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Modern Multi-vehicle Replica
Classic 

Motorcycle Household

FP1445

WHY CHOOSE RH?
	 No broker admin fees

	  No upper age limit*

	   Cover available for 18-25 year olds*

	 Agreed value cover available  
(subject to club or independent valuation)

	 Salvage return – free and automatic for all vehicles  
over 20 years of age

	  UK & European breakdown recovery (over 1 mile from home  
or nominated garage address) included at no extra cost

	  Multi vehicle insurance – combine your specialist vehicle collection and 
modern cars onto one policy (providing the majority are classic)

	 We can tailor the cover required to meet your needs

Insurance Quotation Hotline 01277 206911www.rhclassicinsurance.co.uk

Cherished by you
Insured by us

* subject to underwriting criteria

RH Specialist Insurance is a trading name of Willis Limited, a Lloyd’s broker. Registered office: 51 Lime Street, London, EC3M 7DQ. 
Registered number 181116 England and Wales. The RH insurance schemes are arranged and administered on behalf of Willis Limited by 
Equity Red Star Services Limited, an appointed representative of Equity Syndicate Management Limited for Equity Direct Broking Limited.

Equity Syndicate Management Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. All other firms are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority or are 
agents of an authorised firm.

S P E C I A L I S T  V E H I C L E  I N S U R A N C E
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THE WHO, THE WHAT & THE WHERE of THE MIDGET & SPRITE CLUB

COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN David Dixon, Tel: 01733 222810, email: e-dave@hotmail.co.uk
GENERAL SECRETARY Jim Willis, Tel: 01527 402804, email: jim.willis@tiscali.co.uk
TREASURER David King, Tel: 01453 544202, email: djs.king@virgin.net
EDITOR  Gary Lazarus, 40B Hungerford Road, London, N7 9LP. Tel: 0207700 5696 

email: editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk
AREA REP’S DELEGATE Mark Hall, Tel: 01296 660103 email: markdhall@aol.com
MEMBERSHIP Stuart Watson, “Staddlestones”, Thicknall Lane, Clent, Stourbridge, West Midlands. 

DY9 0HX Tel: 01562 883076 email: membership@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk 
GENERAL MEMBER Kate Andrews, email: kate.andrews66@yahoo.com

OFFICERS
CLUB ARCHIVIST & Terry Horler, 63 Littledean, Yate, Bristol, BS37 8UQ. Tel: 01454 881770
TECHNICAL DOCUMENTATION  rebelwithasprite@hotmail.com
MEMBERS ADVERTISING Alan Lo, Tel: 0117 9572617 Mob: 0775 3867806 email: alan@mobuzzing.net
MUTUAL ASSISTANCE John Clark, 16 Barley Close, Broomfield, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 7XG
CO-ORDINATOR  Tel: 01227 368 638, mob: 07971 153556, email: jrclark@sky.com
CAR REGISTERS
SPRITES & MIDGETS  Stuart Watson, stuart@thewatsonz.com 01562 883 076
(ExCEPT MK1 SPRITES)
SPRITES MK1  Gary Lazarus, garyfrogeye@gmail.com 020 7700 5696
REGALIA OFFICER Mike Grout, 55 Park Road, Spixworth, Norwich, NR10 3PJ. Tel: 01603 890211  

email: miketg54@hotmail.com
TECHNICAL ADVISOR Mark Boldry, email: mark26r@hotmail.com
WEBMASTER Richard Mumford, email: webmaster@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk
TRADE ADVERTISING Gary Lazarus, editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk 020 7700 5696

AREA REPRESENTATIVES
BRISTOL Terry Horler, Tel: 01454 881770 rebelwithasprite@hotmail.com
CENTRAL  John Collins, Tel 07970 213084 email: central.masc@live.com
DEVON Michael Ellis, Tel: 07527 598091 email: Michael_Ellis@live.co.uk 
DORSET Ian Beaver, Tel: 01722 326840 email: ian.beaver@btinternet.com
EAST ANGLIA David Dixon, Tel: 01733 222810 email: e-dave@hotmail.co.uk
ESSEx Jane Gates, Tel: 01255 830 509 email: jgjanegates999@gmail.com
HAMPSHIRE Terry Langridge, Tel: 01252 626063 email: friendlyfolk@midgetandsprite-hampshire.info
HEART OF ENGLAND Dave Puzey, Tel 024 7671 2384 email davepuzey01@AOL.com
HOME COUNTIES  Mark Hall, Tel: 01296 660103 markdhall@aol.com
NORTH WEST 
KENT Alan Anstead, Tel: 01322 384050 email: alan.anstead@btopenworld.com
LINCOLNSHIRE Vacant
LONDON Gary Lazarus, Tel: 020 7700 5696 email: garyfrogeye@gmail.com
NORTH WEST Les & Diane Robinson, Tel: 01772 496594 email: les.robinson@torotrak.com
NORTHERN IRELAND Robert Holmes, Tel: 02892 689274 email: robertholmes25@hotmail.com
NOTTS/DERBY Ian Cooke, Tel: 0115 938 3838 email: ilc@bgs.ac.uk
OxFORD Grahame Gibbins, Tel: 01235 530456 or grahame_gibbins@hotmail.com
SCOTLAND John Pardo, Tel: 01698 814791 email: jp1kg@talktalk.net 
SOMERSET Valerie Young,.Phone 01460 62182. email Peteryoung81@aol.com
SOUTH WEST WALES David Hill, Tel: 01239 811307 email: david@hill.be
SURREY Mike Gorman, mike@birchwood44.freeserve.co.uk Tel: 01737-552256
SUSSEx David Southcott, email: dandl@southcotts.plus.com
WILTSHIRE Andy Cross, Tel: 01225 743554 email: andy@cross743.freeserve.co.uk
YORKSHIRE Rob Armstrong, Tel: 07889 090411 email: mascyorkshire@gmail.com

Also see the Club Nights section for new areas and contacts.

Compiled by Richard Flynn (richard.flynn@live.co.uk). Please advise me of any changes, errors etc. 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL: IF YOU ExPERIENCE ‘MASCOT ’ PROBLEMS UPON RENEWAL,  
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Well that’s the month of May done and 
dusted for another year. What did 
you do and did you take advantage of 

some very nice weather?

By the time you read this, I will be gearing up for 
my annual pilgrimage to France for the Le Mans 
24 Hour Race, which takes place this year on the 
on the weekend of the 14th–15th of June. Others 
of you I know, will be making a similar trip a few 
weeks later to attend the Le Mans Classic on 
the 4th–6th of July. Have an enjoyable and safe 
trip there and back and don’t forget to write in to 
Mascot with tales of your adventures.

My preparation for the trip has involved 
putting on as many miles as possible (500 
miles plus) after the major repair to “Gap’s” 
engine, which I briefly mentioned last month. 
I managed to burn a hole in number three 
piston due to a bit of a retiming experiment. 
This clearly didn’t turn out as well as 

expected! My thanks once again to Alan 
Anstead, ably assisted by Gary Puxty (both 
from the Kent region). 

My thanks to Alan extend further, for his 
continual and monumental contribution to 
Mascot. It really isn’t an overstatement to 
say that without his scribbling each month, 
I would really struggle to fill the magazine. 
Just flick through this month’s magazine and 
count the number of pages with his name at 
the bottom. How about giving Alan a bit of 
a rest (especially as he’ll be spending much 
of this month in France) by contributing 
something to the magazine yourself? It really 
isn’t that hard and I know of at least two 
people who will really appreciate it.

Those of you north of the border may be 
aware (especially if you’ve already read this 
month’s Scotland Area report on page 37), 
that John Pardo will shortly relinquish his 
position as “King of Scotland”. John and 
Elspeth will be moving down south (ish). 
Watch out Notts & Derby Area, here they 
come. So if you happen to be in Scotland 
please get in touch with John so that he can 
begin your apprenticeship. 

Finally, many thanks to those of you who 
took the time to enter last month’s simple 
competition on page 40, to win the Digicam 
or the CHIPnTRACK. It was pointed out to 
me that while I set the question, I failed to 
let you know where to send the answer! 
So the competition has been carried over 
for another month in order to give you the 
chance to send your answers to me here at 
Mascot. Please send them to  
editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk 

Have a great month and don’t forget to send 
me articles, reports, letters, bodges and 
tips.

Gary & Gaps

The statements and opinions expressed in each and every issue of Mascot are not necessarily the 
considered views of the Midget and Sprite Club. The views expressed by the editorial contributors, 
letter writers and advertisers are their own and do not necessarily reflect the view of the Club. The 
Midget and Sprite Club accepts no responsibility for the results of following contributor’s advice, nor 
does it necessarily endorse the services or products offered by advertisers.

Cover image: The rare and lovely WSM S2 Sprite of Geoff Hill on its shake down run at Bedford 
Autodrome. Image (C) and thanks to Richard Woolmer

The deadline for articles and reports for inclusion in the July edition of Mascot is 
Tuesday 17th June.

June Editorial

Gaps rebuilt engine waiting to be re installed
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Netherlands Healey Museum/Sprite Weekend

27/28 September 2014

This event is advertised on the Healey 
Museum Website and is shaping up to 
be a cracking weekend. The entry fee 

of E175 includes (Saturday) access to the 
Healey Museum; a reception with coffee/tea 

& goody bag; Special Rally plate; route book; 
lunch package for the afternoon trip; four 
tokens for afternoon consumption. Dinner 
Buffet, at Museum and two consumption 
tokens. Then on Sunday two entry tickets to 
Zandvoort Race Circuit with access to the 
paddock and a free drive on the circuit. 

A beneficial Hotel Package (E201) has been 
arranged for participants. A group of MASC 
members, from various Area groups, are 
travelling together on the Friday by way of 
Dover/Dunkirk returning on the Monday. The 
Ferry service operator have a current early 
bird offer of 20% off the fare (contact me for 
details).

So far that group comprises:

1)  Martin Ingall (Kent) is currently installing a supercharged 1098, & Toyota 5 spd, into JJO his 
well known Sebring rep.

2)  Maggi & Roger Byford (HCNW) have a Sebring rep.

3)  I (Alan Anstead) will be in my Sebring rep. (Kent)

4)  Gary Lazarus (MASC Editor and London Area Rep) will be in his Frogeye “Gaps”

5)  Ron Edwards (Kent), accompanied by the Kent Website sponsor from Fisher Services Mark 
Wanstall, in an Alexander Engineering engined 948cc Frogeye

6)  John Clark’s (Kent) 1275, 5 spd, Frogeye is currently with Fisher Services for new rear 
wings and some bodywork fettling

7)  Hils & Pete Stevens (Surrey) have a white 1275 Frogeye (on front cover of February Mascot 
in a convoy that also includes Ron’s and Alex’s cars)

8)  Alex Bowers & Jess (Surrey) have a fuel injected 1275, 5 spd, Frogeye 
(Their entry depends on work as Alex has just started a new job.)

9)  Neil McCleod (NW) Frogeye. Currently fitting new floors

10)  Andrew Musgrave (NW) – 948cc Frogeye

11)  Mike Bennett (NW) 1340cc .Isle of Wight Frogeye

12)  Nay & Col Carpenter (Surrey) will be in a turbo charged, fuel injected, 5spd, Midget.

13)  Les Robinson (NW MASC Rep) Mk2 Sprite 5 spd

14)  Bernie Higginson (NW) A.H. Sprite

15)  David Clarkson (Devon) Frogeye

Why not come and join us?

Want more details? See Museum website or contact me through www.masckent.org for 
details and/or to join our convoy. I am currently compiling a contacts sheet for dispersal 
amongst those persons joining our travelling group.

