SPRITES and MIDGETS at affordable prices.

\For anything HEALEY visit the web site www.austinhealeyparts.co.uk

Robsfrogs

Austin Healey Mk1 Frogeye Sprites fully restored to
Original specification

Servicing, welding to MOT standard, re-sprays
All work undertaken on all Sprites & Midgets
Contact Rob Tel: 01264 790744 or 07778 667458
Email: robsfrogs @ clasiccars905.fsnet.co.uk
Visit my web site @ www.robsfrogs.org.uk




Letter from the Chairman

i everybody, thanks for voting me in,
H it's been a while since | was on the

committee! | guess my first job will be
at the AGM, so it would be good if lots of you
turn up this year. It's your opportunity to air
your views, challenge the committee and
offer to do things to help with the smooth
running of the club. The club will not run
with the committee alone, the views and
wishes of the membership is what makes it
all worth doing.

What am | up to? My Midget is off at the
weekend to Dudley for an engine rebuild.

Those of you who were at Beaulieu will
probably have noticed it was a tad smoky —
Step forward Steve Raggett — A series builder
extraordinaire! The last one lasted a good
long time and went like stink, here’s hoping.

Then to Le Mans for the 1000kms race. | will
report on this next month. It's a new race and
promises to be exciting.

Bye for now, see you at AGM
John

The Annual Ballot Results

papers and the returning date. Holidays and technical problems served to reduce the usual

Firstly, our apologies for the rather short period of time between you receiving your ballot

30-day period for this. However, 147 ballot papers were returned which is a really good
result compared to most years, our thanks to all for their prompt attention. The votes were cast

as follows -

CHAIRPERSON JOHN RUDERMAN 146
GENERAL SECRETARY TERRY HORLER 146
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY NIGEL WILLIAMS 146
TREASURER PAULINE WALTERS 144
DEPUTY TREASURER BRENDAN JOYCE 143
EDITOR MIKE NORTH 147
REGALIA CHRIS BARTON 147
GENERAL COMMITTEE ALAN BARTON 147

Our thanks to our independent adjudicator, Mr Brian Wigginton J.P. for once again ensuring fair

play and counting up all the papers.

Also, thanks to retiring committee member, Dave Symes and Alan Barton as stand-in
Chairperson for the last club year. We now welcome John Ruderman as the new club
Chairperson (Although ‘NEW’ is not exactly true as he has held this position in the earlier years
of the club). We wish John well and look forward to him shouldering all the blame when things

go wrong!

The above take office from the 1st of October 2003 and can be contacted via the Contacts list

on the front page of Mascot.

Terry Horler for the committee past and present




WEBMONSTER: Auto site of the month
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Number 6 in a series of featured sites that help members link to the world of motorcars,
motorsport and motor enjoyment! This month is... http://www.hpc-ltd.co.uk/

Improve yourself! Yes, HPC were the first and some say the best of the ‘on road’ driving schools
to offer continual tuition. How long since you past your test? Got a faster, better, sportier car
now than then? What have you done to improve your skill level? Here's your chance (and get
cheaper insurance as a result)

& ’ ’
Bodger’'s Corner
The Anonymous Bodger’s tip of the month’
Ever tried to bleed the cooling system of air? How do you make sure the
heater’s full when the fill point of the radiator is below it?

Take another trip to your local scrappy, look for an line hose adaptor with
a bleed point, there’s lots of modern cars with them fitted, give your
scrappy man 50p for one.

Fit this adaptor in-line at the upper most heater connection, you now
have a vent/fill point where it should be, at the top of the cooling system.

Brad The Mars bar kid, THE ‘Not so Anonymous Bodger!
Ed says: Thanks Brad. ‘Cool’ bodge! (och again). Come on you lot | still need more AND | need it

now!ll




Cambridgeshire Report

ctober is here already (it will soon be
OChristmas) speaking of which the

arrangements for the Christmas meal
are the same as last year. The venue is the
Cross Keys Hotel in Chatteris in place of the
normal Mad Cat meeting in December, we
plan to sit down to eat at 8pm. | have made
a provisional booking for 10 and will allocate
seats in the order people book them with me,
however | expect actual numbers of up to 20
so please let me know ASAP so that | can
amend the booking (bearing in mind there is
no guarantee the Cross Keys will be able to
accommodate us all if we leave it too late).
As was the case last year there will be a
vegetarian option.

October’s last Spridget run of the year the
Gaydon getaway turned out to be a bright
sunny autumn day and a very pleasant
cobweb blowing top down 160 or so mile
run. We arrived at the meeting place in good
time but no sign of the scarlet Quitenell (well
old English white anyway), a little odd since
he had organised the event, anyway Nigel
had a variety of mobile numbers (none of
which turned out to be Quentin’s) however by
10.30 we had convinced ourselves that
Quentin was meeting us at Gaydon and so
we set off. Nigel led the convoy and we
arrived at Gaydon at midday, our visit
coincided with a mini day so there were lots
of small ‘A’ series cars on show. My favourite
exhibit was the sliced in two (lengthwise)
MGB (maybe they should do this to all of
them). It is a stunning collection and well
worth a visit.

The pub night was good fun as usual and fell
on a dry and very mild evening (not so
usual), which made for a very pleasant top
down outing (great for October). The main
business of the evening was confirming the
date and venue for the East Anglian MASC
rally (Dave Hawkes tells me his stunning red
frog will be completed in time — well done
Dave), and the details of the Christmas meal.
Nigel produced a fumble bag and surprisingly
between us we managed to identify all six
objects (Nigel must be losing his touch)
Diane also provided a dinky little (ladies)
fumble bag which amazingly contained a
wonderful piece of a formula one car.
Amazingly | managed to identify the formula
one part (more by luck than judgement) so |
guess the result was Christians two Lions nil
(sorry | just got back from Rome).

The East Anglian MASC rally will be held on
spring bank holiday 2004 at Eric St John
Foti’s Collectors World near Downham
Market. The first 40 Spridgets will be given
pride of place in the main display area and
their occupants will be given entry to the
fantastic exhibits and a guided tour through
the Dickens streets at a special reduced entry
fee of £2 per person. We intend to open this
event up to all Spridget owners (both MASC
members and non members) since we see it
as a great recruiting opportunity as well as a
chance for East Anglian Mascateers to meet
up without having to travel hundreds of
miles.

Dave Dixon




Warwickshire’s Report

wonderful job last month and should

consider becoming our permanent scribe.
As | was not able to submit the photographs |
had taken for the magazine, here they are
now, although a month late. Alan and Chris
Barton, Nigel Williams and John Ruderman
organised a very
enjoyable event at
Beaulieu and it was a
shame that it was not
better supported,
however we were all
very proud of Andy
Smith who won the
prize for the best car.

Mo also mentioned our trip to Goodwood,
which was very enjoyable. It was
disappointing not to see our cars in the
snapshots last month, but thought this one
had local interest.

The group has had a relatively quiet month,
but our monthly meeting continues to attract
about 30 members as we plan our programme
for next year. Alan presented a questionnaire
about this year's events and we hope that the
collated responses will aid the decision
making process. Next month we plan to put
some dates and details to our ideas.

Although there was no organised run, many
members visited the Malvern Show at the

| am very grateful to Mo, who did a

Andy receiving his
prize

Three Counties Show Ground and enjoyed
the day. Our next club event is The Classic
Car Show at the NEC, where we will, literally,
be flying the Midget and Sprite flag. The
Stoneleigh Restoration Show is likely to
attract members seeking parts for their cars
and we look forward to a Christmas
Celebration with Desert Island Discs at Mo
and Phil’s “Des. Res.” Please do not forget to
respond if you are intending to go.

Sheila Yates

Jim (McWillis) and Rosemary ready for
Goodwood

Ed says: Nice to have you back on line
Sheila. Thanks for the Beaulieu report,
sounded like a good day. Well done to Andy
Smith for Best Car!

Lincs Meeting

e all met in the car park of The
WHenage Arms on Sunday 28th

September for our first run. In all an
impressive 8 cars took part. It is nice to see
so many new members. What a good turn
out being as we are still in our 1st year. Alan
had volunteered to do the route for us, which
took us on the prettier roads of Lincolnshire
through Spilshy, Stickney etc. finishing off at
The Red Lion at Revesby.

The only thing that did mar the day was the
attitude of the Landlord. Saying he could not
provide us with lunch without even asking

how many it was for. Never mind we all had

the usual beverage just to be polite then we
all dispersed on our merry way. Some going
to Horncastle to eat others going home etc.
Reflection in saying how good the day was
and what an achievement.

Our monthly meeting took place without us
due to personal circumstances, but Sue
reliably informs me that there was indeed a
good turn out. Apparently there was
conversation about Ostrich meat (Brian and
Sue went past the local Ostrich farm at
Revesby) and conkers. Goodness knows why,
but there we go, anything and everything is
talked about at our meetings.




They did discuss however the Christmas Meal
with the Landlord. We are going to have party
hats, the lot, it's exciting!!! No date yet
though.

We have been waiting for Roger to email us
with pictures of our day out but they have not

appeared, never mind we will have them for
next month’s notes. Must go as the Ed is
chasing yet again. We meet at The Heneage
Arms at Hainton the 1st Thursday of every
month at 8pm see you all soon.

Sue Sumner

Surrey Area Report

in August Surrey Area held its first

autojumble, at the expansive estate of
Chris and Jacqui Harding, and although a
photo appeared of our ladies competing hard
at Croquetin the October mag, no mention
was made of the hard work put in by Chris
and Jacqui to prepare and deliver this event!

This report must start with an apology —

Advertised in local Classic car groups, we had
a field to ourselves, and a range of books,
spares, toys and even offers of complete cars
for restoration were available, Two people
joined the club and our area directly as a
result, and with Chris and Jacqui’s
hospitality, the day was a great success. We
all hope that your Austin Healey 100 project
on display will progress much faster in its
second twenty years of your ownership
Chris!!

From the heavily contested Croquet match on
the lawns of Furzewood after the Autojumble,
the ladies trip to Bruges was born, and this is
now confirmed for the first weekend in
December, definitely not in sports cars!
Chaps are now desperately looking for
car-orientated events to pile in on that
weekend!

Editor Mike has asked us for photos of sports
cars seen abroad on holiday — well, Chris and
| spent the second 2 weeks of September
touring the USA, and on motoring through
the countryside from Rocky Mountains
National Park to Steamboat Springs
(Wonderfully evocative names) | happened
across Kurt Engles, of Healey Drivers Club, in
his 3000, whose Smiths gauge had
temporarily embarrassed him! Photo taken,
we then met up again in Steamboat Springs,
where the photos here were taken, and in the
space of 30 minutes, approximately 6 big
Healeys, 6 XK140s, a Ferrari 166, Mercedes
300SL, HRG, Aston Martin DB2, and some

D-Types all motored through to various
screaming pitches of engines!

What a sight — on a 1000 mile rally too, so
hey, can anyone beat that!

Ashley and Sue have been doing sterling
work checking out hotels for our May 2004
jaunt, and one has now been booked in
Midsomer Norton. Ashley is taking bookings,
which require a £10 per head deposit, and if
there’s any more Surrey Areas friends who
would like to join us, let's make it the biggest
turnout yet — this is May 29th — June 1st
2004 inclusive.




Latest on the model front — thanks to a very
good friend in France who I've exchanged
models with for over 20 years, | now have a
small number of 1/43rd scale Solido Frog-eye
models, in yellow. These have not generally
been made available here, and are extremely
well detailed. If anyone’s interested, do
contact me.

Blue Ball meet in October, focused on plans
for our Area Christmas dinner, and deposits
will be needed from all who wish to join us
for the November Blue Ball meeting. The ups
and downs of restorations were discussed at
length, and suffice it to say that it is very
important that anyone contemplating any
restoration work with any known restorer,
would be well advised to ask for
recommendations.