Alan 
Kent Rep.
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1st Tuesday Essex Area – Now meet at The Green Man, Green Man Lane, Kelvedon Road, Little Braxted, Essex Cm8 
3BL. For further details contact Jane Gates Tel: 01255830 509 or email: jgjanegates999@gmail.com

1st Wednesday Central – Meet at Whitacre Ex-Service & Social Club, 66 Station Road, Nether Whitacre, Coleshill, 
Birmingham, West Midlands. B46 2EH, 8.30-8.45pm Contact: John Collins,  
Tel: 07970 213084 email: central.masc@live.com 

1st Wednesday Oxford Area – Meet at the Blackhorse Pub, Gozzards Ford, Nr Abingdon. 7pm for those eating or 8pm 
for those not. Contact Grahame Gibbins at grahame _ gibbins@hotmail.com 

2nd Tuesday London Area (Congestion Zone) – Meet at The Ace Cafe at 7:30pm together with the Classic Cars 
Magazine night. Details: Gary Lazarus on 020 7700 5696, garyfrogeye@gmail

2nd Wednesday Devon Area – The Dartmoor Lodge Hotel, Ashburton, TQ13 7JW from 8 to 10 pm. Michael Ellis 
Michael _ Ellis@live.co.uk and telephone: 07527 598091

2nd Wednesday Heart of England, covers Worcs, Warks, West Midlands and surrounding areas – Meet at The Green 
Dragon, The Green, Sambourne, Redditch, B96 6NU, at 8.30pm as usual.

2nd Wednesday North West Area meet at The Kilton, turn off M6 at Jct 20 onto A50 towards Macclesfield. Pub 4 miles 
on left. Please note new venue.

2nd Wednesday Bristol Area will meet at The Rose and Crown, Pucklechurch at 8pm. All Bristol, Bath and surrounding 
areas members welcome. Contact Terry Horler on 01454 881770 rebelwithasprite@hotmail

2nd Thursday Notts/Derby border Area at the Sitwell Arms at 30 Wood Lane, Horsley Woodhouse, Derby, DE7 6BN 
from approx. 8.30. Just a mile north-west of the A608/A609 crossroads. Ian Cooke 0115 938 3838  
ilc@bgs.ac.uk

2nd Thursday East Anglian Area. Previously the Cambridgeshire Area meet at The Ferry Boat, at Holywell, 8pm

2nd Saturday Yorkshire Area – meet each month at lunchtime from 12:30pm at The Nags Head, Pickhill, near 
Thirsk, YO7 4JG – more information at http;//yorkshiremasc.blogspot.com/

3rd Monday Dorset – Meet at St. Peter’s Finger, Lytchett Minster, Poole, BH16 6JE 7.30pm 

3rd Tuesday  Scotland – Meet at The Windmill Tavern, 4 Thorniewood Road, Uddingston G71 5QQ at 8pm.  
Contact John Pardo on 01698 814791 

3rd Tuesday Surrey – Meet at The Chequers, Chequers Lane, Walton-on-the-Hill, Surrey KT20 7SF. 7.00pm 
onwards. Contact Mike Gorman, mike@birchwood44.freeserve.co.uk Tel: 01737-552256

4th Thursday  Sussex – Meet at Bolney Stage, Bolney, RH17 5RL from 19:00. Contact David Southcott at  
dandl@southcotts.plus.com

4th Thursday Hampshire – Please ring Terry or Harriet Langridge on 01252 626063 for details.

4th Sunday Kent Area – Meet at The Angel, Addington Green, West Malling, Kent, ME19 5BB at 12:00 for lunch. 
Contact Alan Anstead, Tel: 01322 384050. alan.anstead@btopenworld.com 

Last Monday Wiltshire – Meet at The Barge Inn, Seend, Nr. Devizes, about 7pm. Contact Andy Cross on 
01225 743554 or e-mail andy@cross743.freeserve.co.uk

Last Wednesday Home Counties North West for members in Herts, Beds, Bucks, Berks, N. London or anyone interested! 
Meet at the Chequers Inn, Redbourn, AL3 7AD from 6:30pm. Please contact Mike or Sue Gahan on 
email mike@mgahan.demon.co.uk or on 07850 488636.

Last Thursday.  Somerset Area – Meet at The Bell at Broadway Nr. Ilminster TA19 9RG. 7pm if eating, 8 to 8.30pm if 
not. Please contact Valerie Young 01460 62182 for further information. We may not always be there, 
especially in the Summer!

Northern Ireland robertholmes25@hotmail.com. If enough interest, will arrange a meeting.

South West Wales Non-regular and occasional meetings and runs arranged throughout the summer months. Please 
contact David Hill on 01239 811307 or email: david@hill.be

Club Nights
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Sun 1st June  Wollaton Park Autokarna. Entry fee £5 per car. MASC paddock area available to 
those pre-booking. See article in last months Mascot.  
For details contact Ian Cooke ilc@bgs.ac.uk 0115 9383838

15th June Yorkshire Post Fathers Day Classic Car Rally and Motor Show on the at 
Harewood House. Contact Rob Armstrong mascyorkshire@gmail.com  
tel 07889 090411

27th June–4thJuly Hampshire Chapter Holiday 2014 to Wales. Contact Terry at  
friendlyfolk@midgetandsprite-hampshire.info or 01252 626 063

28th June  CLASSIC & RETRO ACTION DAY at CASTLE COMBE CIRCUIT (See Below). 
Contact –Terry Horler, 01454 881770 email rebelwithasprite@hotmail.com 

13th July  Kimbolton Classic 2014. Contact David Dixon for information  
e-dave@hotmail.co.uk tel 01733 222810

25th – 27th July  Silverstone Classic 2014. Contact David Dixon for information 
(provisional dates)  e-dave@hotmail.co.uk tel 01733 222810

6th and 7th Sept Beaulieu’s International Autojumble 2014

27th & 28th Sept 2nd Classic Pistons and Props show at Sywell Aerodrome LIMITED AVAILABILITY 
so contact David Dixon for information e-dave@hotmail.co.uk tel 01733 222810

Club Website
www.midgetandspriteclub.co.uk

Members Only Pages: Password: Fusebox (which is case sensitive)

Also follow the Midget and Sprite Club on 

Area reps please make Gary Lazarus aware of any events already in your diaries 
for 2014 and 2015, so that they can be added to this “Events” section of the magazine and 

the website.
For the magazine Gary can be contacted at editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk

For the website Richard Mumford can be contacted at richardmumford@me.com 

Send your events details to editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk

CLASSIC & RETRO ACTION DAY
CASTLE COMBE CIRCUIT – SATURDAY 28th JUNE

The club is once again booking a club stand at this very popular event held at the famous Wiltshire Circuit. 
Paddock Passes are limited so book early to ensure a place. For full details and to register your place,  

please contact – Terry Horler, 01454 – email: rebelwithasprite@hotmail.com
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New Members April–May 2014
We extend a warm welcome to the following new and rejoined members

4893 David Keep & Pamela Simpson Surrey Sprite Mk 1

4894 Dennis Hudson Suffolk Sprite Mk 1

4895 Mike Wood Ayrshire Sprite Mk 2

4896 Mr Gerry Sears Worcestershire MG Mk 3 RWA

4897 Ian Hazell York Looking for a Car

4898 Keith Potter Berkshire Sprite Mk 3

4899 Craig Stevens Warwickshire Midget Mk 3 RWA

4900 Nick Barnes Northants Midget Mk 3 Lenham

New member 
(from February) 
Mark Petersen the 
custodian of Ian 
Ashfield’s Sebring 
Replica

Pamela Simpson & 
David Keep’s Mk1 

Sprite, with Pamela  
at the wheel

Mike Wood with his 
MkII Sprite when it 
was delivered in May 
2012

Ian Hazell who looking 
for a 1960s Spridget to 

join his 1933 Austin 7

Keith Potter in 
1952 age 2 years 
11 months in his 
car

Keith Potter, in 
2014 age – a 

little bit older, 
also in his car
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Let’s Torque!

I have always 
taken care 
of my tools, 

never thought 
about their 
accuracy 
until I was 
offered a free 
torque wrench 
calibration 
session. During 
the visit, I 
picked up a few 
tips on what 
not to do and 
how to adjust 
the calibration. 
Here are some 
common 
causes that can upset the calibration of a 
typical “click” type torque wrench.

•  Dropped on a hard surface.

•  Used for tightening or loosening fasteners. 
It should only be used for checking the 
torque value, and definitely not a breaker-
bar!

•  Using it outside the specified range.

•  Pulling on it too hard, or too fast passing 
the set value missing the signal (clicking/ 
beeping).

•  And the most common cause is … storing 
the torque wrench with load. When not in 
use, it should be stored at the lowest value 
to release the spring’s tension and keep in 
a protective case.

I have three torque wrenches, and they were 
all slightly out of calibration after various 
years of use; they were from 4 ft lb over 
to 3 ft lb under between 20-60 ft lb range. 
Reputable manufacturers like Snap-on 
state the accuracy for click-type should be 
+/-4% clockwise and +/-6% anti-clockwise. 
Obviously, I recalibrated all of them as the 
service was free!

Both the Sealey (AK224) and Clarke (CHT 
141) torque wrench have a small 5mm 
diameter hole on the side of the shaft, 
allowing an Allen key to adjust the setting 
on-the-fly.

The Snap-On QD2FR75 is a bit more 
complicated. The adjustment is at the 

bottom of the 
handle covered 
by a rubber 
cap. Firstly, set 
the load that 
you want to 
test, unbolt the 
nut and retrieve 
the locking 
washer. Turn 
the threaded 
shaft gently 
to correct the 
value. Put the 
washer and 
bolt back on, 
change the 
torque value 
and repeat 

the procedure if necessary to fine tune the 
setting at a different load.

Each calibration takes five readings from the 
same torque setting. The first two readings 
is to allow the spring to settle down, the 
next three is to check for consistency. The 
calibration adjustment is made at the mid-
range of the torque; further readings are 
taken at each end of the range to confirm the 
accuracy. 
The five-year-old Sealey gave the most 
consistent value between each reading 
during the test, each reading was less than 
0.1 ft lb out. The six-year-old Clarke was the 
worst, almost 0.8 ft lb out between each 
reading. The Snap-on was last calibrated in 
2011, it was 3lbft under value and produced 
a variation of 0.15 ft lb between readings.
The technicians were all impressed with the 
consistency of the Sealey torque wrench and 
how positive and loud the click was. 
If you don’t have access to a free to use 
facility and don’t want to pay for calibration, 
there are quite a few DIY methods 
available on the world-wide-web. Although 
it is recommended to test your torque 
wrench annually, I don’t think we need high 
accuracy for the cast iron block and ’60s 
technology that are on our cars, we just need 
consistency. I know an old-school mechanic 
that measures the torque by the loudness of 
the grunt and the number of fingers used!

Alan Lo  
(from the Bowel of Bristol)
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Little Red’s  Big Day Out

It was a lovely spring day as ‘Little Red’ 
peeked out of her warm garage in Yeadon. 
“We’re going out today,” she thought. 

Winter jobs done, a new set of rear springs, 
and a new MOT – ready for the summer! 
We’re off the Donington Historic Racing 
Festival. 

Leaving Leeds, with her owner, Ken at the 
wheel, and his friend, Howard navigating, it 
was on to the M1 south for a good drive at 
higher revs. to blow out the cobwebs and 
spiders that might be remaining under the 
bonnet. As we arrived the classic cars were 
already flying around on their qualification 
laps. We joined the other members of MASC 
that were present, all of whom had already 
disappeared around the circuit to watch the 
proceedings. “Red” was spluttering a bit, so 
Howard had a tweak of the carbs, which were 
burning rich.