We were pleased to welcome Andrew and
Lea Simpson, who | discovered in a local
petrol station, they seemed to enjoy our local
meet, and have joined up!

Future Plans include —

9th December — Christmas dinner — so NO
BLUE BALL meeting

February 2004 meeting — Hobbies and
Collecting evening, at the Warren, Hayes,
Kent — anyone who fancies giving a 10
minute chat on their favourite
hobby/collection, step forward!

All for now
David Wright

October at the Green Man -
South Staffs and North B’ham Branch

with Stuart’s Krypton analyser (posh
eh?) we set off to the club in high
spirits, he and .

After a day setting up the HIF44 on Lara,

On arrival at t'Green Man just after Gavin and
Dawn, | sent Gavin out for a test ride in the
revitalised Lara. With Dawn we went into the
pub and we met Bill 3 (according to Geoff's
“Standard Method of Nomenclature”) and
Trevor sitting out in the garden. “No room
inside” they said, but Stuart, Dawn and |
went in and found an empty table in a
corner. We got served at once, a welcome
change for this pub these days. Geoff turned
up from around the corner inside the pub and
we moved around there with Bill and Trevor
who had come in from the ‘Cold’!

Steve, Matt and Bill 2 were there so we had a
lively chatter across two tables. All the usual
things discussed, carburettors for elderly
sports cars and after Gavin came in we
discussed to my consternation, why had Lara
been fitted with a rev limiter? Gavin found
that he couldn’t even get up to 5000 revs in
her, something was holding back the car after
he drove off the car park.

That was something to worry about after the
meeting as we were by now into a discussion
on the branch trip to Le Mans next year.
Gavin is not able to come (due to contractual
agreements, being a teacher does have some
drawbacks) and Trevor and Bill 3 can’'t make
it this time, but we have a healthy “'m
Going!” list for now. Stuart is planning to
come in his Volvo Amazon when she is ready
which will make a gorgeous service barge for
the group. | still think | will have to fit new
rear springs, though, the 1966 vintage ones
are showing their age nowadays. At this years
visit to France, two up, the French roads were




making the exhaust pipe “bottom” too often
for comfort.

We still have not been able to decide on an
alternative venue for the “Natter”, Gavin
hasn't had time to check out the pub we'd
been advised to try yet, so, still searching if
anyone can come up with a suggestion!

No new faces this month but plenty of “the
usual suspects”! A convivial meeting
concluded around closing time, a happy
coincidence, so Stuart and | set off in search
of Lara’s potential problem.

Just up the road, as Gavin warned us, the
revs just stuck at around 4,500 and the
ignition kept cutting in and out. Reassured
(can you be reassured at 11 o’clock at night

in pitch black countryside?) that the problem
at least had nothing to do with the new
carburettor and manifold, we set about an
analysis of the fault. The rev-counter actually
reached 5000 and stuck there for a minute or
so then dropped to next to nothing. Obviously
an ignition fault and maybe not a distributor
problem | decided to disconnect the loop
through wires on the back of the instrument,
clean them up a little and connect them
together so that the coil and ignition module
got a “clean” supply with no tacho. The
engine started and ran smoothly so it looks as
if its new (ish) tacho time!

| wonder why Lara seems to pick club nights
for her temperamental sessions!

Bill Mohan

Scotland Report November

cult figure. David Baldwin. Based in

Inverness. A ski instructor. 21. A babe-
bait surf rider teacher. An Eiger climbing
expert. A guy who came from Inverness. A
hero. Check the map. Then he went back
there again at 5.30pm the next morning. Qil
pressure close to shot. Forget the map. Let
me help you out. That's a 280 mile round
trip. Why? ‘ I've read your natters are poorly
attended!” That's it. The rout of the wimps.
Turmoil amongst the old! Wish you could
have seen his insect bespattered screen. And
the patina. Fabulous. Not beat up. Nope.
Just livin’ from hard runnin’. [How sad, Hulot
and its polish receiving paint]. But, when in
France this winter skiing, David’s car will be

And. Now we have a film star. An instant

refurbed. What a shame to lose that Nick
Cage/ Laura Dern ‘Gas and go baby’ look.
Don't be like us poor pities ‘Crivens; it's Lash
Laru outside. Keep the dehumidifier on. Let’s
listen to The Archers’. Can't you just stage 2
it, Dave, like you said and keep the paint job?
Here’s help- Paul Newman used to drive a
station wagon heap that no one looked at
twice. But under the hood was thunderous
power. David. You've seen we're all brite and
shiney, down in Central Scotland; afraid of a
tear drop. Haven't ya? Please. Be different.
Well. Anyway. The troops rallied for the big
nite. Eleven of us + ‘GT’ the collie shown at
Crufts. What a lovely dug.Yes. It was a real
occasion. Even ‘The Sawman’-Nigel Duncan
[MASCOT issues 213 and 215] turned out
and went for a run in David’s hoodless '70
Midget, Nigel’s hair wisps exercising their
failing follicles following Hulot down a
country road, only to come back, step out in
his unbuttoned blazer and pronounce the nite
darkened bravura ‘Exhilarating. Not cold at
all'. Maybe he'll jack the M-B for an MG.
Maybe he won't. Don't really matter. For he
enjoyed the moment. And that's all there ever
is. This minute. Rite now. For us men of the
MASC. Minutemen. [Yes, yes, | know I'm
driving faster]. Because the nite belonged to
David, at this point, he was presented with a
general issue MASC medal, exclusively
engraved ‘True Service'. [If he ever visits
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again it'll have to have a Bar added to it!] In
reply, David said he shall try to form a
Highland Area of MASC and he will write the
Scottish Report for MASCOT's Jan. issue;
symbolic of a new beginning. How can we
help him? The plan is to infiltrate the MGOC
Highland from within. But | call on Dave
Dixon, that expert on area expansion, for
ideas. Help, Dave! Finally, I'd like to give
warm thanks to Alex Taggart for an incredibly

thoughtful gift to MASC Scotland, to mark the
success of our area, as he sees it to be.
Rejoice! [Whose distant stridency said that?
It's 1982. Remember?].