There was an opportunity to join the Club 
Parade laps during the lunchtime break. 
Having ascertained nobody on the group 
was joining in, it seemed to Ken to be a 
great opportunity. So “Red” was booked in 
and took her place in the queue behind a 
yellow MGBGT. We were led out on the track 

by a pace car with strict instructions, “No 
overtaking.” 

Ken thought it was to be a sedate 
procession; not so. After a slow start, during 
which we passed crash crew recovering 
Wolfgang Freidrichs’ 1960 Aston Martin 
DB4GT that had broken a propshaft and 
left the track, the pace car sped up and we 
got the chance to put our foot down around 
the chicane and down the main straight 
and round Redgate corner. For “Little Red” 
and Ken it was ‘foot to the floor” - WOW – 

On track at Donington behind the MGB
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Little Red’s  Big Day Out

it was really fun. We had five laps, in the 
same format, and for “Little Red” it was the 
moment of a lifetime. She had never been on 
a track before. Taking the ‘racing line’ at the 
corners was great fun! 

All too soon it was back to the MASC stand 
and a rest, whilst the chaps had lunch. Then 
for them, a wander round the pits, and a 
chance to catch up with Andy “Ace” Harrison, 

and Barry “Whizzer” Williams who were 
racing  Andy’s 1293 cc Mini Cooper of 1963 
vintage, coming a very creditable 4th in the 
last race of the day. (It was Andy and his 
team at Acespeed, that gave “Red” her new 
‘dress’ last year.) 

So many wonderful cars to look at, including 
Ken gazing in awe at Alan Wheelwright’s 
racing 1958 Rover P4 – a car that he did 
much of his courting in, his Dad’s Rover 90, 
many years ago! 

After watching the last race, which I have to 
say for Ken was the most spectacular with 
a wonderful selection of 50s and 60s racing 
saloons, including A35s, a Standard Pennant, 
Hillman Imp, Austin Cambridge, Wolsley 
1500, the Rover and a Jag Mk.7, all dicing 
with Lotus Cortina and BMWs, it was time for 
home. A couple of hours later, “Little Red” 
was tucked up in her warm garage dreaming 
of a very eventful day.

Ken Cothliff & “Little Red”

Back at rest with some of the other MASC 
attendees

NEW MOBILE SERVICE HELPS ACCIDENT VICTIMS 
CHECK INSURANCE AT THE ROADSIDE

The free askMID (www.askMID.com) mobile phone service launched by the Motor Insurers’ 
Bureau (MIB)  will help millions of accident victims a year to check vehicle insurance details 
at the roadside. The new ‘askMID Roadside’ service, which is only accessible via a smart 
mobile device at www.askMID.com, can be used to check the insurance details of the other 
parties involved in a road traffic collision. A traffic accident/collision can be a harrowing 
experience, but collecting accurate details at the scene of the accident is absolutely 
essential to making insurance claims for damage and injuries. The new askMID Roadside 
service provides drivers with an instant check of the Motor Insurance Database (MID) from 
their mobile phone. This will confirm whether the other vehicle involved in the accident is 
showing as insured on the MID and provides the other party’s insurance details so that the 
claim can be pursued quickly.”

Three simple steps to check insurance details after an accident at the roadside

1. Visit www.askMID.com from your smart mobile device 
2. Enter:  – Your email address – Your vehicle›s registration number 
 – The third party vehicle’s registration number 
3.  Receive confirmation of insurer and contact details (on screen and to your email address)

Alan Anstead [Kent Area Rep]
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Letters

Boot-Bag Winner
Hi Gary

Just to let you know that the Boot-
bag has arrived today by courier 
– direct from the Boot-bag Co.

The picture is of “Boot-Bag’s” new 
home – On our MkIV Sprite, here 
overlooking Lough Erne in Ireland. 

Many thanks & kind regards

Peter Houghton 
Ferndown, Dorset

Midget Dampers etc for my 1979 Midget 1500  
plus a couple of tips

Dear Gary,

Further to Alan Anstead’s experiences – I 
long sought high quality replacement 
dampers. No real luck with the MGOC. All 
I could find were “reconditioned”, usually 
uprated (whatever that means), or those at 
about £18.00. Well I couldn’t clean, paint and 
make a profit at that price, so what quality 
are they?

I tried S.C.Parts Group Ltd, near Gatwick 
who supplied 2 new front shockers within 
two weeks at a cost of about £400. They 
appear to have come from Germany and look 
and perform as you would expect. Even at 
that price, they will be a good buy if they last 
another 35 years, considering the work they 
have to do. (I had the rears rebuilt by PAST 
PARTS of Bury St. Edmunds for about £130 
per pair).

Also with the increasingly horrible petrol, I 
am finding tuning carburettors has turned 
from a pleasant relaxing experience, into 
a pain in the butt. There must be folks out 
there who have gone the single carb route. 
I noticed that the Triumph 1500 single carb 
set up looks a more or less straight swap 
– the exhaust stub appears to be at the 

right angle etc. Has there been an article 
on this conversion (especially Triumph 1500 
engines)?

Last year I completely overhauled my car’s 
suspension etc. Two things really helped. 
I used a cheap sabre saw to cut through 
the fulcrum pins at the inner ends of the 
wishbones, rather than mess about with 
a sledge hammer. And I bought a cheap 
electric impact wrench to remove the eight 
bolts securing the leaf spring’s two securing 
plates. These would never have come out 
using normal tools but just required a little 
patience this way.

Cockpit matters: There is a more or less 
square section of black (brown?) guttering 
in plastic, which fits directly over your worn 
carpet where it goes over the bump in the 
front of the seats. Two black screws secure, 
cost £7.00. Also, the appalling little fixings 
which secure the door caps: Throw them 
away when you (at length) get them off and 
secure the caps with a modern black (or 
stainless) self tapper or two....Bliss!

Yours, hoping this is of interest 

S.V.Chandler (member 3170) 
Creeting St.Mary, Ipswich
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If you would like to contact the editor or the magazine, please email Gary 
at editor@midgetandspriteclub.co.uk  
Or write to Mascot Editor, 40B Hungerford Road, London. N7 9LP

How Not To Buy a Midget
Or is it?

On our regular trip to Shropshire last year, 
we called into Brightwells auction classic car 
sales. They had several Midgets and on offer, 
I spotted a rather sad looking black RWA 
MkIII that had been in an Essex museum for 8 
years. Now machinery doesn’t take kindly to 
being unused and I should have left it at that! 
However, I thought I would try it for size, only 
to be told “you silly old thing, you won’t be 
able to get in or out”. Now a challenge from 
one’s better half cannot be ignored. Being 
now seriously creaky, she had a point. Having 
had to sell my vintage cars due to this, 
finding that I could get into my 1930 Frazer 
Nash, but not get out. As Archie Frazer-Nash 
said to a customer, “Doors! What do you 
want doors for?” Anyway, my son mostly now 
has the Frazer Nash, so it’s still in the family. 
Since 1968.

Having always been messing about with 
motors, I was getting serious withdrawal 

symptoms. As in 1954 I had persuaded my 
mother to part with £17-10s for a 1929 M Type 
(my first car). I thought that having started 
with a Midget, I might as well finish with one. 
I quickly left a very low bid at the office, 
thinking I was pretty safe. Next morning the 
phone rang and DKR449K was ours.
Now you may ask why I didn’t buy the shiny 
ones. In the early ’80s my daughter had a 
friend who needed to sell her white MkIII 
RWA. I bought this and although a bit tatty, it 
was a super little car. I then saw a fully rebuilt 
MG for sale in Wolverhampton, rushed up and 
bought it. Very smart but what a dog! I think 
the chassis was bent and nothing I could do. 
DKR looked very tired but I got a good feeling 
about it. I still have.

I have found unexpected advantages. Being 
geriatric, 40 mph feels like 80mph in the 
modern. So you get the thrills and keep your 
licence. Insurance is cheap as chips, steering 
light as a feather and to keep getting in and 
out, gym visits are essential. At the gym we 
have a fit 82 year old who had a Midget, who 
couldn’t believe that any had survived! Any 
news of GDD 261D? 

Being Petrol heads here with HSCC Formula 
Fords etc. We now have a new arrival with 
MASC connections. Clay Regazzoni’s de 
Tomaso F3 single seater (page 25 of Mascot 
no 341). Hopefully out this year.

Best wishes,

Tony Mitchell 
Clapton on the Hill, Cheltenham

Tony with DKR 449K

An old image of Tony’s first car, the M Type MG

An old and poor quality photo of GDD 216D with its 
lady owner
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How Bright is your Light?

No more TOC-H Light in my dash

I can’t recall when I noticed it but one 
bright day I had reason to look at the Main 
Beam warning light in the bottom of the 

speedometer. I think it was because I had 
found problems with the same warning light 
in my Audi Coupe, and had to fix it to get 
an MOT; it may be the same for the Midget, 
and in any case one wants to know what the 
main beams are doing particularly in built up 
areas.

So, sitting in a Tesco car park I looked 
at the effect of lighting and flashing the 
main beams. I found I could hardly see a 
glimmer from the small blue “sapphire” lens. 
During the course of the next few weeks I 
removed the speedometer and fettled the 
earth contact on the sheath that is clipped 
into the speedo body to contain and earth 
the bulb holder, cleaned the back of the 
sapphire lens with a fine brush changed the 
2.2w bulb and checked its working. Result, 
just a slight glint seen on the cut edge lines 
of the sapphire.  

The sheath containing the bulb in its holder 
directs light down an independent very small 
diameter flexible tube fixed to the speedo 
face plate behind the sapphire. Its purpose 
seems to be to restrict backlight in the 
speedometer from giving a false light. The 
screw fitting into the bulb holder allows one 
to adjust the position of the bulb closer to 
or further away from the receiver tube. So 
I screwed the bulb as far as I could down 
towards the receiver tube. This still produced 
no discernible difference.

Although I don’t know why the TOC – H 
dimness situation arose from what appears 
to me to have been a satisfactory previous 
standard layout, I resolved to fit a brighter 
bulb to add power to the set up.

The problem then arose that any higher 
wattage normal filament bulbs had globes 
that just did not fit down the containing 
sheath. I therefore sought alternatives, 
and on the web I stumbled across some 
examples of small LED “bulbs” as is 2 and 3 
in the photograph which both fit inside the 
sheath and have the correct small centre 
contact screw fit. The first of these (2) is 
a warm white 12v 100°MES E10 screw fit 
bulband, (3) is described as an E10 SMD 
5050 LED bulb screw torch headlamps. 

The latter are strange looking things with 
yellow external LED patches stuck onto the 
retaining globes. A pair of 2.2w standard 
bulbs cost me £2 in Halfords and a pair of 
LED bulbs 2 & 3 cost me £3.50 and £5.00 
respectively. The outcome of fitting these 
“bulbs” was acceptable as even in daylight 
one can see the blue lens glow slightly. I have 
presently fitted No.3 “bulb” and it seems to 
work quite satisfactorily although I am pretty 
sure that the side mounted LED’s are not 
contributing much as they are too close to 
the surrounding sheath to direct much light 
down to the receiver tube.

There may be other ways of dealing with the 
problem I have found or maybe folk just put 
up with glimmer, but for the small extra cost 
of LED bulbs I found this a hit. 

Colin Jones
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How Bright is your Light?
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Adrian Flux know how much you love your Midget or Sprite, 
that’s why we are dedicated to finding you a great policy 
tailored to your specific requirements and driving history. 
Call us today for a free, no obligation quote. 