HEE ME OORI_ISHT.
Carson and chums

Ed says: 280 mile round trip! David Balwin
sounds like a ‘Carson Man’

Somerset Area Report

s | write this report the rain has started
Ato fall so | guess the summer is now

officially over in Somerset. We cannot
complain having enjoyed at least four months
of warm dry weather which has allowed
continued use of the cars and attendance at
many local Classic Car shows and summer
fairs.

The most recent was organised by the Dorset
Region Jaguar Owners Club at Bovington
Tank Museum. This Wessex Classic attracted
some 700 classic vehicles including a large
number of MGBs and Midgets.

Peter and Valerie Young and myself met at
Chard and motored in convoy to the show
where we met some of the Dorset Area MASC
team. | made the journey with some
trepidation as the Midget had developed an
intermittent fault on the low-tension ignition
circuit. A recently fitted electronic ignition

system was the likely cause of failure but
despite many attempts to try and replicate the
fault on static running it would not fail. |
decided to revert to conventional points for
the trip to Dorset and these proved trouble
free.

Our journey home was uneventful although
my 1275cc power plant was a little stretched
following Peter's 1500 on the climb out of
Maiden Newton but | managed to stay on his
tail with some to spare.

As usual our next meeting will be held at The
Lord Nelson.

Ps The ignition fault lies in the control box,
which | have now dismantled only to find the
whole unit is sealed in epoxy so in the bin it
goes!!!

David Bearne

North West Area Report

meeting at the Kiltern on 12th November.

For this club night we are visiting the
Trevor Farrington restoration and race
preparation workshop. If you wish to attend
then please ring me a.s.a.p. on 01772
432138.

Last month we joined Carson and chums
from the Scottish centre for the ‘Solway
Shuffle’. This was a weekend in
Dumfriesshire staying overnight on Saturday
in Castle Douglas. Diane and | plus Andrew,
made up the NW area contingent. We met up

| MPORTANT REMINDER: we are not

at Forton services on the M6 and drove in
convoy, albeit only two cars, up to our first
rendezvous for lunch just outside Castle
Douglas.

We arrived a bit early so had a coffee just as
a wedding party arrived. Soon after a piper
started playing, | assume to announce the
arrival of the bride, but who should walk
through the door at that time but Carson —
perfect timing.

As an aside, have you ever wondered what a
Scotsman has under his Kilt, then speak to
Andrew. He had a sneak preview (we didn’t
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g0 into details of how and where!) and saw a
woolly monkey placed in a strategic place!!

After lunch we went on a drive ending up at
the Urr Valley hotel where we were stopping
for the night.

On the Sunday, after a hearty breakfast, we
set off on a drive through the countryside
stopping at Port William and eventually
finishing at Wigtown for lunch. There ware
some lovely views along the coast and across
the sea made all the better by the sunshine
that Carson had arranged.

All in all it was a very pleasant weekend and
| think enjoyed by everyone. So a big thank
you to Carson and Linda for organising it and
inviting us.

For next year we (the NW area that is will be
organising a similar event possibly to be held
in north Cumbria or Westmorland. It is likely
to be early September so put it in your diaries
now. | will give out more details as they
unfold.

Les Robinson

Never Seen Anything Like It

Club would tend to lead one to believe

that everything Spridgley wise would
have been encountered. Boring old life if that
were true! It therefore comes as a refreshing
attack of bewilderment when not one, but
two items of Spridgley history come to light
that leave me, well, bewildered.

Firstly, Dave Groves of PERFECT NOSTALGIA
sends this photo of his recently acquired
Frogeye “Saloon”. Saloon? Well, that's what is
says in the logbook. This is no bodge job
either; it's a properly and skilfully crafted
piece of work by Streamline Airflow. When
was this conversion done, why was it done,
for whom it was done and are there any more
are all questions yet to be answered? Dave is
hoping to bring along his Frogeye “Saloon” to
our 20-Year Celebration at Beaulieu so come

Twenty years of the Midget and Sprite

along and see for yourself this highly unusual
car. Dave is also hoping to bring along some

Speedwell Sprites, a speciality of his and also
well worth seeing.

Secondly, Tony Lindsay has a piece missing
from his Frogeye. It's not rust, nothing has
dropped off and nothing has been stolen, but
this semi-circular cut-out in the rear shroud.
Tony doesn't want the errant piece of steel
returned, rather, some information on who
did it. Investigations so far have yet to pin
point the culprit but Tony insists that the
workmanship is of a sufficiently high
standard to suggest that this was a very
“proper job” (as they say in Cornwall).
Registration number XDF 517 (a
Gloucestershire issue), Tony would welcome
any help concerning this modification and
any other history of this Sprite.

[y

L

If anyone out there in Spridgley World can
help, please forward your comments via Terry
Horler — 'cause | don't know the answers.




Midget Roads

Third in an occasional series suggested by Carl Warner
(Mascot August 03)

Chard to Wiscombe Park

Chard, a small town in the West of Somerset,
is famous for being the birthplace of powered
flight and where artificial were first
developed. It has a long history and existing
at the base of a valley, although still the
highest town in the county, has some roads,
which seem to just melt into the sky!! 20 and
25% gradients (1 in 5and 1 in 4 to you and
[) are fairly common in the area.

It's 7.30 on a sunny, crisp Spring Sunday
morning.

Leave Chard town centre on the A30 and
head West up Snowden Hill towards Exeter.
Once leaving the 30, 40 and 50mph limits
you can sweep around the twisting road
before dropping down again to cross the
Devon county boarder. Arriving at the village
of Yarcombe, and navigating the hairpin at
the pub in 2nd, you start to ascend the
infamous Yarcombe Hill. If you look to your
left you can see some spectacular views of

West Devon. You then climb for about 1 mile
with 90° bends right, left, right and left again,
full throttle in 3rd if you are brave enough,
with the sound of a well tuned engine
emitting its wastes through the exhaust pipe
all the way to the top. A further mile on you
join the A303 (now becoming the A30) and,
being one of the arterial roads for the West
Country, is a chance to experience the open
but still twisting road as it winds its way
down again, passing through the village of
Monkton and on to the dual carriageway
which continues to the M5 at Exeter. No dual
carriageway today though, as you leave the
A30 to enter the picturesque town of
Honiton, famous for its lace. At the end of
High Street you turn left onto the A375, once
again climbing up a twisting hill heading
towards Sidbury. Arriving at Putts Corner it's
left at the cross roads for a 4 mile run (mostly
straight but narrow) before finally turning left
signposted Blackbury Camp, an ancient
encampment set in a wood. Another mile and
you arrive at the entrance to Wiscombe Park.

©MultiMap http://www.multimap.com, reproduced for review purposes only
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This is private parkland, set in a glorious
valley, complete with country house, woods
and a stream running along the bottom of the
valley.

The setting is normally tranquil with the
grazing sheep and the pheasants aimlessly
wandering about, but not today. You have
come to enjoy a day of noise, fun and action

at the home of the Wiscombe Park Hill Climb
course. Enjoy every moment and look forward
to the run home. This is Spridget country.

Peter Young - EMW 445W

Ed says: First Scotland, then Wales, now
Somerset! What's YOUR favourite MIDGET
ROAD? Tell me and I'll tell the world, it's good
to share ©

Spotted Abroad

David Wright spotted this fast Big Healey whilst on tour in the States. Nice car, see the Surrey

f

area report for the full story. So who else has found what else abroad? Surely it's not just David,
Bob and me that have spotted classics abroad. Come on you lot, photos pls! Ed.

How to Fit a Seat Belt

Ed says: remember EGG FROG in
September’s letters?

“Also | want to put seat belts in it and being a
1960/1959 Frogeye it has no mountings —
any members got any advice as to how | do
this or get it done.

barbara.addrison@ntlworld.com”

Terry Horler (who else) kindly supplied the
following four pages from the Austin Service

Journals. Thanks Terry

Ed says: Before the letters start,
ref the PTO on the last page,
Terry didn't advise so | assume
it doesn't relate to us!
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TH,

n September Clive Allen took part in the

Coventry Run which, each year, sees a

procession of historic vehicles pass
through Knowle.

“Rain and high winds” was the forecast by
Midlands Today's Shefali Oza for Sunday 7th
September, the date of the 19th Annual
Coventry Run. This didn’t deter the 518
vehicles dating from a 1900 Benz (which can
usually be seen at Thinktank in Birmingham)
to a 2003 Rolls Royce which gathered in
Memorial Park Coventry for the 68 mile
circuit of the surrounding countryside through
Knowle, Solihull, Stratford and Kenilworth.

The Coventry Run was the first real outing for
my 1959 Austin Healey ‘Frogeye’ Sprite,
which | have rebuilt over the last 11 years.
My daughter, Lucy, 7, came along for the
ride. She thought it was great — “I did a lot of
waving,” she said. Thousands of spectators
lined the route, which made for a great
atmosphere. Added to which, my car made it
all the way round with only one stop to adjust
the clutch! Amazingly, | also met someone
who had owned my car in the 1970s. He
was taking part in the Run in another car.

The Coventry Run is the brainchild of Martin
Hone who was the person responsible for
bringing the Super-Prix racing to the streets of

The Coventry Run Experience

Birmingham in 1986. The cars were flagged
off by the Lord Mayor of Coventry, following a
prayer and blessing from the Coventry Run
Chaplain Reverend Keith Sinclair of Holy
Trinity Church, Coventry City Centre. The cars
split into two groups and set off at 10.00
precisely round the circular route in two
directions. Midlands Today’s Nick Owen was
chauffeured in the real Chitty-Chitty-Bang-
Bang but only after a promise that all four
wheels would remain firmly on the tarmac!
After the drive the entrants returned for a
picnic in the park and the public were
welcomed into the park at no charge to view
the cars on display.

Shefali’s weather forecast was the subject of
a few jokes during the drivers’ briefing — it
was actually a glorious day! Martin Hone told
how he and the Reverend Keith Sinclair had
actually been to the park on the Thursday
before the event to pray for God’s blessing on
the whole weekend. Their prayer was truly
answered in every respect.

Mike

Above is an article and a few photos which
have appeared in the Knowle Parish Church
Magazine this month. It is about the Coventry
Car Run and my Frogeye.

Out of around 500 cars there were 6
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frogeyes three or four sprites and a couple of  Ed says: We did! Thanks Clive.

Big Healeys. We had a great time — perhaps Reproduced here for review purposes only, all
you could use this in MASCOT? rights acknowledged

Regards, Clive Allen

Letters

Fried or Boiled?

Sometime in the far distant future, if you were to ask anyone what they remember best about
2003, they will probably recall a long hot summer with blue skies, endless sunshine, and warm
sultry evenings. And they would be right! It all sounds perfect, or does it?

At the start of this year, | took my silver Frogeye up to the local garage for its MOT test, which it
duly passed, and the certificate recorded a mileage of 04096. At the start of October '03, the
reading is now 04205, which is a total of only 109 paltry miles covered during this “season.” In
2002, the frog covered 1200 miles in just 4 days touring France!

So what went wrong? Well, as much as we humans may like the warm weather, I'm afraid that
my frog has other ideas. We checked the timing, the fuel mixture, and for any signs of binding
brakes or slipping clutch, all to no avail. The fan belt was correctly tensioned, the water pump is
new and the radiator has been flushed out and does not leak with a 14lb rad cap. Also, the
original two blade fan has been upgraded to a four blade.

A huge thermostatically controlled Kenlow fan has been installed shrouded in a cowling (see
photo), and yes, | have checked to ensure that it is spinning the correct way. Yet every time |
ventured out on a hot day, it was only a matter of time before the Kenlow fan kicked in, and the
temperature gauge was pointing at 6 o'clock.