Specialist Car Insurance

Midget & Sprite Insurance

Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority 

Limited Mileage Discounts
Midget & Sprite Owners Club
Member Discounts

FREE Legal Cover
Laid-Up Cover

Agreed Value
Breakdown Cover

OF EXCELLENCE
YEARS

Benefits available include:



One was bent and another was  
too short!

It was last year that I decided to change my 
gearbox to that of a Ford type 9, five-speed 
box, as the ribbed box was becoming 

increasingly noisy. At the same time I 
thought it prudent to improve the engine up 
to a 1275cc. Figuring if I had to change the 
gearbox I may as well swap the engine at the 
same time. I bought a second hand engine 
from Andy Jennings which I subsequently had 
fully rebuilt at Classic and Modern Engines 
Bracknell.

The Ford gearbox I bought second hand 
of good ‘ol ebay and the adaptor kit came 
from Morris Minor Centre Birmingham. 
This consisted of the alloy bell housing and 
a shortened propshaft. Needless to say I 
sought the wisdom of the MASC guru for all 
things 5-speed, Alan Anstead. Alan also very 
kindly made up for me the bracing piece for 
a moderate fee which supports the gearbox 
in place of a 7” section of cross member I 
cut out from under the transmission tunnel 
(gulp!).

The actual installation has been very well 
documented several times within Mascot, 
so I can’t see the point of repeating what 
has gone before. However there have 
been several twists and turns during the 
process which may be of interest to others 
considering such a swap.

The first issue I had was that at the time I 
could not buy a new clutch fork, so I had to 
resort to buying a second hand one through 
eBay, taking solace in the fact that I was 
buying from a reputable MG centre in the 
far west. As soon as the installation was 
complete I experienced a very stiff clutch 
pedal. After comparing with an identical set 
up on John Foard’s car, it was evident that 
the clutch fork was bent, I tried to measure 
how far off true the fork was and I estimated 
it to be 15–20mm. I promptly welded two 
pushrods together to accommodate the 
extra length. Naturally this was not ideal as 
the geometry of the pushrod had now been 
compromised. I have managed this set up 
until a couple of weeks ago where I decided 
enough is enough, and now being able to buy 
a new (straight) clutch fork, made the swap 
over a weekend. Needless to say I contacted 
the seller of the bent unit, not expecting or 

requesting a refund as almost a year had 
lapsed, I was informed that “we do not sell 
bent clutch forks, we do not need the money 
that much” and went on to say “that it could 
have been caused by when the clutch was 
bled” – I will leave you to draw your own 
conclusions, backed up by the photographs, 
that shows both the new fork next to the bent 
one. Out of interest I have monitored eBay 
and have noticed that they are still selling 
bent forks.

The second issue I had was that my grease 
gun would not engage on the front or back 
grease nipple on the propshaft. It turns out 
that the propshaft had the wrong grease 
nipples fitted, they were so short that the 
grease gun fouled the UJ before it engaged 
with the nipple. So I ordered (and paid for) 
a couple of replacements. At the point of 
swapping out the grease nipples it was 
realised that the thread was too large. 

Fortunately I still had the old propshaft 
with the original grease nipples and duly 
made the swap. You can argue that I should 
have checked that the grease gun would 
have engaged before fitting the propshaft 
originally, but if purchased new you would 
not expect to have to. After reporting this 
issue to the Morris Minor Centre they have 
made a full refund for the grease nipples and 
rectified the issue for future purchasers.

What a difference good customer service 
makes.

Barry Green 
Hampshire
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Yet again we are grateful to Darren Tyre 
for organising the 2014 London Bridges 
Run. The event normally takes place at 

the start of the New Year but the tempests 
that blighted that time of the year caused 
a postponement and it was rescheduled to 
take place on ‘Drive it Day’ the 27th April 
2014.

Darren reported that there were twenty 
one cars participating. Several Loti; an Alfa 
Romeo, a V8 Sunbeam Tiger, Essex MASC 
member Doug Plumb in an MG1100, Kent 
MASC members Gary & Vanessa Puxty in an 
MGB and a host of Midgets & Sprites.

Low pressure threatened rain but the threats 
were without body and we experienced a dry 
run.

Ronald McDonalds’ eatery, at downtown 
Deptford, provided parking and more for an 
assembly point prior to the 10:00 start. At 
the request of Doug Plumb we did a lap of 
the car park, and restaurant, so as to pass 
by his cine camera (is that the correct term 
these days?) before exiting onto the Queens 
Highway and storming Tower Bridge. North 
& south we drove, sometimes in company, 

sometimes alone. Darren had recce’d the 
route and provided details via the M.G. 
Enthusiasts BBS or e-mail.

Tower Bridge then London Bridge! 
Unfortunately Mel & Barb Collins had to 
head for home with a water leak on the 
water pump of their MG1500. Vanessa 
Puxty braved illness to navigate Gary Puxty. 
Another Gary, our editor, braved ‘running in’ 
a new piston in the engine of ‘Gaps’ his much 
used & abused Frogeye. No doubt every 
car and crew had a story to tell. Southwark 
Bridge! How many London road bridges can 
you name? In the correct order? Blackfriars 
Bridge & Waterloo Bridge! ‘Lets all go down 
the Strand’ (song of old) past a street where 
driving is contrary to the norm and on the 
right. Anyone know where? (The entrance of 
Savoy Hotel). Once around Parliament Square 
and then across Westminster Bridge.

I’ll not name them all nor the interesting 
statues, monuments, and buildings that we 
passed but ultimately after about thirty mile 
we crossed Richmond Bridge, in the County 
of Surrey, and headed for the traditional 
finish – a pub. A carvery awaited! 

Alan Anstead 
Hard pressed Kent Rep 

01322-384050 (answerphone) 
www.masckent.org

London Bridges Tour 2014

Did McDonalds ever look so green?

A few of the cars at rest while their owners tucked 
into their Sunday lunches
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Curborough Sprint Circuit, Lichfield

Wanted a Mk1 Midget or Mk2 Sprite to 
take part in a Photo Shoot for Classic 
and Sports Car Magazine. 

This email from Stuart Watson to relevant 
MASC members caught my interest. C&SC 
were doing a feature on the Spridget and 
wanted an example of every model from the 
Mk1 Frogeye. Should I volunteer? Weather 
didn’t look good and to my shame I am a 
fair weather MG driver, intrigue eventually 
overcame my caution and I volunteered. 

I duly arrived at Curborough Sprint Circuit as 
instructed on 23rd April. Six cars in all turned 
up. The forerunner of the marque was Jim 
Willis’ Mk1 Sprite 
Then MG got in on the act with the Mk 1 
Midget, mine. Followed by the Mk 2 Midget 
of Steve Newton; Mk 3 Midget RWA of Pat 

Watson and the Mk 4 Sprite of Stuart Watson. 
An impressive gathering drawn together 
through storm and howling wind from the 
length and breadth of the land! Well, to be 
strictly accurate five of the cars came from 
Heart of England branch and I was Notts/
Derbys, but it was grey and a bit breezy.
James Page from C&SC marshalled us 
through a series of group and individual 
photographs showing how the models had 
changed over the years. I was parked next to 
Steve’s Mk2 and it brought home to me how 
much more refined motoring had become in 
the relatively short gap between the Mk1 and 
2. The Mk1 was a very basic machine while 
the Mk 2 had evolved into a virtual Gin Palace 
on wheels stuffed with various luxuries like: 
safety padding in the cockpit; door handles 
and locks; side windows that you didn’t keep 

Classic and Sports Car Magazine  Photo Shoot–Wednesday 23rd April

The group photo
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in the boot; rear springs that didn’t have to 
be changed more frequently than your tyres; 
and even a heater as standard! Mine cost me 
£3 (in 1970, the year I acquired the car) and 
came out of a crashed Frogeye. 

Then it was time for the track photographs 
and we were naturally keen to be 
photographed putting our cars through their 
paces. Not to be however. James convinced 
us that to ensure that the cars were correctly 
positioned in relation to the photographer’s 
car, it was essential that he drove the cars. 
At this stage some of the more sceptical 
members were doubting the existence of 
C&SC and muttering it was all a plot to get a 
day’s Spridget track driving for the price of a 
few burgers at lunch. 

Happily our turn came later. This included 
driving round the track three feet from the 
rear of the photo/video car like ducklings 
following the mother duck. This was 
particularly exhilarating for those of us who 
only had drum brakes to rely on should the 
car in front have to brake hard. 

We departed mid afternoon after a great 
day, nice motors and friendly people. I took a 
chance on getting home before the forecast 

rain and went off open topped. Our luck held 
till Nottingham when around 15 minutes 
from home light rain started. As the hood 
was buried in the boot I decide to push on. 
While sitting in traffic lights trying to look 
nonchalant, we were passed by a group of 
school kids; “Aren’t you getting wet?” one 
enquired. “No more than you are.” After a 
pause to consider this a voice from the back 
chipped in, “That is so cool. Respect!” 

At my age, Street Cred from the younger 
generation is not something I expect. I drove 
home a happy man.

Grateful thanks are due to for two things 
(apart from not crashing our cars). Firstly for 
the use of Tony Baker photos (1, 2, 3 and 5). 

Secondly, for putting my dogs, Dylan and 
Jazz on the C&SC payroll. I had to put them 
in kennels for the day. Something which they 
do not approve of and I told James they were 
not pleased with him. As a peace offering my 
expenses included a claim (approved) for two 
Jumbo Bones. They quite like him now! 

Bob Middleton 
 Notts/Derby Branch.

In addition to Bob’s words, Mascot would 
also like to thank Tony Baker, for taking such 
excellent shots and James Page at Classic 
& Sports Car Magazine for allowing us to 
reproduce them here, before they’ve even 
appeared in their own publication  
www.classicandsportscar.com

The July edition of Classic and Sports Car, 
out on June 5th will feature the Photo shoot 
for those who want to see the full Spridget 
Review. 

Classic and Sports Car Magazine  Photo Shoot–Wednesday 23rd April

Sprites on track

Mother duck with attendant ducklings”

Dylan enjoys a just reward
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Forty-seven years have gone by since 
Geoff Hill owned his WSM bodied Sprite 
(build no.205), one of the original 10 

Wuzzums. That is until now, as he’s just put 
the recently completed WSM S2 (Sanction 
2) 405 on the road and entered it in its first 
competition.

The story started earlier in the ’60s with the 
ownership of a ’59 Frogeye which became a 
Sebring-fronted, wire wheeled, disc braked 
and supercharged quite quick little car, which 
was campaigned in sprints, hill climbs and for 
three years was one of the three car Austin 
Healey Club northern driving test team, heady 
days! A picture of it appeared in the April 2011 
edition of Mascot, when Geoff joined MASC 
with car owned, described as “TBA”. 

Well three years on and it can now say “Car 
owned, WSM S2”.

A few things have happened in those 47 
years of course, jobs and businesses, 
houses, children and a number of cars, a 

big Healey, other Spridgets, an MGB, an ‘E’ 
type for a very short time and an almost 
completed 289 Cobra rep. Boats both 
sailing and power, until about four years 
ago and flying was a near miss. Geoff’s 
other current car is a non-turbo ’86 Renault 
Alpine GTA, which he reckons is a seriously 
underestimated car but which needs properly 
looking after.

So to WSM S2 405. Geoff saw a race report in 
Classic Cars November 1992 and a picture of 
Paul Woolmer racing what effectively was and 
is the prototype WSM Sprite. That prompted 
a letter, which was published in the magazine 
the following February, asking if 205 was still 
in existence and for more details. The car 
has not been found thus far but a number 
of people who were involved got in contact 
and this lead to an introduction to both Tony 
Wilson-Spratt, son of Douglas the original 
designer/ builder and also MASC member Paul 
Woolmer, who is now involved in WSM Cars 
and builder of the S2 cars. The WSM name is 
formed from Douglas Wilson-Spratt and Jim 
MacManus his business partner. 