Yet on a cool day, no problems at all, which convinces me that the head gasket is OK, plus
there is no milky gunge in the oil filler cap.

Although the engine is a tuned 1275cc from a later Midget, | am still using a frogeye (albeit
reconditioned) radiator, with no header tank. Thus water top-ups are a daily routine, and as
such, there is little point in using expensive radiator coolant additives. | hasten to add that the
water is blowing out of the overflow pipe, and not into the engine; an oil change confirmed that
the oil is not water contaminated.

Clearly what we have here is 1950s cooling technology trying to support a 1970s power plant.
Could this be the problem | ask?

A mate of mine, who teaches technology, is convinced that if we install a standard VW Polo
radiator with a Volvo header tank, we can remove the four blade fan altogether, and gain a few
bhp. That conversion, supported by the
Kenlow fan will, in his view, be enough to
cool a big 3000 Healey, let alone a ‘farty
frog’ as he calls it!

Has anyone out there had a similar
problem and found a solution? Do you
think the Polo/Volvo mod will work, or is
my mate barking mad?

If you can help, please e-mail me. Mike
North may even wish to publish a
response, if any are forthcoming.

John Hazzard, Shrewsbury
e-mail: Hazzard@dsl.pipex.com




New Product Bulletin - Moss Europe Ltd
New and Re-introduced parts for MGB and Sprite/Midget

Once again, Moss prove that they are at the forefront of supplying quality parts for British
Classics. They have just informed us of a range of new and re-introduced products that will help
you with that rebuild/restoration project.

Chrome Air Vents (AHH6190CP)

For MGB (1962 to 1972)

Standard screen air vent escutcheons for early MGB’s have always been available, but now, if
you want that individual feel to your interior, Moss can supply (from stock) Chrome air vent
escutcheons.

Order these well finished air vent finishers under part number AHH6190CP.

The retail price is £8.95 each including VAT.

Expansion Tank (ARH250)

For MGB with Electric fan (1976 on) — 1275 and 1500 ‘Spridgets’ (with Cross-Flow Radiators)
The original factory metal tanks have been unavailable for about 7 years, with a plastic
replacement being the only alternative. Very soon Moss will have stocks of an exact copy of the
original Tank. It is made in Brass and finished in Black powder coat.

Order under part number ARH250. They may seem quite expensive at £49.95 (including vat),
but if you are planning to restore to original, they are a must.

Pedal Box Cover (AHA8074)

For 1275 and 1500 ‘Spridgets’

These have been unavailable for a long time, but they are now available ex-stock from all Moss
branches. They are finished in black powder coat.

Order under part number AHA8074.

The retail price is £9.95 each including VAT.

Moss Europe offer a full mail-order parts service for; Triumph TR2/3/4, TR5/250/TR6, TR7,
Spitfire MkIV/1500, Triumph 2000/2500, Sprite and Midgets from 1958 to 1966, and from
1967 to 1979, Pre War MG (MMM), MG-T Types, MG-A/B/C/V8, MG-F, Mini, and the modern
classic, the Mazda MX-b.

They have 6 branches throughout the UK at Bradford, Bristol, Darlington, Derby, London and
Manchester. For your free mail-order parts catalogue call the Moss Catalogue Line (UK) 0800
281182, or email ‘catalogues@moss-europe.co.uk’ with your name, full address (including post
code) and Model type/year. (Small charge for overseas postage).

Debbie Wymark
Marketing Manager

Engine Fitted

Thought you would be interested to know that
after problems with MED | have finally got my
engine. | haven't finished fitting it yet but as
you can see | am almost there.

Alan Anstead

Ed says: Bonnet still fitted, mind your head!




Tonneau Letter, reply (October issue)
lan,

It's not often that | get called to account in the letter section of Mascot, but here goes. Below are
some pictures of my Rollbar, Tonneau, Tonneau Rail and of course in the background my Mk IV
Sprite — Blue KOW. The tonneau used is the original one fitted to the car and is heavy duty PVC
coated fabric. Any additional fabric required was as close to the original as the coach trimmer
could match.

The tonneau rail has to be modified as
the rollbar gets in the way of the mounts
for it which are on top of the hood frame.
The new rail is made up of some %2" OD
steel tube from B&Q painted black with
some turned aluminium end stoppers.
The ends of which rest in a groove in two
aluminium blocks attached to the inside
of the rollbar. These blocks will be
painted black too when | get round to it.
The tonneau rail is needed to support the
edge of the tonneau when it is folded
down behind the seats.

The modifications to the tonneau are to
cut a slit between the first and second
stud so that the cover can be fed around
the rollbar when putting the cover on or off. Two new press studs re-attach the two halves and
some velcro makes it wind/watertight. An oval slot is also cut for the rollbar itself to pass
through which is reinforced by some additional fabric to make an upstand of about 1.5" which
also prevents water running down the rollbar hoops. The inside edge has a slightly longer
tongue to tuck in between the two roll bars. It was originally intended to keep this in place with
velcro, but it does not seem to need it in practice. If your rollbar is not faired in like mine, you
could make this tongue feedback between
the tubes and under the outboard part of
the tonneau, in which case it probably
will need an additional strip of velcro to
keep it in place. You would then have
individual collars around each tube
perhaps fastened with velcro.

| made all the metal work myself rail and
supports, attending night school to get my
hands on the appropriate machine tools!
The modifications to the tonneau were
done by David Nightingale. His coach
trimming works are near Corsham in
Wiltshire, Tel 01-249-701271.

Best of luck,
Geri




Engine Plate, Oil Pump, Flywheel

Thought I'd send you some pics:

After seeing the racing light weight engine plates on the internet |
decided | could do that! So a few mis-spent lunch times at work
and I'm the owner of a new aluminium rear engine plate. As you
can see from the picture it certainly looks good in its marine hard
anodised finish. It only weighs 2Ib compared to the steel original
one at 8lb.

If there’'s enough interest | could put the plate into CAD and do a
small production run, I'm sure | could fabricate them at a
reasonable cost compared to a shop one, the anodising would of
course be optional.

I've also fitted a new oil pump, however the 2 pump body
screws were impossible to remove. As such the 2 curved bolt
retaining plates were unable to be utilised, so a single plate was
made up using a jubilee clip, this one happened to be stainless.

Lastly a picture of a standard flywheel and a lightened Peter May
item, from the centre part of the flywheel you can see how much
has been removed. The extra bolt holes are for a Ford 7.5 inch
clutch.

Hope you enjoy reading this.
Brad

| [

Bodger’s Corner/Letter

| recently encountered problems fitting new steering column top and bottom felt bushes to my
1959 Frogeye.

Although the felts had been soaked in engine ail, for some time, they were awkward to fit and
the inner column was too stiff once entered into the new bushes. The solution was to “shave”
the bushes using a Stanley Knife blade. It takes some effort using the blade to scrape the felt
and removing the fluff. Eventually a good fit was obtained and correct movement, with no
vertical play at the steering wheel. Incidentally, some parts suppliers do not differentiate
between early Mk | Sprites and later, top bushes — the later bush does not fit early, (pre
AN5-48626), Mk | Sprites.

Hope this may be of some help.
Chris, Owen (Member No. 3098)
Ed says: Great Bodge! Beat the queue by sending a letter ©

Perfect Nostalgia - Members’ Announcement

Final Notice: Would the owner of the Cherry Red Frogeye who placed his car with me
9 years ago for a re-build please get in touch.
Dave @ Perfect Nostalgia 01256-768678

Ed says: Sounds like Dave will soon have a Frogeye for sale ©. If it's yours better get in
touch (nine Years!)




Letter from Texas

Just a note to express my appreciation for a great
magazine. | am especially fond of “Bodger”. The
club articles are a lot of fun and | really enjoy the
photos of other member's automobiles. Here is a
shot or two of the Sprite that | reclaimed using
your feedback page and the magazine. This little
car has become my daily driver due to its
economy and ease of maintenance. Well, most of
the time. Thank you and best regards,

Jack Reeves, Port Neches, Texas, USA
Ed says: Nice ‘Automobile’ Jack!

Dropping Hints about Car Books
for Christmas?

Eds Note: So, you want to have a look at what motoring books you would like for Christmas ...
and leave a few hints around for your other half??

The following list of web-sites with motoring themes was compiled by “Bookworm”, our resident
bibliophile. It is by no means exhaustive — do please feel free to suggest others...!

www.blackwell.co.uk/ Oxford’s world-famous bookshop

http://www.amazon.com — needs no introduction!

http://www.pearman-books.com/ — not actually cars as such — more buses, trams and trains.
Provides “Wild Swan” books

http://www.chaters.co.uk — excellent searching-system — concentrates on motoring themes
http://www.pitstop.net.au/prog/OpenDocument.cgi — an Australian site, with a good selection.
www.kudoshops.com/books.html great meta-market of all shopping

www.az-books.co.uk

www.carpwaters.co.uk/shopping/books and_magazines.html
http://www.abd.org.uk/shop/books motorsport.htm good specialised site
http://www.book-bargains.co.uk/acatalog/Online_Catalogue Motoring_books 5.html
www.dacorsa.net/portal/article.php?sid=39 — all about Ferrari’'s
www.shopsafe.co.uk/books.htm
www.100shops.co.uk/Web_Links-reg-viewlink-cid-2.html

http://www.alibris.com — out of print books

http://www.motorbooks.co.uk/ Nice online book shop with thousands of motoring books
available, plus as many on railways, and on military, aviation and maritime themes.

Trurobookshop@eudoramail.com — not actually motoring stuff, mainly the history of Cornwall,
but for anyone of a mechanical frame of mind, there is a lot of stuff on here about Cornish
engineers, beam engines, mine-pumping engines etc.

http://abebooks.com/ mainly collectibles, out of print books etc
Ed says: Compiled by a Mascot friend, with thanks.

mdir



Ashley Bonneville Midget

Part one of a three part history of a Peter
Renn’s Supercharged Midget with many
special features and some excellent
reference photos. A big thank you to Peter
for sharing: Ed

You'd be forgiven for not recognising this
particular variant on the Spridget theme as it
is in fact unique, built in the last two years
but with a development history going back
much further.

The car started life as a 1972 MG Midget. |
bought it while an impoverished student in
1985 and over the years | repaired or
replaced most things, except the engine,
which was always pretty strong. When it
needed a rebuild | had the head reworked-
ported, skimmed etc. by Oselli Engineering of
Oxford. | also fitted a hotter cam, freer flowing
exhaust system and manifold and modified
the inlet manifold and carbs to help the
airflow. | used it as my sole transport for
about 15 years before | started buying and
restoring motorbikes, a 1959 Frogeye and a
couple of Jaguars. The longest it was off the
road was about a month as | enjoyed driving
it too much to lay it up for longer.

In 2001 | finally started the “proper”
restoration, stripping every single nut and bolt
off, getting the body blast stripped back to
bare metal and welding in new floorpans,
sills etc. etc. plus various modifications and
improvements, some of which I've listed
below. The car was back on the road in July
2002 (after an interminable time in the paint
shop!) and was well worth the wait. | was
grinning like an idiot on the first shakedown
run. — God, I'd missed it!

However, it wasn't finished. Under the
bonnet lay the same mucky old engine; put
back into the pristine new bodywork so |
could enjoy the summer before pulling it out
again in November. Over the winter | rebuilt
the engine again, this time to allow the fitting
of a Shorrock supercharger — a sub-project
which has taken four years of research,
hunting for rare parts and considerable
expense.

I've always been interested in supercharged
engines. There's something exotic about them
which turbos just don't have. Finding a cheap
blower at Beaulieu was therefore the start of
an inevitable quest to re-create the original
‘sixties option for the Midget.