A friendship with the family ensued and Geoff 
had a very high regard for Douglas before his 
untimely death just before his 90th birthday. 
But of course his legacy lives on. He still has 
fond memories of meetings and discussions 
and was privileged to share Douglas’ 80th 
birthday celebrations at Rockingham, when 
many of the original cars were present. The 
story continues with Douglas’s agreement 
to sanction 10 more WSM bodied Spridgets 
to be built with build numbers starting 401, 
and as Geoff says, at this point ‘all was lost’, 
particularly since both he and Douglas had in 
mind to do a ‘K’ series version. Douglas had 

WSM S2 405

Competing at Harewood Hill in 1963 in his original 
Sebring fronted Mk1 Sprite

Geoff and the New WSM S2 Sprite at Bedford 
Autodrome. (C)Richard Woolmer

Geoff’s original WSM, number 205
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had a thing about a Metro Turbo he owned 
and Geoff, like many others felt that using a 
spiritually linked power unit, assuming it was 
properly put together, would make a great 
road car as well as a sprint/hill climber.

In Geoff’s case it had to be both, so the 
search was on for a donor car and a one 
owner 1969 13,500 miler was eventually 
found, with what turned out to be an almost 
prefect body and platform, just the right base 
for the project. Apparently not one piece of 
metal had to be replaced.

The build consisted of stripping cleaning 
and re-treatment of base platform, bulkhead 
and sills onto which in this case, a semi 
lightweight GRP body shell was bonded 
in place, including a role bar and an extra 
circumferential hoop round the roof, to 
stiffen up the front and rear screens 
surrounds and cant rails. After shaping, a full 
paint job, in this case carried out by Geoff’s 
son’s body shop in Yorkshire and finished in 
a specially mixed close period colour match 
of the Alpine A110’s original Bleu metallic. 
The whole structure was also treated with 

both underbody protection materials and box 
sections with Dynatrol. 

The mechanical specification is a result of 
a close co-operation between WSM Cars, 
Frontline Developments and Geoff Hill 
himself. 

This consists of small modifications to the 
bodywork around the transmission tunnel to 
facilitate sitting the engine and box further 
back in the chassis. A low mileage modified 
ex MGF 1800cc ‘K’ was sourced but fully 
rebuilt with new cams, throttle bodies and 
full ECU management system. This is coupled 
to a modified 5-speed type 9 box with new 
ratios. The drive train upgrades include a 
specially made propshaft, Tranex LSD and 
fine spline shafts with double outer hub 
carrying bearings. Disc brakes all round 
and Frontline’s suspension, with adjustable 
telescopic dampers and including their RTL 
unit. An alloy upgraded radiator with electric 
fan and remote header tank plus a remote oil 
filter seemed a sensible thing to do.

The car sits on 5.5 13” wire wheels shod with 
Yokos of 185x70 ratio. Geoff reports that 

WSM S2 405

And newly sprayed body in the paint booth

The raw GRP body The power unit, a K Series engine from an MGF
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Yokohama were extremely helpful without 
being pushy and so far, the suggested tyres 
are proving to be all that were promised. 
There were very few available in period sizes 
which is what were required.

The rolling road session was apparently a 
real eye opener, resulting in 185bhp@7150 
rpm (155bhp at the wheels) and 143 
lbft@5800rpm. So weighing in at 630kg 
ish, it’s quite brisk! The car would have been 
lighter but the interior has been trimmed to 
a very high standard, very much with touring 
in mind with some nice touches added, 
including a newly manufactured speedo and 
rev counter recalibrated to reflect increases 
in both engine rpm and road speed. There 
are one or two reminders of Douglas Wilson-
Spratt around the car, the speedo has a nice 
message printed in it ‘remembering DW-S’ 
along with WSM 405. The number plate 
also has one initial and includes 97 which all 
Douglas’s cars had.

The shakedown was at Bedford Autodrome 
and the first competition outing was the 
Manx Classic. There will be further ones at 
Harewood Hill, probably the June meeting, 

possibly Prescott and Sywell Northampton 
at the end of September (where MASC will 
also be attending). It’s hoped that there will 
be several of both the original ’60s WSM cars 
and the S2s present.

Has it been worth the time and effort Geoff? 
‘Most definitely, and I hope we have created or 
should I say re-created a car which should do 
another 50 years. I think it’s a real testament 
to a brilliant design by Douglas Wilson-Spratt 
who was also a true gent and thanks have to 
go to his son Tony as well as Paul Woolmer 
and his team, for once again making it 
available. One other thing that has come out 
of this is that the original 1275cc engine and 
box from my donor car have helped to bring 
back to life a beautiful Frogeye. 

WSM Cars website is worth a look for so 
much historical information, including the 
other cars which had the treatment, the MGB 
which is still racing and the Healey 3000 
which is being brought back to life.  
www.wsmcars.com

Geoff Hill  
May 2014

On wires as it appeared on the MASC stand at the 
NEC in November 2013

A close up of the specially commissioned speedo

The high quality ‘touring’ interior
WSM 405 S2 on its shakedown run.  
(C)Richard Woolmer 
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FOR SALE IN ANGLIA CAR 
AUCTIONS JUNE CLASSIC LINE-UP

Anglia Car Auctions has discovered 
another ‘timewarp’ classic with low 
mileage – an unregistered 1980 MG 

Midget with just 162 miles on the clock.

The vendor brought the car brand new 
after hearing of the imminent demise of 
MG but never registered the vehicle as he 
intended to give the car to one of his young 
children on passing their driving test.  

ACA owner Lyn George explains: “After 11 
months, the car was despatched to Holland 
Brothers in Sleaford, in a horse box of all 
things, for its first annual service. The car 
had, at this point, covered just 143 delivery 
miles. 

“Whilst at the main dealer, they discovered 
that the speedo would not read above 
10mph. It was duly replaced and the 
speedometer now reads 19 miles giving a 
total mileage of 162.” 

The car, in vermillion red, remains 
unregistered but is complete with the original 
bill of sale, owner’s handbooks, and service 
manuals. It is estimated to warrant a sale 
price of between £7,000 to £9,000.

The MG Midget will be on offer in Anglia Car 
Auctions’ Classic Sale on Saturday 14th June, 
with viewing on the afternoon of Friday 13th 
June.

Please call 01553 771881 or email at 
angliacarauction@aol.com. The full results 
for the auction and more information on 
Anglia Car Auctions can be found online at 
www.angliacarauctions.co.uk 

UNREGISTED ‘TIMEWARP’ MG MIDGET
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Part 2 – The second rebuild

In last month’s Mascot, we read about Dave 
and Jan’s complete nut and bolt rebuild. 
The car was now in concours condition and 

ready to take it for its first long journey.

Dave continues:

As Jan and I were to spend the next six 
months in Australia, we had been offered a 
good home for the Frogeye for the duration. 
Our close friends in Somerset owned a 
garage, and were Austin Healey owners as 
well. Nigel had promised to put it into his 
showroom, next to other classic sports cars, 
and during our long holiday keep it polished. 
So on May 2nd 2000 we set off from 
Leicestershire to Somerset with Jan following 
in our other car. The trip was going extremely 
well and keeping to a reasonable running in 
speed of 50 mph, we passed through the 
lovely city of Bath by mid day.

Then the worst thing imaginable happened. 
A motorcyclist lost control coming round 

a bend and hit me head on. The Frogeye 
took the full force of the impact between 
the grill and offside wheel. The bonnet 
crumpled up and the front wheel was torn 
from its fixings, only hanging on by its lower 
wishbone. The windscreen was smashed, 
probably by my head and a tyre mark from 
the bike went right along the side of the car, 
passing along my door. Only by good fortune 
were we both not killed. He was winded and 
finished up with a broken toe! I was less 
fortunate, ending up with a broken wrist, 
deep laceration in my forehead, strained – if 
not fractured ribs, and bruises getting bluer 
by the hour. I was more concerned for the 
Frogeye than me, because it looked very 
poorly indeed. All I could think of was the 
hard work put in over ten years that was 
wrecked in seconds by this idiot. And we 
were supposed to be on a flight to Australia 
in 12 days time!

Fortunately I had taken out a good classic car 
insurance and had just received confirmation 
of an ‘agreed value’ for the Frogeye. This was 

History of a Rebuilt  
Austin Healey Frogeye Sprite
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History of a Rebuilt  
Austin Healey Frogeye Sprite

indeed good luck, because the repair would 
have been uneconomical if it had just been at 
‘book value’. As the motorcyclist was found 
guilty of causing the accident his insurance 
paid for both the repair bill and my personal 
injuries claim. We left for Australia, my arm 
in plaster; not sure how and when 936AOM 
would be put back on the road. In the event 
an accident repair centre was found nearby 
in Bradford-on-Avon, and they had personal 
experienced in classic car repairs.

The ‘second’ rebuild
So started the renovation ‘from the grave’ for 
the second time. The main problem was the 
supply of a new bonnet. For various reasons 
a new one was not supplied until after we had 
returned from Australia, some none months 
after the accident. Now that we were back I 
could progress the repair regularly, including 
a couple of visits.

The man allocated to the task was very 
meticulous and like me would not accept 
second best. This probably lengthened the 
repair time a little, but it was well worth it. 
It was not all plain sailing though? Firstly the 
repairman himself had a similar accident to 
me, although he was on his classic motorbike 
and sidecar. The motorbike hit him head-on 
as well; leaving himself and his wife seriously 
injured, as well as writing-off his precious 
bike and sidecar. He could not get back 
onto the Frogeye for a number of weeks, 
but his health was much more important 
than a delay in the repair. I did wonder if our 
Frogeye was jinxed.

Then they had problems getting some parts. 
A number of original road wheels were tried 
before they found two acceptable to paint, 
fit tyres and balance. The windscreen glass 
supplied was an earlier version and we had 

to wait weeks to get the correct standard. 
Lastly it was impossible to get an original 
steering wheel, and I was not going to accept 
a ‘modern’ substitute. After searching all 
my suppliers I found Austin Healey Spares 
in Southam had two. One was in need of 
restoration, the other was renovated – but at 
a steep price, being like hen’s teeth now days. 

The insurance agreed to its price so we were 
back on the final leg of the repair. The whole 
car was resprayed and it passed its MOT late 
in July 2001.

Another big day on the calendar was August 
1st 2001, when it was delivered back to 
us, 15 months after the accident, looking 
as good, if not better, than before. I really 
wondered if I would have bought another 
Frogeye had it been written-off, because it 
would not have been the same as owning a 
car you renovated and rebuilt yourself.

So now we had our Frogeye back, for the 
second time, and enjoying every minute of it. 
Mind you my heart sinks every time I see a 
fast motorbike heading towards us. We have 
taken the precaution of fitting seat belts, 
despite not being fitted on original cars, 
since ‘once bitten – twice shy’, so to speak.
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Our experiences on the open road
It’s March 2014 and we have now covered 
6250 miles in the last 12 or so years. Mainly 
in dry weather, but we have tested the hood 
in heavy rain a few times. The Frogeye is still 
in concours condition since it’s not difficult 
to give it a clean and polish now and then, 
especially after a wet trip.

Mechanically there have only been a few 
problems, none too serious, although a failed 
oil pressure pipe to the pressure gauge did 
result in a need to stop quickly…and then 
clear up all the oil that covered everything 
under the bonnet! The problem was that I 
was on the M69 Motorway on the way to a 
Concours event, so never made it. I said to 
the motorway police team “how did you get 
to me so soon?” “It was easy” they said “we 
just followed the trail of oil!”. 