Modifications

Almost nothing on the car is now original
and/or standard. | have, however tried to
keep the alterations ‘in period” as much as
possible. The basic idea was to make the car
more powerful, lighter (by about 10%) and
prettier, while enhancing the handling, all
without losing the car’s character.

| have made an approx. 2" deep trough in the
driver's footwell about 13" square. My heels
rest on this lowered floor which alters the
angle of the legs and gives a couple more
inches of effective legroom, stopping my knee
from hitting the dash. The difference in
comfort this makes for the long-legged is just
fantastic (I am 6 foot 6). Picture above
reproduced in the interests of reducing
human suffering.

Peter Renn
Ed says: Look for part two next month.
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. 1807 PRACTICAL MOTORIET

Specitication and performance : '
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TRIUMPH SPITFIRE
and

MG MIDGET

at-a-glance

Printed for review purposes only, © Practical Classic 1967. Ed says: Sorry for the missing text
due to a wonky scan, hope you enjoyed it. Many thanks to Ashley Hilton for the original scan.




MARKET PLACE - NOVEMBER

Adverts to be received before 10th each month
Tel 01395 446353 Email: bobndook@tiscali.co.uk
Or Post to:
David Smith, Doric Lodge, 10 Mansfield Terrace, Budleigh Salterton, Devon EX9 6EN

SALES

Hood frames 1275/1500 £20. Each.
Branch Manifold A Series £25. Brand new
front inner wheel arch assembly, passenger
side £40. Chrome full width bumper £10.
Pair of air filter housings 1275 £5. Pedal
assembly £5. Two early radiators (condition
unknown) £10. Each.

Allan 01827 286632 (Tamworth Staffs.)

1979 “T" reg Midget, twin carb, only
47,000 miles. 4 speed box, no O/D, original
chrome carrier, 4 new tyres, new hood, new
air filter, carpets re-laid. Not taxed. Only
selling due to loss of garaging £2000 or
V.N.O. Jeremy 07748 18329 (Surrey)

1976/77 Midget 1500 almost restored.
Lack of garage forces sale. Extensive work
undertaken with mainly interior to complete,

new tyres, and M.o.T. prep. Most parts there.

Mods include O/D gearbox, suspension,
Kenlowe, servo and oil cooler. £1150. Email
or S.A.E. for full description.

David Bowdler, 9 Meadow Court, Meadow
Road, Kettering, NN16 8TL. Or
bowdler2@FREEOLA.com VERY SERIOUS
INTEREST ONLY!

Restoration Project Midget 1966 (D) Mk 1,
V5 wind up windows, wire wheels, original
steering wheel, body black, interior red
leather. Rusty body 99% complete and
original, been stored 20 years £300.

Terry 01252 626063 (Hants) evenings.
Weber 40 DCOE carb, alloy manifold to suit
“A” series, just fitted with new jets, chokes,
etc. to suit 1275 engine, throttle linkage and
cable. £125.

Phil 07768 875394 (Cheshire)

WANTS
Dual %" master cylinder for disc brake
Sprite.
John 07931 646794 or
johnhendrusson@fs.net

UNIT 10, SUGARBROOK ROAD. ASTON FIELDS TRADING EST,
BROMSGROVE, WORCESTERSHIRE,
Bal 30
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CAR SALES
SMAlL ORDER
EXPORT

MOGA, MGBEB, MGC, VR & MIDGET
FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES INCLUDNNG
“AS NEW® CARS BUILT TO ORDER

SERVICE & RESTORATION WOIHEK
VAST RANGE OF NEW & SECOND HAND PARTS 200
1% HOMUSE” LEATHER TRIN] SHOYP/HCH MY FTETING

www.mgcentre.co.uk
Tel: 01527 879909 Fax: 01527 575385
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MIDGET & SPRITE CLUB REGALIA

Be recognised as a Midget & Sprite Club Member with any of our
exclusive designer range of regalia items.

Sweatshirts- (In Blue, Red, Bottle Green & Black With embroidered Club Logo) -
Please state size and colour required. Each @ £17.00 + £1.75 p&p

T-Shirts- (In Blue, Black, Green, Red & White with screen printed Club Logo)
Please state size and colour required. Each @ £10.50 + £1.25 p&p

Grille Badge- £20.00 inc p&p

Cloth Badge- £2.75 inc p&p

Windscreen sticker with Club Logo, in Black, Red & Silver. £1.00 inc p&p
Leather key fob with club logo, in Black, Red & White. £2.25 inc p&p
Midget & Sprite Club “Buyers Guide” £4.50 inc p&p

Sprite 40th Anniversary windscreen stickers. £1.25 inc p&p

Poloshirts (Red, Royal Blue, Bottle Green: Embossed Logo)
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL. Please state size and colour. Each @ £12.00 + £1.25 p&p

Fleece Jackets (Black and Bottle Green: Embossed Logo)
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL. Please state size and colour. Each @ £25.00 + £2.25 p&p

Baseball Style Caps (Black brushed cotton with a Red Suede Peak, Embossed Logo)
Each @ £7.50 inc p&p

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE

Cheques and Postal Orders should be made payable to the
Midget & Sprite Club.

SEND YOUR ORDERS WITH CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER TO:-

Christine Barton, Regalia Officer, Midget & Sprite Club
10 Wrens Park Avenue, Walmley, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B76 8LP
Tel 0121 3512513




HARDY ENGINEERING

COMPLETE RANGE OF GEAR BOXES & DIFFERENTIAL UNITS
FOR ALL SPRITES & MIDGETS FROM FROGEYE TO
RUBBER BUMPER HELD IN STOCK.

EXCHANGE OR OVERHAUL YOUR UNIT.
‘ NEW AND USED PARTS FROM STOCK.

Working with cars like these since the 60's
actively involved in Club Motorsport at all levels.

SPECIAL SERVICES

Competition gearboxes built. Limited slip differential units.
Competition crownwheel & pinion
3.7, 1.9, 4.22, 4.8475.

HARDY ENGINEERING, 268 Kingston Road,
Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7QA
Tel: 01372 378927 Fax: 01372 376794

Visil our Website at: www.hardyengineering.com
Ask for Bill or Neil, Club discount given.