One re-occurring problem every year are 
fuel leaks from the bottom of the carbs, 
caused by the cork seals drying out during 
winter storage….so here’s a tip – start up the 
engine every so often, or even better still – 
take it out for a spin now and then.

There is one problem I must fix soon – these 
famous A Series oil leaks! I have to think 
very carefully where I park the Frogeye – 
especially on a friends drive! In my case I 
know the main culprit is the front pulley oil 
seal, but it’s not just a case of fitting a new 
pulley, the whole sump seals need doing 
and the oil is even dripping out from the 
mechanical oil fuel pump spindle bore!

Some of the trips taken during the last few 
years include a number of shows, concours 
events and ‘drive-it’ days, but four highlights 
stand out.

An Austin Healey Club event held at Prescott 
allowed us to drive up the famous hill a few 

times. What a thrill that was. Then in 2008, 
to mark the 50th celebrations of the Frogeye, 
the AHC held their event at Goodwood. 

We entered everything and had a great time, 
although we didn’t get any prizes in the 
Concours, we did have some encouraging 
comments. But the highlight of that weekend 
was driving the Frogeye flat out (or as fast 
as my lovely wife Jan would allow!) round the 
Goodwood track. The only problem was a 
TR3a kept getting in my way on the corners 
… then disappeared out of sight up the 
straights! The following weekend we joined 
the Spridget 50 BIG PARTY at Gaydon. What 
a sight that was, to see so many Frogeyes in 
one place was fantastic….does anyone know 
how many were there that day?
(Ed’s note. In all we sold 1100 car entry tickets 
to Spridget50 and estimate that over 1000 
Spridgets were there on the day, of which I 
calculated that 350 of them were Mk1 Sprites).
The following month that year we continued 
the celebrations by taking the Frogeye to 
France for a week. The weather was perfect, 
so we had the hood down most of the time 
and visited a few of the WW1 battle fields 
and cemeteries around the Somme. My 
uncle’s grave is in Amiens, so that gave us 
the incentive to go. 
The final highlight was the 2012 London 
Olympics and in particular the Olympic 
Torch Relay. On July 3rd the Oakham 
Town Partnership (in Rutland), organised 
a procession of classic cars to lead 
the Torch through the town. Each car 
represented an ‘Olympic Year’ – from 
1936 to 2012, and carried a local sporting 
celebrity. Since our Frogeye was first 
registered in 1960, we represented 
that year and my celebrity was Bex 
Rimmington, world-ranked number 1 
Para-Cycling Road Race & Time Trial 
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champion. Despite a little rain, we kept the 
hood down (mind you the umbrella came 
in handy once!) and the crowds lining the 
streets gave us all a fantastic cheer as we 
drove along. Some other cars worth noting 
included – a TR3, Mk2 Jag, TR7, Jag XJS, 
a 2004 Ford GT40 (replica?) and the 2012 
car was the very fast Electric Tesla Sports. 
Quite a parade. 

So now we try and take out the Frogeye as 
often as we can and every time I drive it, it 
gets better and better. It brings back such 
happy memories of when I was in my early 
twenties, because I then owned my first 
Frogeye – Old English White reg. XDU500 
….. memories … memories. 

Dave Sewell, Leicestershire

In the old Frogeye on the Peaks Rally in 1962
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Filming ‘Apprehension’ with  
Grade A Productions.

Following a request for four cars for filming 
a mid 1960’s street scene, a call went out 
to Kent MASC members. Perhaps it was 

because filming was on 30th March which was 
‘Mothering Sunday’ or maybe members are 
shy but the response was pretty poor. All we 
could muster were an MGBGT; a MGB roadster, 
a Sprite and my Frogeye.

At 0900hrs we gathered at Gravesend High 
Street.

The story line starts with an old man dying 
in a nursing home and that was filmed in 
Southampton. A nurse reminds him of a young 
girl that he met in the 60’s and she had given 
him her phone number when they met. He then 
has a flash back to the ’60s and these are the 
scenes that we participated in, in Gravesend. 
Some scenes were down by the pier where 
they sit and talked, and this is where he got 
her number which he then lost. The others 
scenes were of them walking down the street 
and this is where the cars were filmed to set 
the ’60s scene.

It was a sunny day for filming but Gravesend 
and its high street may not be quite as it was 
in 1960s.

This was also not the first film to be shot 
in Gravesend as John Mills Film The Long 
Memory was a black and white 1953 film 
directed by Robert Hamer, and based on the 
1951 novel of the same name by Howard 
Clewes. A crime thriller filmed on the North 
Kent Marshes, on the Thames Estuary and 
the dingy backstreets of Gravesend (now long 
since demolished), its bleak setting and grim 
atmosphere have led to its acclaim as a British 
example of film noir.

Will ‘our’ film achieve similar accolades?

Simon Coveney (MGBGT) was elevated to 
the role of Actor and was tasked with driving 
his car as directed whilst Gary Puxty (MGB 
Roadster); Rylan Williams (A.H.Sprite); and 
I (Frogeye) stood back and watched having 
supplied our cars for static props as roadside 
furniture.

Would the location for filming scene three 
outside a flower shop cause a problem? 
Fortunately for the Film Crew no, but for the 
shopkeeper trade must have been slow. Oops! 
Did anyone notice that the café next door 
where two actors posed as outside customers 
taking tea bore the legend Est 2014.

Filming is not all excitement and can entail 
standing around not doing a lot, which is what 
three of us did but the time passed swiftly 
enough and after a three hour shoot, we were 
invited to take a meal in a nearby café as our 
reward.

I am sure all are looking forward to seeing the 
end result on DVD. Look out for us four at the 
next Bafta awards?

Alan Anstead 
Kent Rep, www.masckent.org
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‘Old Boys’ Mid Week Run

Our mid week ‘Old Boys’ runs appear 
to remain popular for the retirees 
amongst the Kent MASC membership. 

Dave Chalk organised this month’s run to a 
private motor cycle collection.
Ron Edwards accompanied me for this event 
as his car was out of action, due to an over 
enthusiastic female driver trying to read the 
Sprite script on the rear of his car. Luckily 
we set off in good time, as a couple of miles 
along the way the exhaust of my Frogeye 
decided to ‘hit the deck’ both mounts failing. I 
pulled in to get a new support from my spares 
kit only to find that I had none. Plenty at home 
– but none with me! Meantime Ron found a 
discarded stainless steel bar-b-q skewer. 
Amazing what lies upon our highways!
With exhaust skewered onto the car we 
were able to proceed. We arrived first at 
our RVP the Bridge car park at Aylesford. 
Using some ‘Strip Strap’ I affected a more 
semi-permanent repair: before the rest of our 
group arrived ‘one by one’.

For once a goodly mix of colour – red, blue, 
green, yellow, orange (?) and white!  David 
Chalk – white leader – led us away to a 
location near to Maidstone.

We were privileged to be given a tour of a 
private collection of motor cars and motor 
cycles belonging to Mr John Talbot. Our host 
gave a potted history of each of his vehicles 
and showed us his workshop, extensive 
stores, and motorcycles waiting, or subject 
to, restoration. During the latter part of 
our visit we were joined by members of the 
Norton motorcycle Club 

When our tour finished ‘White leader’ again 
led most of us, this time along country lanes, 
to a local pub at Loose, where we had lunch. 
On such a beautiful day for a drive in the 
country it was to our collective misfortunes 
that domestic issues and prior appointments 
necessitated each of us making off in 
different directions to differing locations.
Future destinations include a Military 
Museum, car collection, and motorsport 
themed café. Members from surrounding 
areas, or perhaps holidaying in Kent, are 
always welcome to join us.

Alan Anstead 
Kent Area repRon gets exhausted

The Old Boys visit the private car and motorbike 
collection of John Talbot
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Reconditioning Service
This is a complete over haul of a customers own 
distributor, including replacement of all serviceable 
parts, shot blasting and re-plating of all bolt on parts, 
available for conventional and electronic ignition 
systems for classic and modern vehicle applications. 
48hr turnaround on most units.

Performance
H&H can customise advance curves for use on mild fast 
road, fast road, race and rally spec engines, matching 
the distributor exactly to any modifi cations made to the 
engine, this service is available on all H&H distributors for 
all vehicles applications.

Electronic Replacement
We offer direct electronic replacements ignition 
distributors for all vehicle applications replacing 
existing points type ignition, giving your classic vehicle 
the reliability of a modern engine, these distributors 
can be offered as a full kit including HT coil.

Obsolete Replacement
Because of the shortage in classic and vintage 
ignition distributors and servicable parts, H&H use a 
Lucas based distributor in points and electronic versions 
as a direct replacement for vintage and classic 
applications, giving ease of maintenance and off the shelf 
parts availability.

OE Replacement
H&H offer a full range of new and reconditioned ignition 
distributors for all OE applications for British, European and 
Japanese vehicles.

Competition Starter Motors
In addition to H&H ignition distributors we also stock a 
small range of reduction gear high torque starter motors 
as direct replacements for performance engines and OE 
applications

Engine Management Replacement
Due to reliability and durability, later model engines are 
now commonly being transplanted into older vehicles, 
unfortunately late engines often come with complicated 
engine management systems, H&H offer a direct 
replacement mechanical distributor system to replace 
the engine management on most applications enabling 
the engine to run with carburettors. 
Note: Engine must have a location for a distributor.

Unit H Fens Pool Avenue, The Wallows, Brierley Hill, West Midlands, England, DY5 1QA
T: +44 (0) 1384 261500  M: 07787 114417 / 07989 744351  E: ignitionsolutions@tiscali.co.uk  W: www.h-h-ignitionsolutions.co.uk

Terms of Trade: Carriage is at additional charge on individual orders. VAT charged at the current rate at time of purchase. 
Accepted methods are credit card or pro forma other than these methods account terms apply

the only solution to your 
ignition problems!!!

Light Weight Race Alternators
For all applications in cast aluminium or chrome show fi nish.
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We had two Spridgets present for May’s 
meeting, with more people arriving 
in more waterproof transport. The 

weather was typically May, with monsoon like 
downpours in between periods of nice warm 
sunshine.

We were joined (this time) by new members 
Clive and Jane, making the trip from York in 
their red Sprite. Mine is sadly still in the car 
hospital with fuel pump wiring issues (crusty 
black wires don’t conduct electricity that well 
apparently) but John and Debbie also made 
it in their green K-midget which is still being 
run in.

Geoff and Angie had made it back from a 
long cruise in Australia so it was good to see 
them again. We were also joined by another 
Rob and Isaac who had travelled all the way 
especially for sausages (well, Isaac had) in a 
rather nice green Saab 96 with a breathed 
on V4. We stood in the rain and admired it for 
a bit.

A couple of events to stick in your diary – we 
have the Yorkshire Post Fathers Day Classic 
Car Rally and Motor Show on the 15th of 
June at Harewood House, and I’m hoping to 
get enough cars together for a MASC stand/
area at the Knavesmire in York in September. 
I seem to have sent everyone a rubbish email 
so I’ll try that again! 

The next Yorkshire (North) meeting will be 
on the 14th of June, and the next Yorkshire 
(South) meeting will be on the 17th of 
June in the evening, at the Spread Eagle in 
Darrington, meeting from about 6pm to 9pm 
ish.

Hope to see you soon, and enjoy the nice 
weather, if you have any!

Rob Armstrong 
Email: mascyorkshire@gmail.com 

Tel: 07889 090 411

Yorkshire Area Report

John and Debbie’s K Engine’s Midget

Clive and Jane’s Sprite alongside 
Rob and Isaac’s Saab
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From The Bowels of Bristol

The more observant of 
you may have noticed 
the lack of a B of B 

report over the last few 
editions. My fault entirely – 
but here is my excuse. 

It seems as though I failed 
to submit an acceptable 
business plan for the 
branch by the start of the 
club’s new financial year. 
This is required in order 
to obtain a budget for our 
inclusion in Mascot each 
month. The Bowels of 
Bristol failed to achieve the 
required target and hence, 
have had to re-submit our 
aims and objectives, risk 
assessments and financial 
forecasts for the coming financial year. 

Happily, we have now achieved this, helped 
in no small way by a £150 grant from the 
Pucklechurch Parish Council, Arts, Literature, 
Culture and Dog Bin Emptying Fund. This 
was no easy task, in order to obtain this 
grant, the applicant (me) had to agree to 
stop slagging off the village culture, the local 
facilities, members of the village elders and 
clean the graffiti from the bus shelter (most 
of which I wrote anyway). 

Furthermore, our Club Committee laid down 
certain conditions for the continuance of 
our reports. Hence, we must no longer slag 
off the club culture; mention members’ 
names without the full written consent of 
the member(s) involve and finally, not invade 
other regions of the club without at least 
three months notice. 

Having satisfied these conditions and 
meeting the financial targets laid down 
regarding page space/cost in Mascot for the 
coming year, I now find that I have nothing 
that I can report without infringing any of the 
above. 

I did seek advice from some of our fellow 
club branches (well, the ones that are still 
speaking to us that is) on how they meet 
these restrictions each month. Strangely, 
it appears that the Bowels of Bristol is the 
ONLY branch to have such restrictions – 
which I have yet to get to the bottom of. (If 
I am still allowed to say ‘bottom’ without 

being hauled up before a club/local council 
tribunal).

Despite the above, I can happily report 
the return of our two members who were 
conscripted by the local council into the 
‘Pucklechurch Pounders’ Morris Dancing 
Squad. 

They returned to a Hero’s welcome at the 
April meeting at the Rose and Crown. For 
security reasons, they are prevented in 
revealing much about their time in the squad, 
or the peculiar tattoos emblazoned across 
their foreheads. 

Despite a two year tour of successful 
missions around the country’s village 
greens, one member now has a fear of the 
piano accordion, whilst the other is inclined 
perform an arrestable offence whenever 
confronted by a Maypole. Both are receiving 
treatment.
As always, a very warm awaits (most) at 
the Rose and Crown at Pucklechurch on the 
second Wednesday every month. Arriving in 
a non-Spridgley thing is perfectly acceptable. 
(Although, if you have a dark blue plastic 
Frogeye that has carried more registration 
numbers than I have friends, then you may 
want to be doing something else on these 
evenings).

Terry Horler 
Tel: 01454 881 770 

Email: rebelwithasprite@hotmail.com  
(Reporting within guidelines and on budget) 

Terry thought his improvements to the Pucklechurch bus shelter both 
artistic and practical
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Kent Area Report

This month has been a busy one at our 
Kent Area website sponsor’s workshop. 
A visit to Fisher Services early in the 

month found Ron Edward’s Alexander 
Frogeye having repairs to its rear end, 
following a shunt, and a fine job was indeed 
in hand. With a supply problem with Frogeye 
rear ends at the present time the decision 
was made to make the repair by panel 
beating rather than panel replacement. Ron 
should be back on the road soon.

Perhaps the Frogeye rear wing shortage was 
caused by John Clark whose Frogeye sported 
two new rear wings as well as boot floor and 
a re-skinned nearside door. Mark, at Fishers, 
is only doing the panel work as JC wants to 
recover the car to Herne Bay to spray the 
car, himself, with cellulose paint. 

Else where Geoff Allgood snapped up a 
Frogeye bodyshell, that was advertised in 
Mascot. Several interested parties pushed 
the price up but Geoff’s was the lucky bidder 
and the bodyshell will come to Kent Area for 
fitment of the mechanical parts. 

It’s always worth looking in “Sales & Wants” 
in Mascot Magazine, as well as advertising 
for parts wanted or for sale there, as Geoff 
made this purchase as a result and I have 
dispatched several items so advertised to 
different corners of the Kingdom as a result.

In a flurry of activity Mark Newman adds a 
HIF carb’ and 11 stud cylinder head to his 
car whilst Greame Williams ditches a Weber 
45 DCOE for a HIF / SU for is newly acquired 
Frogeye

Calling all / any members
Now I am not trying to upset any surrounding 
area representatives, nor members, but 
am asking members who may have trouble 
attending their area meets, and events, due 
to distance or difficulty, to consider attending 
Kent Area meets. Our own John Clark travels 
some thirty miles to attend our monthly 
meets at Angel, Addington Green, yet there 
are members in other areas who live nearer. 
We already have three members, who are 
resident in Essex, who attend Kent meets, 
one in Sussex, and two in London – one 
south and one north. Surely it must be better 
for a member to attend any meeting that is 
convenient rather than be bound by borders, 
so if you live within thirty mile of the Kent meet, 
or have easy access, do consider coming and 
joining us as friendship knows no boundaries.

Would Kent member Andy Bate please 
contact me as I do not have contact details?

Le Mans Classic / Loire valley 
Tour 28/6 – 12/7

Unfortunately, due to health issues, one 
car crew have had to pull out of our tour. 
If anyone would want to fill the void then 
contact me a.s.a.p. Only £200 per person 
for two weeks accommodation – a bargain! 
(Sprites, Midgets and derivatives only).

Steve Smith, in readying his car for the above 
event, after rebuilding his overdrive gearbox, 
has turned his attention to the cockpit area 
and restored his vehicle’s dashboard and 
gauges.

John Clark’s bodywork
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Healey Museum September 2014 
This event, advertised in last months  
Mascot Magazine, continues to  
attract entries.

The number of cars 
travelling together 
from Dover 
continues to grow. 
It should be a great 
weekend. Why not 
have a look back 
at the advert and 
consider joining us.

Contact me for 
more details.

Two more from the Kent area to sign up to this event are 

(1) John Clark (Frogeye) 

(2) Stuart Law with Heather. At the present time their Austin Sprite is but a shell waiting 
chemical dipping so they have a challenge ahead. Perhaps we will get progress reports?

Alan Anstead 
Hard pressed Kent Rep 

01322-384050 (answerphone) 
www.masckent.org

WANTED
Midgets and Sprites
Excellent prices paid for properly

restored cars

Especially Frogeyes, Original or IOW Frogs

Even unfinished restorations and

Heritage Shelled cars

Call Mike Authers Classics on Abingdon

Tel: 01235-834-664

Mobile: 07703 465224
or

www.mgmidgets.com
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MASC at Shambrook

April 2014

Sprite night came around and brought 
with it threatening weather again so 
the Sprite stayed at home. I arrived at 

the Ferry Boat Inn to see all but Peter had 
followed my lead and not come in proper 
cars. However we had a good turn out and a 
lively meeting. Mostly the meeting was about 
forthcoming events and updating contact 
details.
Next up was Sharnbrook car show, which was 
the first event I had been able to get to this 
year. I had rolled the Sprite out of the Sprite 
cave the previous day and she started first 
time (not bad after more down time than I care 
to mention), and given her a topless run to 
warm up the engine and charge up the battery, 
I even encountered an appreciative convoy of 
minis on what was a very pleasant little jaunt. 
The following day dawned wet and very windy 
but as Mick had resolved to go to the event 
come what may, and Peter was bringing some 
tin top reinforcements, I decided to put the 
roof up and give it a go. As it happened the 
rain reduced to almost nothing and we even 
saw some intermittent sunshine (so we could 
have done it topless), the only downside was 
the almost gale force winds.
We arrived early and were told to park with 
the other MGs (despite being a Healey, wash 
your mouth out with carbolic and water) 
and found the others had got to Sharnbrook 
very early ahead of us, so there we were 
the intrepid three ‘mustgetheres’. Actually it 
was a pleasant little show in a nice friendly 
venue, sunny and dry and with a strong 
smell of barbequing bacon. We parked in the 
company of a few other Midgets and Sprites 
(not to mention Peter’s MGB GT umbrellas). A 

coffee and a bacon roll later and a couple of 
old and new members turned up in the now 
warm sunshine. We were kind of parked in a 
jumble as we arrived so it was difficult to get 
a good photo of our group, but it was a good 
show with a great variety of vehicles from a 
wonderful 1917 model T to a state of the art 
and very loud modern boy’s toys. There were 
some big old Americans, a beautiful Triumph 
roadster, some 1950s/60s-finned Fords 
(trying to imitate the Americans) a tiny 1950s 
Fiat two seater and even a Hillman Husky. 
There were a few stalls selling Dinky toys, 
pictures and vintage radios and a little bit of 
auto jumble (at very reasonable prices). We 
left just after 14:00 and got within five miles 
of home before the heavens opened, having 
had an enjoyable day.

Lovely Model T, but I hope he’s got a foot pump

Just a quick point of information, the MASC 
Silverstone lap will take place between 1830 
and 1930 on the Saturday. 
See you all at the oldest Inn in England and 
beyond. 

Dave Dixon (AKA Red Leader 
Tel: 01733 222 810 

Email: e-dave@hotmail.co.uk 
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Somerset Happenings

Finally, the long-awaited classic car show 
season has begun, and what a start. 

We awoke on the 13th of April to 
gorgeous sunshine which lasted for the whole 
day at Hazelbury Mill, near Crewkerne. A 
good selection of approximately 200 cars, 
ranging from the 1930’s to modern day 
classics including a new Bentley Continental 
Convertible was to be seen. Many an old 
acquaintance was met, with plenty of 
discussions as to which part of the car had 
been fettled during the winter months and 
which spare parts were still awaiting delivery 
to get the cherished vehicle back on the 
road. Then of course there were the fliers 
being handed out for other forthcoming 
events, leading to more lengthy discussions 
as of who would be attending which. 

With so many to choose from, it is a very 
difficult to commit early in the year for fear 
of missing one which is a regular, or that new 
event which you don’t hear about until it is 
almost too late to enter. For the main part of 
the day we wives sat enjoying the sun and 
putting the world to rights – all in all a good 
day out.

For ‘Drive It Day’, 27th April, David and 
Julia Bearne had organised the now regular 
monthly run. We met up at 9.30am for what 
is becoming a feature, “The Breakfast”, at 
the Barley Mows, Chard before heading off 
north towards Exmoor and the first stop for 
a drink at Wimbleball Lake. By then drizzle 
was falling but this did not deter some of the 
group taking a walk along the lakeside. 

The next leg of the trip led us to Bishops 
Lydeard Station, the southern end of the 
West Somerset Railway. The rain had now 
given way to sunshine and we spent some 
time wandering around the station and 
various buildings; some of us even had an ice 
cream. As a bonus one of the trains headed 

by ex. GWR Raveningham Hall was waiting in 
the station before setting off to Minehead. 
The next part of the run took us up to 
Buncombe Wood at the top of the hills above 
Taunton before dropping down again to our 
final stop at Hestercombe Gardens for tea. 

As it was now 4.00pm, once cake or cream 
teas had been devoured, we departed our 
separate ways for home. We saw very few 
classic cars out for Drive It Day, even a few 
of our group decided against bringing our 
classics out of hibernation for the day, but at 
least we made the most of it enjoying some 
of the spectacular scenery we have on our 
doorsteps.

May Bank Holiday weekend turned out to be 
the best weather wise so far this year and a 
few of the Somerset group ventured to Yeovil 
for the Abbey Hill Steam Fair, although we 
did not attend as a MASC group. Bob and 
Frances Underwood ventured out for the 
first event in their newly restored 1950s MG 
TF1500, looking resplendent with its Red 
paintwork and shiny new bumpers, lights and 
other bling. John and Shirley Mansell arrived 
with their 1936 MG TA, having completed 
an engine transplant the previous evening. 
We decided to show the TVR as we were still 
waiting for the return of a speedometer for 
the MG; three months and counting! 

The Abbey Hill Steam Fair is a three-day 
event and features most forms of road 
transport. Steam powered showman’s 
engines, road rollers, lorries and cars are 
naturally the main attraction, with an active 
working section of farm and industrial 
machinery all driven by steam. Commercial 
vehicles of all sizes from Heavy Haulage 
Scammells to three wheel 1930s delivery 
vans, military and emergency vehicles, some 
from the First World War, and the classic 
bikes and cars were all represented. 

A sizeable area was devoted to craft 
exhibitions and the many market stalls and 
catering businesses were kept busy by the 
thousands of exhibitors and visitors, many 
seated around the parade arena throughout 
the weekend.

Valerie Young 
Somerset Area rep. 

Tel: 01460 62182 
Email: peteryoung81@aol.com 
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Scotland Area Report

As a complete change from last month, 
these last few weeks we have been 
extremely busy.

On the Tuesday prior to Easter we went via 
the Kincardine Bridge through Fife and over 
the River Tay to Discovery Point in Dundee. 
This visitor attraction is named after the 
vessel “Discovery” which is now moored 
there. This ship was Captain R. F. Scott’s 
first Antarctic vessel and was constructed 
in Dundee. The local shipbuilders were 
experts in whaling vessels which operated 
in icy waters and hence their expertise was 
utilised in the building of the ship. Adjacent is 
a visitor centre which focuses on Discovery 
and the various expeditions that she 
undertook, both with Scott and in her later 
years prior to being returned to Dundee. We 
retuned via Perth, Crieff and Stirling.

On Good Friday we set off again, this time 
heading southerly to Traquair House near 
Innerleithen. Traquair is noted for being 
Scotland’s oldest inhabited house and 
dates back to 1107. It was originally built 
as a hunting lodge for Scotland’s kings and 
queens; it successively became a refuge 
for Catholic priests and the resident Stuart 
family supported Mary Queen of Scots and 
the Jacobite cause, but at great cost. The 
descendants of the Stuart family still reside 
in Traquair to this day.

Easter Saturday saw us heading north 
past Loch Lomond to Tyndrum and a stop 
at The Green Welly. From here it was over 
Rannoch Moor and down through Glencoe 
to Ballachulish. Turning south past Castle 
Stalker to Connel and then through The 
Pass of Brander to Inverary. After Inverary 
it was over The Rest and Be Thankful and 
down Gare Loch to home. This completed 
something in excess of 400 miles over the 
trips, all with the roof down.
Easter Sunday and the weather wasn’t quite 
so inviting hence we took the everyday 
car to Falkirk to view “The Kelpies”. These 
comprise a pair of sculptures of Clydesdale 
horse heads and stand some 30 metres high. 
They are formed from structural steel with 
a stainless steel outer skin. (If interested 
Google “The Kelpies” for more information).
This last weekend and we were in Monaco 
for the 9th Monaco Historic Grand Prix. We 
flew from Edinburgh early Friday morning and 
spent the afternoon in Nice. Saturday and 
Sunday were two long days with early starts. 
Saturday was practice day and Sunday the 
various races. Unfortunately, because it was 
mainly Grand Prix cars with one sports car 
class for cars raced 1952–1955, there were 
no Spridgets or derivatives racing. However, 
one of the displays during the Saturday lunch 
recess was for cars from The Credit Suisse 
Classic Car Rally and attached is a photo of a 
Frogeye from the parade. 
Finally, as those of you who are daft enough 

to read my ramblings will 
be aware, Elspeth and I got 
married recently and it has 
always been our intention to 
make a fresh start. We have 
just concluded the purchase 
of a plot of ground and made 
arrangements for a house to 
be constructed. However, this 
is not going to be in Scotland 
and hence in some six or so 
months I will no longer be able 
to assume the role of Scottish 
contact or act as scribe. Editor 
Gary has been made aware 
of this and I suspect may be 
looking for a replacement. You 
have been warned!

John Pardo 
Contact: 01698 814791 

E-mail: jp1kg@talktalk.net

A Frogeye approaching La Rascasse – Monaco
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Notts & Derby Group  Drive it Day

Notts does Drive it Day

I had booked the good weather in advance 
this year with my brother, as he works 
for the Met Office, unfortunately I have 

no contacts at Google Earth! Well that’s my 
excuse for the directions.

Gathering on Ilkeston Market Place again 
for our fourth “Drive it Day” brought some 
curiosity from the passing locals, up early 
on a Sunday morning, giving Paul just a few 
minutes to give an abridged version of the 
history of the Supersprite. Ian arrived in 
shades, not for the expectation of sunshine 
but more to dull the aftermath of the night 
before. “I’ve realised I’m not as young as 
I was” he admitted, wincing at the noise 
from Richard’s exhaust. Nigel was unable 
to be with us on the run, preferring his own 
interpretation of “driving it” which involves 
hitting a small white object into a small hole 
and then taking it out again. Apparently you do 
this 18 times and then you can have a drink.

Google instructions I’d worked on tirelessly 
over previous evenings were handed around, 
and strict instructions given to keep the car 

behind in sight at all times. So with a shout 
of “follow me!” they all disappeared in the 
opposite direction. Great start! Clearly they 
hadn’t recognised me in an MX5, preferring 
to follow a passing Midget like hounds after 
the fox. All I could do now was follow and see 
where we were going. Thankfully the route 
seemed to be taking us in roughly in the right 
direction, so my able navigator contacted 
one of the cars further ahead to see if 
they could tell us who on earth was at the 
front. The message came back – it’s Dave 
and Tommi – brilliant, that’s all we need, a 
Geographer navigating! Now we’re definitely 
going to get lost. 

Much arm waving from the back of the group 
merely got waves back from motorists 
passing in the opposite direction. All well 
and good when we passed the local Notts 
MG group pulling in for their tea stop, but 
not much effect on our eager drivers. A set 
of traffic lights held some in front up for 
long enough to shout “turn right!” and we 
managed to create a splinter group, now 
heading back along the correct route. We 
climbed the quieter back roads up to Alport 
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Notts & Derby Group  Drive it Day

Heights, where we found a short stretch just 
wide enough to park and take stock of who 
was missing. Somewhere in the valley below 
the others were winding their way through 
Wirksworth.

It was now all downhill to the cafe stop in 
Via Gellia. Good news for Neil and Sue in 
their three-wheeled Lomax as it had been 
previously losing charge going uphill.

Parking up in the lay-by we were now all back 
together, albeit briefly. Alan, suitably attired 
in leather jacket, blended in with the bikers 
who frequent this area, and having been first 
to arrive had already savoured the culinary 
delights known as bacon butties. I was a nice 
surprise to see Jeff, who had driven out in his 
Austin Sprite to meet up with us here.

The others meanwhile failed to appreciate 
the volcanic lavas laid down on the floor 
of ancient oceans teeming with life which 
looked down on them from the valley sides. 
Suitably refreshed, I jumped at the chance 
to lead off. Success! A number of cars clung 
to my tail as we waved at the police traffic 
camera parked in the next lay-by up the 
valley. I hope everyone’s speedo was working. 
Circumstances conspired against us yet again, 
as we later discovered the tail end of our group 

got held up by motorcyclists and lost sight 
of the others. Not wishing to trust to their 
Google directions, they followed their instincts, 
and some signs and shortcuts, and arrived 
at Chatsworth shortly before us. Meanwhile, 
unaware of events behind us, we wound our 
way along some rather narrow country lanes, 
taking in the Derbyshire Peak villages of 
Winster, Youlgreave and Ashford in the Water at 
the head of the picturesque Monsal Dale, while 
avoiding Bakewell and its traffic.
Our arrival through the Chatsworth parkland 
was heralded by the eruption of the Emperor 
fountain, built in anticipation of a visit by the 
Tsar of Russia in 1844, although he died 
before he could see it.

Neil had also thoughtfully laid on 
entertainment for us, whipping off his bonnet 
to perform a fault finding mission and 
upsetting the neighbouring MGZR Register 
group organiser at the same time.

The Staffordshire Moorlands MG group 
looked on with an air of uninterested 
neutrality.

So leaving the classics parked in prime 
position in front of the stables, we went off to 
find food and appreciate the grandeur of the 
tiled toilets

Despite my best intentions no one got totally 
lost, all reaching our destination one way 
or another. I’ll be giving rally map reading 
training at our next Sitwell Meet – tulip 
diagrams anyone?

Ian Cooke 
Notts + Derby area rep. 

Tel: 0115 938 3838 
Email: ilc@bgs.ac.uk 

Regroup at Via Gellia – topping up with tea and 
butties

Somewhere down there.... The view from Alport 
Heights

Squadron leader 
Cooke does map 
reading training
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Market Place
Adverts to Alan Lo, 23 Charnell Road, Staple Hill, Bristol, BS16 5NE 

email: alan@mobuzzing.net Tel: 0117 9572617

Yesteryear Road Run – 27th April 2014

The return of this event to 
the Cambridgeshire village 
of Cottenham after a break 

of two years was welcomed by 
both the many participants and 
spectators alike.

This year the charity benefiting 
was Cancer Research UK, and 
the donations to date total an 
impressive £8,500.
In excess of 370 vehicles took part 
on the sponsored run through the 
ribbon of villages on the northern 
fringe of Cambridge, they ranged 
from a 1964 Bedford TK fire 
engine to a 1926 model T Ford, 
also motorcycles such as a 1929 
Sunbeam, together with both 
static and mobile farm machinery.
Included in the run were three 
Anglia region club members with 
two Frogeyes and a Midget.

After calling at three village 
greens, the halfway stop for a hog roast 
was welcomed and gave a chance to chat to 
like-minded vehicle owners. Driving through 
these villages was quite inspiring seeing 
people lining the roads waving and cheering 
the vehicles through as in the past runs.

A big thank you, to the dedicated organiser 
for resurrecting this event, which has raised 
over £100,000 over the years.

Report by Graham Kirkup 

For sale: Number plate light plinth for Mk2 Sprite/Mk1&2 Midget. Sensible offer, email for 
picture by return. Buyer to pay postage at cost or collect from Bedford, Silverstone Classic or 
East Anglia Area club night.  
Contact Rachel. Mobile 07769 757375 Email: Fergus.Frogeye@hotmail.com
For Sale: Red tonneau cover to suit Sprite Mk3 or Midget Mk2.  £50.  Or would swap for a 
Frog-Eye Bonnet Grill.   
Contact Don Westcott. Tel: 01249 821854 (Wilts), E-mail:dondwapr@aol.com.

Wanted: For Frog-Eye: Bonnet Grill; Front Bumper & Overriders; Road Wheel (tyre not 
required) and Seat Base (trim not required).  
Contact Don Westcott. Tel: 01249 821854 (Wilts). Email: dondwapr@aol.com.
Wanted: RWA Midget - anything considered but would prefer a car in need of some TLC. 
Contact Grant. Tel: 01923 773163, Email: grant@thefairwayinn.com
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www.frogeyespares.co.uk | enquiries@frogeyespares.co.uk | +44 (0)1204 604017

The Frogeye/Bugeye/Austin Healey Sprite Specialists

“Knowledge, Expertise & Passion”

The Manufacturer of W
heeler 

& Davies Frogeye Bodyshells
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